dsddie, shieauued.

Selected as an individual for last
year's youngrider squad, Alexhas
her sights setonateam place and
the move up tothree-star.

Qliver Townend's consistent
cross-country performer
Sandiman Il proved hisworthen
route to second place — the
gelding caught afrontlegat the
apencorner (15) and pecked on
landing. With every opportunity to
run past the brush, he picked up
andjumped through the flags, still
ontwo strides.

With three Ol runner-up spots,
Oliver went home happy.

“They allimpressed me today
—weweren'tmeanttobeat the
races, but both ODT Ghareeband
Cooley Master Class finishedon
their dressage scoresand
Sandimanwas 1secover the
optimum,”he said.

and Sandiman Il manage to stay
upright after the horse leaves aleg at
the

angled brush just two strides ater

Stalking Oliver, Mark Todd
posted three Ol third places with
Oloa, Leonidas llandNZB
Campino.

Top horses battle it out
GEMMATATTERSALL pipped
Piggy Frenchtothe top spotinOl
sectionT. Arctic Soul was
comfortably inside thetime to
complete on his 24,6 first phase
score, while DHI Topper W added
2 4time-faults tohis leading
dressage score of 22.3. Piggy
confessed she hadn’t meantto
goas fast as she did, but Topper
was cruising.

Gemmawas delighted:"He'san
ex-racehorse andgives me areal
adrenalinrushacross country.
Built togallop, he’slesskeenon
‘fiddly’ dressage, but was very
accurate today — four daysin

(A

Januarywith Chris Bartle has
helped alot with his expression.”
Ruth Edge and Hip Hop Hero
took Ol sectionV, Ruth describing
Janet Murray's sonof Cult Heroas
“pureclass’”.
ThefinalOland one ofthe
intermediate sections wenttothe
on-form Izzy Taylor. Her new ride
Allercombe Ellie recorded a
dressage score completionin Ol
sectionW,and KBIS Starburst
posted analmost 10pen winning
margininintermediate section X.
Heading the chasing pack in
section Xwas Emily Prangnell (see
box). whose DHI Beaunesse was
also runner-upat Oasby.Hardon
her heels were Emily Lochore and
Hexmaley's Hayday.
The day’s final winner, with an
evengreater margin of 11 points
—despite 1.2 "toofast” cross-

country time-penalties —was
Cindy Onslow's Diamond
Sundance, ridden by Emily Parker
(see box,right).

“Allmy horses have been fast
this year.” laughed Emily.“It's the
Scottish hills! Cindy produced
Diamond Sundance upto
one-starand | took over just before
Blair last year — he's areally
exciting horse, straightforward
andeagertoplease””

His breeding helps his speed:
outofaKing Of Diamonds mare,
by Sunny Boy and with St Leger
winner Julio Mariner as his
grandsire, he has a swift turn of
foot. The pair now head tothe
horse’s firstadvanced at
Weston Park.

Morpeth-based Emma
Carmichael, 21, who specialises in
producing event ponies, was
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