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Shropshire eventer Oliver Townend proves
you don’t have to be super rich to succeed

- pproaching the
20th fence, Oliver
was looking good.

He'd overcome a tortu-
ous 51-hour journey to
America by train, car
and plane, to avoid the
Icelandic volcanic ash.
The Rolex Grand Slam
was within touching dis-
tance for the 27-year-old
from Ellesmere, and
with it a place in history
— not to mention the
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1 £230,000 winner'’s
cheque.
But there was one challenge

days because I was knocked out
and I broke the t1p of my shoul-

Oliver celebrates after winning The Land Rover
Burghley Horse Trials in 2009

bruises in the past but I've that I’ve gntfewerhorses now

i Townend and his horse, Ash-
ale ise Master, couldn’t
overcome in their quest to
become the first to win Bad-
minton, Burghley and Ken-
tucky back-to-back.

The 20th may have only been-
four feet high but it had
already been the downfall of
two other riders that day and,
after a moment’s hesitation
from the horse, the fence
known as the Hollow had
claimed its third victim. “It was
all very quick,” said Townend
of the fall.

“You wouldn’t want too
many like it, but I was lucky
enough to walk away which
was the biggest positive. I was

the third one to fall at that
fence — you possibly won’t see a
fence like that for a while bit at
the same time it was just one of
those things and I made a mis-
take.

“I was banned from
competing for 21

-

num and four nbs You
wouldn’t want it all the time.”
Yet the top Shropshire even-
ter was back in the saddle just
three weeks later — hungrier
and more determined than
ever before. It is exactly that
sort of attitude which saw the
former world number one put
together that remarkable
string of results in 2009.
Townend says the fall has
brought him back down to
earth with a bump, literally.
He said: “It just shows you that
you can never get big headed in
our job. I was world number one
last year right to the end of the

season and then I've done very lit-
tle other than sit on my backside
this year. It keeps you level and it
keeps you work-
ing hard.

“I’ve had
quite a few
bumps and
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I've broken I've always man-
aged to get back within a
week - this is definitely the
longest time out but at the
same time it’s just made me
hungrier to get going again.
“I've been in the job long
enough to make sure you enjoy
the good moments because
they’re outweighed by some of
the not so good moments.”
Townend added that the
hunger and drive, something
which has been with him since
he first got on a horse at seven-

yeéars-old, had returned during
his brief lay off.

And there is one thing which
makes him want to get back in
the arena and compete again
and again - regardless of injury
or risk: “I miss winning,” he
said. “I always hope to have a
win every week or so when
were in form and obviously
that hasn’t happened for a
while because of that set back
but I'm hungrier than ever. “
There is more to Townend,
however, excep-
' tional sports-
manship. The
quality that singles
him out from other
top-ranked sports-

men is his business
acumen.

“It’s a very diffi-
cult thing to get the

balance right,” he
¥ adds.

“I don’t think there
are many people in the
world making a living
out of eventing. My
main source of income
normally is buying and
selling horses, last year it was
luckily by prize money.”

“There were some horses
that needed to be moved on out
of the stable to allow the stable
and the business to increase in
quality and I think we’ve done
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concentrate on keeping pro-
ducing those top class results
at the biggest events in the
world. It's really made me
tighten up again and I've got a
great team of horses, a fantas-
tic team of people and a good
bunch of owners. I've got 34
horses now and that's small in
comparison.”
Lucky place

Sitting in his scenic 35-acre

Dudleston Heath base with

nothing but the sound of

horses’ hooves for company it
is clear that hard work has paid

off. Townend, who moved to his
current home 18 months ago,
added: “So far it's been an
unbelievably lucky place.

“The first competition we
won out of the place was the
New Express Eventing down in
Cardiff at the Millennium Sta-
dium which was for £100,000
then we went on to win Bad-
minton and then Burghley.

“It was always too good to be
true. You’re always going to get
a knock with horses, you can’t
continue at that rate - it’s
unheard of. It's never hap-
pened in the world before and
I’d be surprised if it ever hap-
pened again.”

And with the World Champi-
onships coming up later this
year, back at the same Ken-
tucky venue where Townend
suffered his fall, and the Lon-
don Olympics on|the horizon
Townend cannot afford to rest
easy. He said: “Hopefully it's
the world champions first. I'm
qualified on a couple of horses
but I've still got to get selected
so hopefully I'll go to the
worlds.

“At the forefront of every-
body’s minds is the Olympics in
2012 which we’ve got a strong
team of young horses and I'm
very hopeful.”
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After winning the Mitsubishi Motors Badminton Horse
Trials in 2009 on Flint Curtis

s on Oliver

b ope it gets people inter-

" he said. “ I know it’s got
itation of being a bit elit-

snobbish but hopefully
one that can prove that
€ Irom a pretty normal
jround can get involved
Ditifthey really want to ”

As well as personal success
Townend also views the
Olympics as a chance to put
eventing on the map. The four
day event will be held in Green-
wich Park giving Londoners
and visitors a one-off opportu-
nity to see the sport close-up.




