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P, liver Townend is a man who has little
o ! time for superstition or chance - hard
azn work and unremitting preparation are
¥ more his style.
‘ The 26-vear-old has just claimed one of the

greatest titles in the equestrian world — the
Mitsubishi Motors Badminton Horse 1 a

\ three-day event for which many riders wait
until their 30s and 40s before even achieving
the qualifyir andard

He won the Badminton title riding from his
on Heath near

llesmere,

new base, at Dudle:

L every-

Kate Healey talks to Oliver Townend about the sheer hard work  where his atention t detail is evider
involved in achieving the pinnacle of equestrian success

based in Leicestershire, but
places were so expensive there,” said Oliver,
whowas bornand

We bought this yard from Charles Britton
e created a fantastic facility, which
enas, a lunging pen and a

w up near Huddersfield

and ha

includes two 3

horse walker
The old dairy has been tr

nsformed to
increase the stabling from 10 boxes to 45 and
‘commodation and a

they sit alongside staf

house for the Townends,

Oliver's eventing career is very much a fam-
ily affair. in which dad Alan and mum Eve play
a pivoral role, along with current stable jockey
Helen Wilson
ents are 4 huge support — they still
have their house in Yorkshire but have come

“My pa

down here 1o help me,” Oli continued

“Dad is up at 5am to feed and has got this

just right, as all the horses look well and feel
good in their brain. Helen rides a lot of the
the older ones when

al

novice horses, as well
they arc not competing - we also have ar
»od bunch of girl
. whao has ridden round Burghley three-
wt himself in the past, was the reason
age of

1s working for us.”

day ev
Oliver first started riding at the tender

seven.

‘He got dragged around with me compet-
ing and finally thought ‘T've got to sulfer this
so I might as well do it myself’,” Alan laughed
“It snowballed from there and he eventually
d events

took over. I won a couple of adv:
but it was always more of a hobby for me.
Five years after he first climbed into the sad-
dle, at the age of 12, Oliver won the Junior
Newcomers showjumping final at the Horse

of the Year Show on his pony Cool Mule.

AL 14
Pony Internatio
on my last horse,

¢ showjumped for Er
il level and did Junior trials
Id Ringer,” Alan added.
Oliver’s desir 1 and improve took
him to the Harrogate yard of Olympic dres-
sage rider and Badminton winner Chris Bartle
for sixmonths, and he went on tospend three
vears with Great Britain showjumping coach
Ken Clawson, in Lei
Both of them taught me a lot, and New

Olympic medallist Andrew Nicholson #

to le

estershire.

thar patl off wher de. He's good in
all thee pha

showumping but so long as 1 do a good job,

es — he can a bit low in

he does we
Oliver
atively ¢

¢l that his Badminton win, rel
sport where riders
rnationally into their 50s and even
aken a big pressure off

10N COMm-

prize money was nice too, as it's very

ard like mine in this
unlike many other
, is selling horses and prize my
it's a relie
of horses rec
season — it h
have really shown what they can do and peor
ple start thinking of next year.”

Oliver had little time to refax and rest on his

to finance a
sport: My main incor
rid

ney and

1o win a big sum. I've not sold a lot

ntly as it's the quiet time of the

s up later on when the horses

“I don’t really bave any idols as
such, nor any superstitions about
Tucky socks or counting magpies. It
always surprises me that some
ridersdo...”

laurels after his Badminton victory, however. He
wias straight onto producing the next g 1

tion, with a trip to the Aston-le-Walls one da

event in Northants and the Chatsworth Interna-
tional in Derbyshire, before mavelling over to
France for the Saumur CC1*** th
fair to say I get as much pleasure from

e-clay event

a nice young horse as 1 dowinning a bi

he said. “Riding a new horse that ve
know is going to be good, at his first Interme-
diate one-day event, gives me jus|
thrill as winning.”

That craving to find the star

the future
has led to Oliver gaining a reputation as one of
the hardest-working
cuit, which runs from March to the end of

ders on the event cir-

Octaber, alongside vel Andrew Nichol-

son

This season he has competed no fewer than
83 times to date, on more than 25 different
y

Oliver Townend with bis
Badminton trophy

Ofi showed an interest at a ve

ane was soomn winning tropbies as a funior.

Flinet Curtis with Katberine Mellor; bead groom

The showjrmping stage al Badminion.
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horses, and has made the top ten in nearly half

of these outings.

I'he
Olivers
admits

juest to make the 2012 Olympics fucls

much as any event rider, although he

to thinking “people go overboare
abaut this sometimes”

He added: “Flint Curtis will only be 16 in
2012 and:
old horses have done really well in major com

of 16-year-old and even 17-vear

petitions. I believe several of the horses in my

o make it

current string also have the ability
and there's no reason why Britain shouldn’t
do well

In the meantime the Townends will just
keep their noses to the
17 hou
Jiving on a “financi

rindstone, putting in

a day, wor cven cays a week and

nife-ec

*. Suchare the

demands on 21st-century sportir s —and

1o one is more likely 1o withstand the pres-
sure than Oliver.
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