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Oliver Townend was the
only rider to have two horses in
the top 10 after the first phase,
with Swallow Springs third
on 23.2 and Ballaghmor Class
sixth on 24.7.
Oliver and Swallow Springs
started as they meant to go on

with a nine for their initial halt.

Despite the squally
conditions, it was a calm and
polished performance, just
losing a couple of marks when
the grey tried to break in the
first extended trot. Their
canter work was the highlight,
rewarded with eights for
medium and extended canter
and the flying changes.

Class added yet another
five-star cross-country clear
jumping round to his CV under
Oliver Townend. Oliver made
the most of the grey's giant
stride to come home with
21.2 time-faults, the third-
fastest time, to move up to
third overnight.

“He’s a good mate,” said
Oliver of the 16-year-old. “T've
had him since he was four, and

I trust him 100% and I think
he trusts me 100%.
“He has no reason at this
stage in his life to do what he's
just done. You can't make a
horse do it. He _
loves his job, “
and he’s a true Sﬂm(
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probably like I thzn
mein that hesa
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similar,andlife  Ppgf 71
would be a d
lot more boring 11 @g,
for me without ,
him around.” you’." i
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BALLAGHMOR CLASS
lowered four showjumps at the
Pratoni World Championships
last year with Oliver Townend.
‘When he knocked down the
oxer at fence three it looked like
along way home, but he made
light work of the rest, adding
just 0.4 of a time-fault to climb
from third to second on 50.3,
after Austin O'Connor’s ride
Colorado Blue felled both parts
of the final double.

“He’s my hero,” said Oliver.
“Whenever I'm having a rough
time, he comes to the front.

FINAL PLACINGS
1st Ros Canter (GBR) on
Lordships Graffalo

2nd Oliver Townend (GBR)
on Ballaghmor Class

3rd Austin O'Connor (IRL)
on Colorado Blue




