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The British
world number
one becomes
the fourthrider
to defend the
tucky title
successfully

showjumping round — in which
b had to jump elear towin —
wass the most pressared he'd
ever ridden.

extremely careful. As Oliver putit,
“Ifhe cven touches a fenoe he docs

Tve waas four years old bocause he's
spent mone time off than he has
in work, We've always believed
in him hugely, but heshada
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second aboard Christing Twrner's ‘gutsy litte trier” Tsetserleg

offinjured requires faith and
'lclrc Iilsn&'rpu

sinm- Mdrﬂmmﬂym
first bought the horse for Oliver,
current ewner Angela Hislop and
e team at home.

Boyd Martin took second
and the US national five-star title
with Christine Tursers
This was a redemption after a stop
at the World Equestrian Games
Tast yeas, but the horse has come
out this year mone “seasomed™
and finkshed on his dressage

score here i

“Toetserleg fsn't the fanciest
horse — he has an awkwand jump
Mmhwlepu.hnnnlh
right balance,” said Boyd. "But
:guwlinktnrr Ifyou pmhm
ml.'hcwdnh}' of the jump, he'
Jumpit:

lurgh y win last autuma. That
, but third on
adﬂnﬂmwhhnv\m\.m
Rickards and Nigella Hall's Xavier
w-:«umwfomfou
horse who hasn't really lived up to
his ise since hewas third st
mﬁ?wmm
Thire was further British
smoeess with fourth for Pigey
French, on Jayne McGivern's
world team i

Brit Leslie Law returned to this
Tevel for the first time since 2010,
finishing 10th with Tre’ Book's

TALKING e
POINTS

EMOTIONAL RETURN
ALLIE SACKSEN, 30th, was the.
first person Lo complete the

Nio (pictured, below), by the
Connemara Grange Finn
Sparrow. This was an emotional
- ‘Alie
aftec having hee daughter Anrie

weas ready b buy
yetl” said Oliver.

Leslie showjumped clear.
Payme moved up two
with a showjumping clear
to land fifth on Vandiver for the
mm.wkhhmﬂw
Phillip Dutton had eight faultsin
the final phase to slide to seventh
vz ‘HEWAS
Sandwlfhrdbthwnllmm
“was Kentueky debutant ey~ CROSS-TIED
\vﬁ:;(cﬂem).as“andem FOR MONTHS'
has spent ayear in the USA but
now returns o Germany, where XAVIER FAER, third under
he ks likely to pick up training with Tim Price. had mast of Last
e R octina g witho.
a8 a
PERSON&LBEST pony he had known all his life
THE defiending ch Ted at hi andibresder
w:.ﬂl}umm;&eﬁwﬁf Trisha Rickards” home when
4.1, a4.6-penalty i his
Cwlqaluwdass:whm and fractured his beg.
“He was cross-tied for
“The pair's work was rewarded two or theee manths for his
with three nines and plenty of onm weitare
wights, with the only blip being and thenhe
the first flying change, which the also had a soft
Tworse rather rashed through. tisswe
Thursday’s sunshine gave way 2aid Tam.
o cold, windy weather on Friday.
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But this was to Oliver's advantage
with the sometimes “ridicaloasly
lazy” Cooley Master Class,

T eould have dome with a bit
mose of x gust up his backside at
times!” he joled. “T woubdn't have

it any warmer. 'wentin
there and he went to sleep on nve.”

Piggy French was worried that

Quarryerest Echo, whose dressage
day rowtine involves a loose
Tul\.w"dunm“hldl he was
“mansconed on” — and then just
wmlml.uvwﬂnn; . He felt
“cold and stfl” in the warm-up.

But after a spook at the flowers
in the first comer, be setthed down
in the arena for 7.1 and second.

“I'm reliewed there wene no big
mistakes,” said Piggy. “He dossn't
e the best trot, 50 be necds o
beas relaxed and ‘up’as possible
10gen sevens and 7.55°

Boyd Martin eruised into third,
scoring 27.9 on Thetserleg, while
Thursday's beader Felix Vogg held
o to fourth with 25,

FAR FROM SOFT
CROSS-COUNTRY day over
Derek di Grazia’s track kicked off
with thiree falls.

Pathfinder Caroline Martin

Facr — fell at the first Turning
Oner at fenoe three,
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Piggy French demonstrates some gritty niding across country to

;‘llhcrrm one further
all i 01}2:{ analysis

sinth. He set owt fast, but Colers
undonlbewhome

“He's always a bit forward and
T can't shorten his stride so he was
mﬂﬁiuwwm?m

that costs encrgy and time,
[Felis said.

in terms of whether to pall up.

“Red"also slipped badly
turning from Pete’s Hollow
(fence m-”% and Piggy host
time reattaching her stirrup and
trotting to check the horse. On
the wary omme, dhe knew she had
wsed wp her lives and couldn’t take
Iiberties o save time. The pair
finished with 6.4 time-faults to
drop to fifth.

“We've completed and e
fimishod well, but it wass't what
we hoped for or what I'm used 1o
with him,” she summed up,

Ofiver found Cooley

anl & few times | was sitting

leave the country” sald

HAZEL SHANNON

HAZEL SHANNON (pictured, above), 26, travelled froem Australia to
compete Clittord, having won Adelaide four-star (now
five-star) in both 2016 and 2012,

“T'd done Adelaide four times and wanted to do another five-star,
wﬂmmwwmmam have
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hima on the way home as he had
lost a front shoe, and added one

water, They Bnlshed three seconds
over the time vo hold their lead,
“The theee clears inside the
Vimin 20scc optimum tine came
firoen Tin Price, Boyd Martin and

2017 round l]nu morning, toget
my ey in and be mpmﬂym
Toe's capable of,”

Tt was hard work all the way,”
said PHAllip. °1 thought the course
‘walked abit soft, but it was far
from soft.”

SMALLENTRY

JUST 42 pairs started, the

smallest field for sonse years. A

few horses have boen kept back for
Olympée

season, Olive

i I»a'hl-e-h claim i.'he honoar
of winning eventing’s first five-star
competithon. HEH




