NEWS

Should four-
year-olds event?

Arefour-year-old event classes a good shop window
forbreeders, or do they hamperyounghorse development?

Sfour tooyoung for horses to event?
Leadingrider Oliver Townend has
called foran end to eventing four-
year-old horses.
Atabreeders’seminar held last
month (23 March) by Cheshire-
based Harthill Stud, of which heisa
co-founder with showjumper Nina
Barbour, Oliver stressed that “four-year-old
eventing should be banned” and that horses
should be given more time to develop.

“Tjustdon'tthinkitis of any benefit to what we
aresupposed to be doing — which nspmduung
top-class event horses,”he told H&H.

“However, I dnntmmkﬁve-yem‘-nldsm
really ready toevent either. Young horses would
bemuch better spending two yearsshowjumping
before going eventing,”

However, not everyone agrees with Oliver.

Ginny Turnbull won the four-year-old final at
the British Eventing Young Horse
Championships at Osberton last year with Jolie
Lark. Shealsorode twoother horsesintothe top
10in the same class — Par Avion was fourth and
Seapatrick Narco was ninth.

“Notall four-year-olds areready to go
eventing, mentally or physically,” she said.

“But what they are asked to doneeds to be kept
in perspective — theyareallowed todoa
maximum of three events, plus the final, overan
untimed course of 90cm. You are essentially
trotting round.”

Ginny had eight four-year-oldsin heryard last
year — four evented and four didn't.

“The ones who did were ready todosoand

‘Ginny Turnbull and Jolie Lark won a four-year-old final,

definitely benefited from it, because they cameon
alot,”she added. “T don't think you can generalise
aboutit.”

Leading eventers more like show ponies?

OLIVER hasalso criticised the Burghley young
evmmharse(BYEH)sencs Hesa:dthatahlmugh

ofhorses which have gone on to be successful
eventers,”shesaid.

“The BYEH classes have been beneficial for
their education and made them more mature.
Yes, sionallyyou getavery blood-type
winningaqualifier, but those get sieved outat the
ﬁna] Buttheremmm:warmbloodslhm

thecl lya very good idea”, he hbreds going i ing now, so there
questioned the typeofhorse aremore of that type around
doing wellin them. than there used to be.
“Isaw the top 10 doing their ¢ 3 . “Thereisnowamark
final ga:lloﬂ‘pc at Burghley last T dOIl tth]I].k awarded for type at the final.
yearand there was only one . Anditsabout getting the right
real eventerin there,” hesaid. four—year—o]d Judg\zs the conformation
“The classes havebecomea Jjudges haveto be practical and
completelyseparateworidto  ClASSESATE ofany use their common sense.”
eventing — those horses are , However, Burghley event
like show ponies. They look like beneﬁ‘t director Liz Inman told H&H
shw]umpa'sb\mheydon thereare “numerous reasons
jump; theylooklike eventers Oliver Townend why, apart from breeding, a
butthey've got no blood, so horses potential to move up
where do they go?” the eventing ladder, at whatever level, might not
Hesuggested that partof the judging criteria be proved, such as through injury or being sold.

needs to be the pereentage of thoroughbred blood
the horse carries, or horses in the pedigree who
havealready been successful.

“People ride horses with good jumps in young
horse classes and say they've got a top-class
eventer — they haven't,” he said. “They've got
something with scope and riders get confused
when theyare ridinga warmblood without
enough blood for eventing.”

Young horse producerJudy Bradwell told
H&H she didn'tagree.

“I'vewona BYEH and done well atit with lots

Pippa Funnell has been successful at BYEH, and her

but Ginny says not all y toevent
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sees the class as a ‘shop window'

“Ofall the four-star horses in the world, onlya
relatively small percentage would have competed
inthese classes. So, takingall of this into account,
the following statistics would point to adegree of
successin these classes identifying horses with
the necessarytalent,” she said.

“Inan carlier five-year period (chosen for the
horses to benow between the ages of eight and.
12), 352 horses made the final, and of these, 12%
are competing at three-starleveland 3% at four-
starlevel.

“Prior tothis, there have been others who have
gone on toachieve successat four-starand
championship level, including Primmore’s Pride,
Miners Frolicand more recently Billy Beware,
whoall featured at the finals.”

A‘'shop window’
BREEDER and showjumper William Funnell,
whaose wife Pippa has consistently been
successful at the BYEH final with horses bearing
the prefix of their Billy Stud, said the company
uses the BYEH four- and five-year-old classes as
a“promotional tool " to show what they've bred.

“We really only take horses by ourstallions to
promote what we do,” he said.

“Horses winning at three-star and four-star is
theaim, not winning young horse
although they doserve a purposeas weneed
somesortof shop window.

“Thelessblood types with flashy movement
show themselves better as four-year-olds — but
they haven'tgot the blood for eventing” H&H
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