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While the whole Tokyo 2020 Olympic selection debate is for another

WILL TO WIN

The trademark winning mentality has never left him, while the
day, Oliver leaves no doubt about his desire to make the team and
how experiences of major championships have helped mould him
into what he has become.

“I'm very am

calmness and composure with which he goes about his work
offers a perfect accompaniment to a competitive edge that is
always razorsharp.

Eventing world number one
Oliver Townend speaks to
Andrew Baldock about one
memorable year
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deflect Oliver. An enforced absence from the saddle ensued, yet such T'haven't achieved yet. If 1 do go, I want to go and be extremely

competitive. [ don’t want to go just for the sake of ticking a box
and saying ‘I have been to an Olympics’ - that doesn’t interest me.
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“They are a wide range of different types of horses. Angela Hislop
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now and enjoy it, and 1 thi
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“Mentally, I'm very te
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I'm interested in the sport, so even if I'm not on a horse myself at
somewhere like Boe ], I'm goi

k I'm mature and experienced enough to
side of things.
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on another stellar season

y brilliance. Life is good for Oliver Townend. and every time he has performed since being at the top level. watching it on the live stream to see who is doing what. It’s very
Throughout his career — one that gained “We haven't seen the best of Ballaghmor Class, or the best of a lot different when you are at a competition and in the thick of it - you
lift-off when he won Badminton and Burghley of horses that are already producing top five star results. It's hard 1o “ are not always able 1o see everything clearl:
in the same season on different horses 10 years  say we haven't seen the best of Cooley Master Class when h only . = As fi t all, he added: “It pmluhlvm.«i me a few bits and bobs,
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s in-depth horsepower headed by the superstars of his Shropshire family during their exile from France during the Second World War,

Such headline-grabbing performances mean a lot to the yard,
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yard: double Kentucky champion Cooley Master Class and Burghley  but the most wellknown occupant these days is a rider understandably

100. “The yard is the most consistent yard at the highest level in
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at Luhmiihlen alongside Piggy French, Pippa
a Cook - and the 37 year old Yorkshireman is arguably at the “I’s about having people at the yard who are mature and know the
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ars, and they know the
yard who have worked there for a long time, but nobody in eventing
would even know they existed. It's nicest for them. I'm the lucky one

who gets to enjoy the big occasions while thy
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“You have got to remember that a lot of people who work here
ave known the now £

and not be worrying about what is happening at home.

¢ .I " l 'O > [ > probably runs just as well without me as it does with me, which is
I ”l [’l( l“ [() I(ll ( ])( ()1) ( why I can literally rock up at an nt, get on and get the results,
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‘ZUII () ( .(l" (I() IIII’I‘Q \‘ Ill1 ‘l “The work lists are endless, the organisation is endless. Work lists
N are done two, three and four days at a time, and it is about being
(ls 'l('(’[l (ls I (‘(l ’l organised. Becky Evans runs the yard and staff, while Karyn Shuter

helps and advises with sponsors, owners, event planning and
" training - I'm lucky to have those two in charge as they certainly
know what they are doing.”
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years old, and hopefully that is what this place
where we can get results out of any horse more consistently than any
other yard. At the same time, we have a long line of other horses
coming through. T can’t wait to see what else is to come.”
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