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LIVER TOWNEND
started 2016 witha
bang thanks to a strong
performance from his
2014 World Equestrian Games
(WEG) mount Black Tiel.

They notched up a speedy
double clear, adding just 0.8 of
atime-penalty toadressage
scoreof 28.4 inopen
intermediate (O1) section .

“After WEG we wanted to
give Black Tie some time to
recover,” said Oliver. "He did
just one intermediate last year;
I was very busy with other
horses and he got pushed to
the bottom of the pile.”

Black Tie was discovered
by his owner Karyn Shuterina
free ads magazine in her native
New Zealand.

“Karyn brought him over to
the UK and started to compete
him, but then she was injured so
Itook him competing for her as
afavour,” said Oliver. “I got to
keep the ride after we won our
first event together - Karyn
said he'd never managed to win
withher so I'd best keep going.”

Oliver said that Black Tie
"couldn't have been more
perfectinthe jumping phases”,
after a “fresh” dressage test.

Emily Gilruth took second
with Bay Carrick Road.

“He hasn't run since March
2015 due to a small injury but
he's come out much more
grown-up this year and went
well,” said Emily who was also
secondin Ol section Hriding
Topwood Beau.

“Iwasn't trying to go quickly
soit was a great bonus tobe
placed,” said Emily, who credits
her excellent dressage scores
(26.4 and 25.2 respectively) to
help from fellow eventer and

TALKING POINT
Red Noasby

COMPETITORS at Oasby were
encouraged to wear an item of
red clothing to raise money for
Sport Relief.

In addition, organisers BEDE
Ltd donated £1from each start
fee to the cause.

At the last count £1,000 had
been raised.
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Black Tie'sbackinstyle

Black Tie Il returns from post-WEG recovery time
off to seize Ol victory under Oliver Townend witha

dressage rider Ruth Edge.

The winner in section Hwas
Paul Tapner riding Yogi Bear
VIII, who shares the same sire,
Beau Royale, as Topwood Beau,

“Yogi Bear was perfect
today,” added Paul of the horse
who was bought from Ascot
Sales as afour-year-old.

Super-sub jumps to it

TOM MARCH won intermediate
section Griding his own seven-
year-old Jump Jet Il

“Ihaven'tevented for18
months [until this season),” said
Tom, who regained the ride
following the announcement
that his girlfriend Piggy French
ispregnant.

“I've always let Piggy do the
riding as she's a lot better at it
thanlam,” said Tom. “But
Jump Jet was entered here so
we thought we might as well
haveago.”

Eliza Stoddart, who moved to
be based with Oliver Townend in
December, took second with
Anne Staley's home-bred
Priorspark Opposition Free.

“Oliver hasreally helped with
my showjumping and his advice
and guidance have been
fantastic,” she said.

Sam Ecroyd, 19, landed the
openintermediate under-21
section riding Penelope
Ecroyd's Opera House. It was a
close-run thing as both he and
second-placed Irishrider Susie
Berry (Vanir Hello Duca)

finished on the same score, but
Sam was one second closer to
the optimum time,

"OperaHouse was very good
today,” said Sam. "He used tobe
strong and slow, but | recently
spent four months training with
Michael Jung and he's become
much more reactive and
rideable as aresult.”

Pigqy French's working
pupil Susie was pleased with
the efforts of her new ride
Vanir Hello Duca, owned by
VinaBuller,

“She's such a cool jumper;
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I was almost jumped off inthe
showjumping,” said Susie, who
has recently found herself
very busy with upto 10 horses
to compete due to Piggy's
pregnancy.

Allriders were hugely
complimentary of the ground
conditions at Oasby. Very few
thought the event would take
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