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IT was great to see Aoife
Clark spearheading the
Irish effort after some
recent tough times, witha
fall and a yellow card at
Burghley last year and the
recent decision to return

MITSUBISHI MOTORS BADMINTON

The match has already resulted in
world and European individual bronze
medals and now makes Chilli the first
stallion to win a four-star — except for
Windfall II's victory in the experimental
short-format section at Kentucky in
2004 - and the first to win Badminton.

The only blip on William and Chilli's
record is a stop at Kentucky 2013 and
after that, William knew he had tolet
this alpha male feel he is the dominant
partner at least some of the time,
When he looks argumentative across
country, it means allis going well.

“He's an exceptional horse and heis
handicapped by being a stallion, which
makes his life very difficult,” said
William. “He has a brilliant brain and
every day he wants towork. I'm very
proud of him. Nick deserves the
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A three-way fight

UNTIL the last gasp, this was abattle
royal between the three men who
have dominated the national sport for
adecade - William, Andrew Nicholson
and Oliver Townend.

New Zealander Andrew was the
dressage leader on Deborah Sellar's
leng-term campaigner Nereo, by
Fines, and it seemed like he might be

double CCI3* winner
Fenyas Elegance to
her owner.
She rode with sense and
style all week to bring
i —t ! L7 Henrietta, Duchess of
o 1St 14 Bedford's ex-racehorse
=i g Vaguely North into eighth.
. William Fox-Pitton She was chased home
Chilli Morning (GBR) by Michael Ryan and
Ballylynch Adventure in
an ninth. He added just 1.2
cross-country time-faults
Ingrid Klimke on to his 48th-placed
Horseware Hale Bob dressage score.
(GER) There were five other
Irish completions, including
3 d Joseph Murphy who took
r the Glentrool Trophy for the
biggest rise after dressage
JME&?&;TW ‘when he moved up from
s equal 70th to 25th on
Sportsfield Othello.
here," declared William. Above left: Aoife credit = he did a fantastic job
The Chilli story is that of the Clarkpllots Vaguely  producing him for all those years.”
greatest eventing stallion ever and we Northinto eighth, Chilliis 15 now and will not compete
surely won't see his like again. Bred by equalling her 2013 again this year. He has his Olympic
Rainer Schicketanz and found in result here qualification and, in a plan agreed with
Germany by Nick Gauntlettasa Britisheventing performanc_e
potential London 2012 horse, the Above right: Jock manager Yogi Breisner, he will have a
Phantomic son did his first four-star Pagetclearsthe holiday and come out next year to do
with Nick before the owners decidedto  Savills Escalator on some CIC3*s and “'see if we're still
see how the horse might go fora Clifton Lushfor third good enough” to be selected for Rio.
different rider. They chose Mary King,
who soon suggested William try him,
as he was such abig horse for her. ONE TO WATCH

BEN WAY, 26, claimed the Laurence Rook trophy for being best
British first-timer — and became the first person to progress from
Badminton's Grassroots Championships to the four-star.

Ben finished eighth in the BESO final in 2011 on the homebred Juke
Box. “| thought that would be my only go round,” he said. 3

Riding in the four-star, he took 32nd on ex-racehorse Galley Light.
Ben has ridden him full-time for two years, having initally shared the
ride with owner Elisabeth Collins’ niece, Camilla Cotton.

*"| was seriously nervous before the cross-country, but I came to
the last thinking: 'l just have to get over the last and I'll have got
round Badminton.’ It's absolutely incredible,” he said.

Ben's achi it is all the impressive because he works
full-time as head of equestrian for rural property firm Butler
Sherborn in Cirencester, 90 minutes' drive from his base near Rugby.

“I fitt one horse in before work and one after and the back-up
team includes my mum [Mary Pritchard] and our new head girl
Amber Franklin,” said Ben, whose girlfriend Sarah Parkes is also
based at the yard and rides full time, “'Someone has to,” he grinned.
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INFLUENTIAL FENCE

hereranout at partc.

her drive-by on Mr Potts.

and one strides.”

THE Mirage Pond (fence 18abc) caught out nine combinations. The
straight route consisted of three angled hedges, one before and two
after the pond. The first distance could be ridden on five or six
strides, but many of those who put six strides in struggled to make
the single stride between parts band ¢ - and lots who chipped in two

Those who were successful on six and two included Ingrid Klimke
(Horseware Hale Bob) and Pascal Leroy (Minos De Petra).

Among the victims, Dee Hankey had a run-out and was then
eliminated for jumping the wrong side of a flag - but didn't realise
and continued to come through the finish on Chequers Playboy —
while Joseph Murphy walked off course after three run-outs at part ¢
on Electric Cruise. Louise Harwood was left ruing taking advice after

“I stupidly spoke to someone just before | went cut who told me it
wasriding better on six than five,” she said. "That made me a bit
backward - | should have gone with my original plan of going on five

A Gk T
Michael Ryatiand
Ballylynch Adventure, [~
who finistiedninh, /
clear elament b of
the Mirage Pond

with Sligo Luckyvalier, while New
Zealand's Caroline Powell came down
jumping into the New Pond on
Onwards And Upwards.

‘Fortune favours the brave’

ON the upside, Acife Clark had a
“dream ride" with Vaguely North. She
made an unpenalised circle at the
oxersand her 4.8 time-faults dropped
heraplace tolith.

Bettina Hoy was receiving texts
from team trainer Hans Melzer,
who was at the German national
championships at Marbach, and also
heeded performance manager
Christopher Bartle's advice: “Fortune
favours the brave.” She made it
happen on the inexperienced Designer
10 tofinish four seconds over the time
andrise a place to eighth.

“I'haven't been that fast for ages!"
she exclaimed.

Three horses finished bang onthe
optimum time — Ringwood Sky Boy (up
from 30th to 12th with Tim Price),
Clifton Lush (who held fifth for Jock
Paget) and Arctic Soul, to the relief
of Gemma Tattersall, who bounded
up 21places to 13th.

“Ihadunfinished business from last
year," she said, referring to being
eliminated for missing a flagin
Huntsmans Close,

Ingrid Klimke had a couple of hairy
moments, but she rode inher
customary free style and Horseware
Hale Bobranwithitfor aclearinthe
time. She retained fourth.

“It was wonderful, although | nearly
hadtojumpa car,” she said, explaining
avehicle was blocking the track.

Armada did some leaping
approaching fences, but he and
Oliver Townend seem to have an
understanding where the rider allows
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himto make some decisicns and
he responds by letting Oliver
make others.

“The younger riders are missing
out on riding moderate horsesround
gaff tracks and learning to kick and

“Hecan turninto squeeze. When you come here and
amonster, said ride a good horse it feels relaxing,” he
Pippa Funnell of said, as he kept third,

Redesigned = but Inthe closing stages, Paul Tapner
this year the horse piloted Indian Mill to a fault-free clear
Iet her ride him for to move up a place to sixth, while

12th place Andrew Nicholson matched this on

Calico Joe, who rose five ranks to
seventh position.

He said: “Joe's terrified of coming
across the field from the stables,
then he doesn’t want to cross the
footbridge he's beenusing all week,
but once he's out of the start box, he's
aFerrari

He was followed by Chilli Morning,
who gave William Fox-Pitt a “magic"
ride to finish well under the 1imin
27sec optimum while easing down.

“He s feisty, sowhileit's not >

www.horseandhound.co.uk
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the first one to close it out since
Lucinda Fredericks in 2007. If William's
long gap between Badminton wins
seems like an aberration, Andrew's
lack of asingle oneinarecord 35
completions is even more of a

talking point.

After cross-country he said:
“Normally Nereo's agood
showjumper and | don’t see why he
should lose that ability overnight.”

But somehow, it all went wrong on
Sunday and Andrew sank to sixth.

“Life goes on, tomorrow is the next
day,” he said. “There's not much point
being suicidal about it. A lot worse
things happen to people.”

Oliver hovered in third until Sunday
on Paul Ridgeon's Armada — Nereo's
full-brother, who was produced by
Andrew until he passed on the ride in
2012. The 16-year-old has supreme
ability, but is very difficult and that the
rider gets so much from himis down to
ahuge investment of time and
thought. Dreams fell apart this year on

the last day as he tumbled to Tith.

“We know he's tricky in the
dressage and near impossible in the
showjumping, but we won't stop trying
with him, that's for sure,” said Oliver
after his cross-country.

Klimke and Paget rise to podium
THE last-day shuffle gave the podium
places to Germany's Ingrid Klimke and
another Kiwi, Jock Paget.

Ingrid was the only rider apart from
William to finish on her dressage
score, riding her own Horseware Hale
Bob. The Helikon-sired Pau winner
was so close to becoming the first
German-ridden Badminton winner.

“I'm happy | own him sono one can
sellhim," said the 47-year-old, also
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WORKAHOLIC WETTSTEIN

NICOLAS WETTSTEIN, who finished his first

inton in 56th place on Nadeville De Merze, was
born in Switzerland but now rides for Ecuador, his
ex-wife’s nation.

"I went there and loved the country — there's more sun
than Switzerland!" he said. “When | got the opportunity
toride for Ecuador | wanted to develop the sport there.
They have some young riders and | now train them, going

Pan American Games.”

works full time for pharmaceutical giant Pfizer, being
responsible for sales in French-speaking Switzerland,
Nicolas' ride Nadeville De Merze exploded in the
dressage at the World Equestrian Games last year, but
here he locked remarkably calm.
“Igallop him a lot,” he said, by way of explanation.

there six times a year. We aim to have a team at this year's

The 34-year-old describes himself as a workaholic - he
competes four horses, manages a stable of 40 horses and

Below: Germany's second here in 2006 with Sleep Late.
Bettina Hoy rides Jock thought he had a better
with the best of her chance with the 2013 Badminton
determination and winner Clifton Promise, but it was
talent tobring Frances Stead and Lucy Allison’s
Designer 10 home Clifton Lush who came third.
infifth place “When | saw the draw [with Promise

early and Lush late] my initial reaction
was that sucks, because Promise is
my winner, but then | thought my
second horseis a winner too, so this
could be all right. I'm lucky,” he said,

Lush, alittle thoroughbred by Half
Iced, had last year off injured andis an
unlikely star.

“If you saw him at home or in the
warm-up you'd walk straight past, but
when you take himin the arena he can
do everything,” said Jock. "Warming
up you think he's going to have every
fence down. It's unsettling, but when
yougoin heis such a professional.”
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Another New Zealander took fourth
when Diane Brunsden and Peter
Cattell'sTl-year-old Leonidas I
fulfilled his promise for Mark Todd,
while Bettina Hoy was the second
Germanin the top echelons with fifth
on her own Designer 10.

“I've been based with Willa Newton
since April. Thanks go to the Newtons
fora great base and putting mein the
right frame of mind,"” said Bettina.

Wilson on the up again

NICOLA WILSON was seventh on One
Two Many, who belongs to Gerry and

Mary Kemp and Janine Shewan. This

promising horse was produced by Bill
Levett, joining Nicolain 2013.

“He’s enjoyed every minute,” said
Nicola, who must be a shoe-infor the
Blair Europeans with this horse or
Annie Clover, eighth at Kentucky.

The Yorkshire rider was also 19th on
Valerie and Ann Robson's coloured
mare Beltane Queen. ’

After Armada (11th), Pippa Funnell
was the next best Brit on Roger and
Denise Lincoln's Redesigned in12th.

“He's very dear tomy heart, but he
owes the owners and me agood
result,” said Pippa after her dressage
on"Red", who tipped her off on both
his four-star runs last year. “He's the
most relaxed horse to do, but he can
turninto amonster. | hope he doesn't
dothat on Saturday.”

Gemma Tattersall, 16th, is another
Brit who should have secured her Blair
spot, despite showjumping
disapointment on Arctic Soul.

Ireland (see box, p39) and Australia
were alsoin the money - Sam Griffiths
completed the top 10 on 2014 winner
Paulank Brockagh, who picked up the
best mare Beaufort Embryo Transfer
Centre prize.

www.horseandhound.co.uk
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DRESSAGE

Nereohangsontolead

Anearly 37.8 from Andrew Nicholson and Nereo s unchallenged across the dressage days

Tiseight years since a Thursday
dressage leader has held their
advantage at the close of play (see
box, p46). But Mark Todd pointed
out in his H&H column (7 May) that
this year many riders had their best
horse drawn first and soit played out,
with Andrew Nicholson - the 12th
starter - holding on until the bitter end,

Andrew scored 37.8 with Nereo,
collecting five nines. Highlights
included the extended paces —a
masterclass inriding a fit horse for the
most possible marks.

“Nereo's very switched on, but
knows to be calm,” said Andrew.
“Avebury [triple Burghley winner who
missed Badmintan after an early-
season injuryl is the sort who could go
early and get a good score, while
Nereo has towork for his marks —but |
felt he was judged fairly today.”

The judges were not entirely in
agreement — while Christian Landolt
(C)and Sue Baxter (H) placed Andrew
first, David Lee (B) put him equal sixth.
Some of David's flying-change marking
was also out on alimb, with Andrew
garnering a seven for the first one from
him but four and 4.5 from the others.

Jock Paget was second on Thursday
with Clifton Promise, on 41.2.

“That was one of his best tests,” he
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said. “Every foot was where | wanted it.”

By Friday night, Promise sat sixth,
one place behind his stablemate
Clifton Lush (40.8), returning from
18 months off injured.

The youngest rider, 20-year-old
German Niklas Bschorerwas
Thursday’s surprise sensation at his
first Badminton, scoring 42.1with Tom

Tom Go 3 for eventual eighth.

“"He’'s like a pony in the stable — he's
sneaky, always undoing your zip and
playing around,” said Niklas.

Flora Harris was the best Brit on
Thursday with the talented but tricky
Amazing VIIl. Her 43.6 gave her 13th.

“She's not a horse you can work into
the ground or dominate - it's a case of

PLACINGS
AFTER
DRESSAGE
Ist

Andrew Nicholson
on Nereo (NZL)

2nd

William Fox-Pitt on
Chilli Morning (GBR)

3rd

Oliver Townend on
Armada(GBR)

Above: Oliver
Townend scores two
sevensanda 7.5 for
this flying change
with Armada

Below: Germany's
Niklas Bschorer,
20, lies eighth after
thedressageon
TomTom Go 3

Pictures by Peter N

Thursday's leaders at Badminton over the years
Year Thursday's leaders Placing after Friday dressage
2015 Andrew Nicholson (NZL) First
2014 Paul Tapner/Kilronan (AUS) Second
2013 Christopher Burton/
Holstein Park Leilani (AUS) Ninth
2012 Event cancelled
201 Laura Collett/Rayef (GBR) Third
2010 Ruth Edge/Two Thyme (GBR) Second
2009 Emily Baldwin/Drivetime (GBR) Fourth
2008 Clayton Fredericks/Nullabor (AUS) Fifth
2007 Lucinda Fredericks/Headley Britannia (AUS)  First

having her connected and straight,”
said Flora. "Andrew Fletcher, my
dressage trainer, has given me skills to
train horses, not just ride tests.”

Chilli's changes

THE most anticipated test was William
Fox-Pitt's, late on Friday. But while
Chilli Morning produced some
beautiful work, he jogged coming out
of the extended walk and was late
behind in the first two flying changes
=scoring fours from Sue and Christian,
but aseven and eight from David.

“Not good enough!” said William
ruefully as he took second on 39, “He's
usually solid in the changes, but horses
are not machines. He hasn’t even had a
jogwalking round the park, soit's
annoying he chose the arena for his
first break.”

Oliver Townend was thrilled with
Armada, who relaxed for the first time
here for thirdon 39.6.

"He's anold man now, s¢ hopefully
he's calming down,” said Oliver.

Germany's Ingrid Klimke took fourth
on Horseware Hale Bob, whose only
mistakes were in the mid-test walk
tour. He hunted as a young horse, and
was distracted by hearing hounds.

Paul Tapner was disappointed with
pathfinder Kilronan, who was second
after dressage last year but piaffedin
the halts for equal 27th. But he landed

46 HORSE & HOUND * 14 May 2015

Flora Harrls shows astron
test on the trickybut ta
mare Amazing Vili tabe

- S

seventh on Badminton debutant Indian
Mill, a thoroughbred from Northern
Ireland's Scarvagh House Stud - also
responsible for Calico Joe, who slotted
into 12thwith Andrew Nicholson,

Bettina Hoy was ninth on Designer
10, who “tried so hard" as heis not a
natural dressage star, while Aoife
Clark and Vaquely North did a four-
star personalbest (42.9) for 10th.

Tina Cook claimed 11th on De Novo
News, who was distracted in walk by
seeing himself on screen.

“Idon't know why he was so vain!”
said Tina, who trialled a double bridle
toflatter his “big head and weak neck”.

= o

Bill Levett and Shannondale Titan, who Carl
Hester are equal15th

Carl
Hester

‘Some marks
needed correcting’

HERE were no 10s this year and few nines,

after more “wow dressage” and top marks over

the past few years. This four-startest CA
2009] requires more collection than the otherone
and so many top riders dropped from thetop ranks
because of the flying changes.

The first change, after the extended canter, sets the
seene — riders who can't collect and haveawild
change here takeawhileto recover.

Theres almostaneed forajudges’ supervisory panel
— aswe have in pure dressage — because somemarks
needed correcting. A late change should get a poor
mark, acleanbut boring one an average mark and an
expressivechangea high mark. Somelate changes
garnered aseven oreight, while clean ones got 6.5,
whichisridiculous.

Nicholson's risks :
AMONG thetop players Andrew Nicholson had the
rideability factor — he took risks, as he does across
country, and it paid off. William Fox-Pitt’s Chilli
Morning has morelightness and he could have led
without the mistakes in the changes. And it was great
tosee Oliver Townend’s ride Armada finally become
bmissive withoutlosing hissparkle.

Ingrid Klim} impressive as He e Hale
Bobis not the best mover. Young riders should aspire
toemulate hersoftnessand good position. I felt Jock
Paget wassslightly undermarked on Clifton Lush, but
tobefifth and sixth was quite something.

Titan was the best mover

Iwould take Bill Levett’s Shannondale Titan asa horse
forthe future. He was the best mover and his springy
trot, with aclear moment of suspension, deserved
better marks. Ihe could be mistake-free and show
betterself-carriage he could score in the 20s,
something we've not seen for awhile.

Theyoung German Niklas Bschorerisalovely rider
anditwas nicetosee Louisa Milne Home hit the £0s
with King Eiderafter steady improvement each year.
Paul Tapnerisatoprider — both his horses were
between leg and hand and Indian Mill showed lots of
potential. Lets hope Laura Collett’s Grand Manoeuvre
can fulfill his promise and also Flora Harris' Amazing
VIIL, whoshowed the best outline inextended trot.

Thetake-home message? Flying changes have
returnedasa weakness ineventing dressage, having
improved sincetheywerefirstintroduced. The placing
ofthemisdifficultin this testand I'm not sureifits the
bestarrangement for fit horses, who have to deal with
quiteadifference between the warm-up and
competition atmosphere. H&H

www.horseandhound.co.uk
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SHOWJUMPING

'It'sinthe lap of the gods’

Aninfluential showjumping track shuffles the leaderboard, as William Fox-Pitt and ChilliMorning hold their nerve

IVE were withdrawn before the

final trot-up, including Flora

Harris’ Amazing VIl —who had

looked unlevel walking away

fromthe finish on Saturday —
Izzy Taylor's KBIS Briarlands Matilda,
who had an overreach, and Jock
Paget's Clifton Promise, who was
feeling his 17 years and did not work
off his stiffness as quickly as usual.

Kelvin Bywater's 13-fence
showjumping track, which included a
couple of 180° turnbacks, yielded only
seven clearsinside the time.

Four faults apiece from Sam
Griffiths (Paulank Brockagh) and Aoife
Clark (Vaguely North) propelled them
into the top 10. %

“He has struggled with this phase
and I've been working with Robert
Snadden, a showjumper based near
Aston-le-Walls,” said Aoife. “Robert's
helped me today = Jimmy' isn'tan
easy horsetostartjumpingon ashe's
not the most inspiring, but we take our
time warming up until he's ready to
jump a big fence.”

Clears from Nicola Wilson (One Two
Many) and Michael Ryan (Ballylynch
Adventure) raised them more than 10
places each to seventh and ninth.

Paul Tapner's horses zoomedin
opposite directions on the leaderboard.
Kilronan performed far better than
last year, when four down lost him the

Lasiveal‘sw‘lnw Paulank Brockagh s the
top mare in 10th place with Sam Griffiths

58 HORSE & HOUND - 14 May 2015

NicolaWilson ¥
showjum

move up 11 pla
an }
on One Tio Maj
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AIMING FOR A RECORD

SARAH STRETTON finished 50th on
Skip On (below) and said that this
third completion would be the horse’s
final Badminton.

The rider has a specific plan for the
16-year-old - she wants to do two
more Burghleys with him. That would
mean taking his total completions to
seven and a new record this autumn
(he is one of six horses with six
finishes) and then to eight in 2016.

“That's why | won't bring him to
Badminton next year, to save him for
Burghley,” she said. “Also, | want him
tofinish his career fit and sound, so my
best friend Alice Brennan, who grooms
for me at all the events, can play with
him at the lower levels.”

"Youcanonly doso much—
ultimately that's why | have the ride on
Armada,” said Oliver Townend.

Thenit was William Fox-Pitt's turn,

title, and just took the back bar off the

oxer over the water tray at fence eight.

He rose from 22nd to13th,

Paul said: "It was arelief when | saw
the line of oxer to treble — that's been
the horse’s weakness, so we've spent
the past few weeks practisingit.”

Indian Mill had four down, falling
from sixthto14th.

“It could have been worse —he's
ayoung horse [10] and mentally and
physically tired,” said Paul.

Andrew Nichelson's first ride Calico
Joe has a poor showjumping record
and five down dropped him from
seventh to 22nd. And Ringwood Sky
Boy's three down, and associated slip
from 12th to 15th under Tim Price, was
no big surprise.

The atmosphere got to Arctic Soul
and he took out three fences.

“He gets tensein his neck, then he
gets tightin his back and has the
fences down behind,"” saida

disappointed Gemma Tattersall, who
also lost three places to wind up 16th.

‘Almost a pure showjumper'
MARK TODD had a single time-fault to
rocket up five places to fourth with
Leonidas Il. “He could aimost have
been a pure showjumper, he's got so
much power and scope,” he said.

Bettina Hoy was “abit ambitious" in
the four-stride line to the spread at
fencef1and had it down, but she
moved from eighth tofifthon
Designer10.

Clifton Lush had this fence down
too, which eventually gave him and
Jock Paget arise of twoplaces to
third. And once Ingrid Klimke, fourth
overnight, had jumped a secure clear
ont Hale Bobthe p
was squarely on the top trio.

Armada was another sadly
replicating his form; 16 faults dropped
himto fith. B>

after a “long, painful merning".
FI NAL “| looked at Ingrid when | was
PLAC'NGS warming up and even she looked
nervous, so | thought, 'We're all the
‘Ist same,”” he said afterwards.

Chilli Merning looked keen a couple
of times, but William rode him with the
utmost tact for the clear.

Andrew Nicholson's fate lay in his.
hands, but the long-awaited title was
Ewe not to be. There were gasps when

Ingrid Kfimke on Nereo blundered through the Rolex
Horseware Hale Bob Grand Slam upright at fence two, and
(GER) he lowered two more rails to finish
sixth. “Perhaps | was a bit casual to the
3 rd first,” said Andrew. “I had to squeeze
him a bit to get there and that

JockPageton

Clifton Lush (NZL)

‘William Fox-Pitton
Chilli Morning (GBR)

2nd

panicked him, so he wasn't looking at
the second. Then he feels he's done
something wrong and gets strong.”

Whatever the reason, the New
Zealander had handed the trophy to
his old foe. “It's inthe lap of the gods
when you're lying second,” said
William. “I can't believe it.”

e
i
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COMMENT

Mark
Phillips

‘How can we balance safety with influence?’

IAT adifference there was between
‘ ;" ; William Fox-Pitt’s first Badminton
winin 2004 on Tamarillo and this
yearsvictory. Eleven years ago he wasa minute
overthetimein thewet —and one of the
fastest. This yearin the sun William produced a
truly classic round on Chilli Morning to be
insidethe time.

Itwas sucha contrast from 12 months ago.
Lastyearin the wind and rain, the time was
impossible tomake over a good but overly
intense course, and only 85 completed. This
year, witha plethora of let-up three-star fences,
62 of the 78 starters finished. There were 14
inside the time — Thad predicted 15-20, buta
further seven were within four seconds of the
time, so [ was not far out.

Actually, overnight rain had softened the
ground justenough tomakeitslowerfor the
early horses. It was noticeable howmuch better
horsesfinished towardstheend of the day.

Four-star course-design is not easy. I've been
sick tothe stomach trying to getit right for 25
years [see news, p10-117. What Giuseppe della
Chiesadid was understandable — aswing
from the toodifficult to the too easy. He can
now build on this year’stestand bring the
cross-country back toamore central role.

Ifelt sorry for Hugh Thomas, Badminton
director and now retired course-designer.
Riderslambasted him two years ago for
making the course too soft when he probably
had Badminton’s strongest field ever. This
track ier, but the riders strangely quiet,
probably with reliefafter lastyear. It hasto be
said, though, that we were back to a principally
dressage and showjumping competition.

Klimke's challenges

‘WHILE William thrilled the home crowd with
his 54th three-day event win, you had to feel for
Ingrid Klimke. Many thought she was harshly
marked in the dressage; Horseware Hale Bob
lostashoeinthestartboxand shehad

being at Luhmiihlen. With luck he nowhas
that monkey offhis back.
Australia had abad day. Christopher Burton
looked special until he got intoamuddleat
Huntsmans Close and pulled the right rein
instead of the left to get 20 penalties for
crossing his tracks. Then Sam Griffiths did the
same thingin The Lake on Happy Times when
thelong route option was rightin front of him.
Tina Cook took aducking in The Lake on De
Novo News — noonesaw that coming — and
Caroline Powell, normally so reliable, forgot to
balance alittle before the Gatehouse New Pond
and was also airmailed into the water.
Twassodisappointed nottosee Izzy Taylor
and KBIS Briarlands Matildaon the last day.
Noonerodebetterthan her on Saturday. I'm
alsoincreasingly impressed with Gemma
Tattersall's cross-country riding. Sadly she has
alittlework todo to reach the same heights
withthis horsein anatmospherein the
showjumping.
You had to feel sorry for Oliver Townend and
theveteran Armada. I've never seen him go
better, but his four rails down cost £32,000.

Balancing safety and influence
THE scores were so tight that onefence
covered the top fiveriders, and the top 20 all
had tojump clear to guarantee holding their
place. Edge-of-the-seat stufffor TVand the
packed stadium! But diehards will want the
cross-country to have more influence.
Having said that, Saturday was a good day
for thesportwith alot of horses finishing with a
smile. But eventing continues to struggle with
Jjuggling safety and risk management witha
moreinfluential cross-country. I believe there
will be more minimal requirements for four-
starsin the future. 1 can easily see four-star
fields being reduced to 70 oreven 60 of the
best. Five orsix hours of cross-countryistoo
long for many peopleand certainly for live TV.
T'm alsoasupporter of perhaps two penalties

centi spareassheapproached The
Lake for the firsttimeas two carsblocked the
course. She scraped through between the back
ofacarand the peopleon the string, still
managed to be within the time and jumped
clearon Sunday.

There wassympathy, too, for Andrew
Nicholson. His three rails costhim £63,000
—ouch!

Thiswas the third time Andrew Hoy has
managed toget wet twice in aday, theothertwo

forknocking down aflag, although I think the

five proposed by the FEI is too many. Designers
would then, in fairness to the competitors, have
touse fewer super-skinnies, which horses tend
tojump in an ugly way. The pictures would also
bebetter with fewer flags falling.

Thatisall for the future though. For nowwe
celebrate agreat Badminton win for William.
Heclaimed £80,000, but many celebrated
with him as after six years, once again wehad a
British winner, H&H
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Bettina Hoy commandeers a skewbald pony
for the parade, while Oliver Townend rode a
police horse and William Fox-Pitt borrowed
‘agrey hunter for the occasion

‘William Fox-Pitt with his wife Alice and
children Chioe, Thomas, Emily and Oliver

Olivia Wilmot and Cool Dancer undergo the
obligatory tack check after the dressage

MITSUBISHI MOTORS BADMINTON

Overdll: final scoreboard

MITSUBISHI MOTORS BADMINTON HORSE TRIALS 2015
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(WilliamFox-Pitt,GBR)
 Horseware Hale Bob(Ingrid Klimke, GER)
CliftonLush(Jock Paget, NZL)

Leonidas Il (Mark Todd, NZL)

Designer 10 (Bettina Hoy,GER)

Nereo(Andrew Nicholson, NZL)

One Two Many (NicolaWilson, GBR)

h (Aoife Clark, ;
~ Balyl 2 haelRyan,IRL)
Paulank Brockagh (Sam Griffiths, AUS)

N Armada(iiverTownend,GBR)

14 indianMil(Paui Tapner, AUS)

ingwood Sky Boy (Tim Price, NZL)

 Keytiow NOP(TimLips, NEO)

Second Supreme (Pippa Funnell, GER)
Boleybawn Ace (Andrew Hellernan, NED)

25 Spor phy, IRL)

Out Of Africa Two (Charlotte Agnew, GBR)

TS Jamaimo (¢ ton, AUS)

Grand Manoeuvre(LauraCollett, GBR)

Reve GBR)
Eur ince (Clare Abbott, IRL)

" KingEider (Louise MilneHome, GBR)
Galley Light (Ben Way,GBR) _
Rumour Has It (Mere! 1om, NEO)

SB|YERIRIBRLEBBNR

5

FES
8=

Flight (LoulsaLockwood,GBR)
WMNBS(HEEI!!PSE:'ZIRU B

rryDzenis, GBR)

(annahBate,GBR)

(Alexander Peternell, RSA)
GBR)

On(Sarahstretton,GBR)

GBR)

Aosolt OppostonianaDalion GER)
Mr Patts (LoulseHarwood, GBR) =

56 Nadevile Merze(Nicolas Wettstein, ECU)

Withdrawn before cross-country = Kings Temptress (M
‘GBR) 55.6;E1 Grada (Nick Gauntlett, GBR) 58.4.

Whittington, GBR) 48.2; Tom Tc '3 Nkl
Owen, GBR) 51; Stilo Kontika (Glovanni Ugolattl, ITA) 52.

ST WieDonna's Nileuwmoed (LourenceHunt, GBR) 60.8 20 668 16 2 1656
Thel GBR). 51.3;Justronic (Cralg Nicolal, NZL) 62.4;Chequers Playboy (Dee Hankey, GBR) 50.;CoolDancer
lary King, GBR)4T.; C: y(TomCrisp, «GBR)43.3;SligoL i ¥ nage,
G8R) AndL NzL) RU
(Francis Hoy. AUS) 46.4,
R)AZ1: The Hig i nael Jock Paget, NZL) 41.2,0,6.4;Lebowski(Beanie
% Happy T AUS)A7S. Sturgis, GBR)S5.8.20,5.2; tis, GER) 43,6, ucy Jackson,
AUS)E3T;LordOf TheOwls (ulle Tew, GBR)  NZL)4S.010. i Taylor,

¥
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PLACINGS
AFTER
CROSS-

COUNTRY

Ist

Andrew Nicholson on
Nereo (NZL)

2nd

William Fox-Pitt on
Chilli Morning (GBR)

3rd

Oliver Townend on
Armada (GBR)

R

Ingrid Klimke so nearly
becomes the first German
towin Badminton, but settles
for second with a brilliant
ali-round performance on Pau
winner Horseware Hale Bob

MITSUBISHI MOTORS BADMINTON

France's Pascal Leroy
De Petra through the

The course hitsjust the right note, with enough excitement and
excellent pictures, as the top guns produce fault-free rounds

HE riders agreed with the

pre-event publicity that

Giuseppe della Chiesa had

softened the course from

his 2014 creation, which
returned cross-country toits rightful
influence but decimated the field.
More let-up fences had appeared and
the course was less intense inthe
Vicarage Vee area.

Ground was a huge factor last year,
which locked unlikely this time, and
the track is kinder on horses running
anticlockwise.

“The pulls up to Huntsmans Close

* and The Quarry at the end are tiring

going clockwise [as last year],” said
Andrew Nicholson. “This way you can
have atired horse at eight minutes
and not get into toomuch difficulty.”

Some competitors lamented the
loss of traditional feature fences — the
Vicarage Vee was missing — while the
big question was whether the track
‘would now prove too soft. Honestly,
who'd be a course-designer?

‘I ran over the steward's toes’
EARLY indications suggested the
test was indeed too easy. Eleven of
the first 12 riders recorded clears,
despite Nicola Wilson and One Two
Many contending with asteward on
their line at the Gatehouse New Pond
(fence 20).

“| shouted: 'Excuse me, excuse me,'
then luckily he took a stride back and
I ran over his toes,” joked Nicola, who
is one of the politest riders around =
how many would say “excuse me” in
this situation? :

Jock Paget and Clifton Promise’s
6.4 time-faults cost him four places to
drop to10th. The first pairs inside the
time were Ireland’s Joseph Murphy
on Sportsfield Othello, who moved up
from equal 70th to 28th, and New
Zealand's Jonelle Price with Classic
Moet, who rose 35 places to 25th.

Mark Todd said he took a few too
many pulls on the turn between the
World Horse Welfare Garden Gates
(fence 23ab), but his 1.2 time-faults >
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