lovingly describes as"areal
princess’, led fromthe outset,
affirming Gemma's beliefthat
sheis championshiphorseon
accountofher presenceonthe
flat coupled withbeing“an
excellentjumper with the most
fabulous heart”.

The pairadded 15.6 cross-
countrytime-penaltiestoa
dressage score of 33.6tosecure
thewin.

“1justlether go and she found
herownrhythm,"added Gemma.
“Thankfullyit was just [fast]
enough!”

Qvernight rain—which
continued throughoutthe first
class oftheday, the CIC2* —had
madethe otherwise perfect going

slightly holding, but allriders
attested that they would much
rather have this than runon hard
ground. Although all David Evans’
trackswalked bigand posed some
challenging questions, they rode
extremely well ard were much
appreciated.

“|cannotpraise the courses
enough,’said Gemma. The team
herehave made a hugeeffortatall
levels. The three-star track was.
particularly good,and | feel we
can now go toathree-day well
prepared.”

Arctic Soul heads to Badminton
inMay, with ChicoBellaPgoingto
either Tattersalls or Bramham.

Ireland’s Sarah Ennis split
Gemma's rides inthe three-starto

Owen Pugh Burgham (1)

THEGREEN PARTY

THE!riEhwereoutiniumeiMhe CIC3*and cICZ‘.preparingiormree
vd with

ipsat Blair Castle.

aneyeumhssyaar

Sarah Enmswasmehlghestplaced with Elizabeth Power, Camilla

Spiers,

, aboard DHI Top Story) and
Michael and Patricia Ryan also achieving top-20 placings.

finish second onacombined
scoreof 52 4withher 2014
Chatsworthwinner, Horseware
Stellor Rebound. However, it was
adistinctly different Stellor
Rebound that Sarah found herself
sitting on at Burgham, which she
admitted was lovely, if slightly
unexpected.
"He's usuallyatutal terrorist
andwe had major braking issues
atChatsworthand WEG last year,
butitwas like butter wouldn'tmelt
inhis mouth today," admitteda
bemused Sarah."He was much
calmerandreally seemstohave
grownup!”
Shewas quick tocredit
theinfluence ofarecent
two-daytraining sessionwith

Christopher Bartle.

“Themanisagenius,’she
stated emphatically. ‘Hehelps
somany pecpleand | honestly
don'tknowwhere he gets his
energy from.”

Inparticular,he hasbeen
encouraging Sarahtositmuch
taller when approaching fences
and lengthen her reins to avoid
Horseware Stellor Rebound
pulling her down into fences.

“This made a hugedifference
today!"she beamed. “We didn't
have a single dodgy moment,
whichisafirstforus—I'm
thinking | may besorry that
| didn'tenter him for
Badmintonnow!"”

Oliver Townendwas fourth 21
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THEPOWER
OF1

—thenumber of
binations inside thetime
inthe Owen Pugh CIC3* — Paul
Tapnerand Indian Mill
—theonly showjumping clear
round among the completions
intheintermediate class —Will
Murray and Cause Celebre
—the number of seconds Ol
winners Angus Smalesand A
Bit Muchwere over the cross-
country optimum time
—thenumber of
combinations who completed
the CIC2* cross-country with 20
jumping penalties — Jeanette
Brakewell and North Astor
Rossco

with the Bramham-bound Skyhills
Cavalier.Hewas initially also
confirmed onthescoreboardas
havingfinished third with ODT
Ghareeb, before being eliminated
when the groundjury deemed
thatthe pair hadjumped the
wrong side of aflag at the final
elementofthe second lake
complex.

“Thewind was blowing the flags
atthebelement alloverthe place,
whichconfused himandmeant
wemissed our lineslightly tothec
element,"explained Oliver. "From
where| was sitting he stilljumped
therightside, butapparently he
hadafootoutside. It's frustrating
asthehorse thinkshe'sdone
nothingwrong.”

Despite this, Oliver was very
positiveaboutthe coursesas
awhole.

“They wereall brilliantly
designed,”hesaid."It'salongtime

Growing up: usually a‘total terrorist]

since ['veriddentracks where
everything felt 100% smooth and
thedistances were spot-on.”

Wilson's super comeback
NICOLAWILSON made a belated
but emphatic start to her season,
posting double clears with Annie
Clover, One Two Manyand
Watermill Visioninthe CIC2*. The
horses finished first, second and
sixthrespectively,andwillrunat
Burnham Market before
scheduled assaults onKentucky
and Badminton.

“Itfeels fantastic tobe back
and | cannot thankenoughthe
numerous peoplewho have
supportedand helped getme
here,"said Nicola, with her

trademark smile firmlyin place.

“Iranthemallinthetwo-star as
thisis our firstrun outandis the
equivalent of our initial Ol really,”
shecontinued. They're allwell
onintheir fitness, but there
weresomegood gallopingruns
onthecoursesoitwasagoodtest
forthem.

“This was Annie Clover's first
runsince WEG, whichwas a big
challenge for her so 'mdelighted
she'scomeout sowell."said
Nicola.“I'vedropped her down
fromagagtoasnafflewhich she
seemsreally happyin — shewas
havingalovely time thoughand|
definitely had a double handful
towards the end of thetrack””

Oliver Townend was third with
Andrew Cawthray's Note Worthy,
ahorsebackinhis yard after
being campaigned by Tim Boland
lastyear.

“Itwas agreatresultforhim
against muchmore experienced
horses,"said Oliver.

Angus Smales headed the
relatively small Ol section with
DianaBirch’s ABit Much. The
fastest cross-country round of the
class elevated themupthe
leaderboard after the pair added
fourshowlumplngpenakt:estoa

ore of 33.4. Julie
Lawson and herworkingstallion
Primitive Faerie Tale were second
on43.2,with Paul Tapner and
Pioneer Milly third.

Local rider Jessica McKie,
daughter of formerchampion
jockey lan McKie anda point-to-
pointtrainer inher ownright,
snatched victoryinthe
intermediate section fromWills
Oakden by posting afaster

Owen Pugh Burgham (1)

cross-country time.

She piloted Ask The Bosshome
forjust6.4time-penalties
comparedtoWill'sand ChiaraD's
76.SamEcroyd, a 2010 pony
teamgold medallist, was third
with Tullaher Sunrise. H&H
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