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Double delight

takes while to sink
in for Townend

HIS spectatular win at the Land
Haovier Hllrﬁhh‘:..‘ Horse Trials at
the weckond hasn’ sunk in yet
aned Ohiver Torwneend sounds as if
b 15 sl in shock.

Winning Badmbinton with Fling
Curtis had given him enough (o
celebhrate but 1o follew this with
victory al Burghley with
Carousel Quest lef him almdost
lost for words and has put the
Yorkshine ricler firmly at the (op
of his class.

“It’s the first time 1've gone o
Burghley with a fighiing chance
of winning. He's such a :}?] class
Tersaz, BUS just & matter of press-
ing the right buttons,.” said
Oliver, “He always tries his best
and hee could CHpE with everys
thing.

“He can be a bit fragile at
timees, both physkeally and men-
tally, but on a good day he ls
unbeatable.”

Huddersfield-lborm Oliver, 26,
has been riding the horse for a
wisar andd e padd tribaste 6o Cnes.
%icla f:hm-m:ll:ling who origi-
natdl 'Fu:l.u.!l.rnun:l ki,

'E-ilw applicd the buttons, all |
hiad to do was push them,” he
acldded.

*In just went our way all week,
The dressage wis godd. 1 was a
bit slow on the Cross-country,
bt in the end bt dbdn’t matten™

He finished elght penalties
alecad of the 49 riders who com-
pl-[lmd and was clise 16 bEdrs as

Eﬂumlﬁﬂ
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hie completed the showjumplng
and knew he had won.

He ok home the Land Hover
Perpetual Trophy and £55 in
prize money, a welcome boost
since he hi,ll,lj::lﬂ his farm Lt
Ellesmere in Shropshire in
Movember,

The same month he won the
biggest-cver eventing prize in
this country = £ N0 - |:i|.li:||!;|',
Fling Curtis in the inaugura
Ibqirl,--u. !Zn-nling i EErmaE ol

W

Hiz Burghley win kecps him
aheadd n the HSEC FEI Classics
rankings which finishes at
Etolles de Pau In France nexs
month and also pas him in the
manning for a = Grandd Slam
in Lexington. Kentucky next
May, which are worth £91.000
and £213,000 pespectively,
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DOUBLE DELIGHT: Hudderstheld-born Oliver Townend celebrates after winning the Burghley Horse Triaks,
adding 1o his Badminton success earlier this year,

This weekend he will e come
peding ot Biair Horse Trials riding
the nkne-year-okd QDT Master
Fose and then his attentbon will
bz fiemly focussed on the HSBC
FEI European Champlonships at
Fontaineblen at the end of this
month where he will be in the
British veam riding Eling Curs

After that, says Ofiver, it might
I ust about e W Grganise “a
it of a da” o celebrte his dual
Badminton- Burghley win
WATCH jockeys schooling over
hurdles and fences, see race-

haorses h-,'ntE resfrained and
wilch the South Yorkshire
Mounted Police In action.

These are just some of the
events which will be on show
whien the MNorthern Raclng Col-
lege an Doncaster holds @is
anmual Open Dy on Sunday.

The -th.:ril:.' event i the col-
fepes Iri|_|:|.;|.=;.1 fund-rmiser of e
vear and s I'_Ir%:llll\t'ﬂ I:.:,' the
Fricmds of the Northern Racing
Cillege,

The day will also include pony
racing and Arabian racing, the

i

Gingx Hunt Pony Clob mounbed
gamdes and a chance 1o meet the
lohin Smith's People's Rvoe rdders
from this :,'u:.'l.r'\. RO,

There will I:u:|||.1[uv:1n4::lldt'!nun-
strations s well from an equine
dentist and a farrler and advice
from an cquine nutrithonksy.

Prizes (or a silent auciion
include a trip 1o the Coolmore
Sousd in Ieckand, & privabe tour ol
Shelkh Mohammedd's Dalham
Hall Stud at Newmarket and a
visli o Alan Ring's Bagbury Cis-
tle sisbdes in Wilishire.
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