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By JoPrestwich

DESPITE a partnership of just five
days, Oliver Townendand Patsy
Mason’s Mr Hiho led throughout
towinthe openintermediate (OI)
at Kelsall Hill.

“He'satricky character,buthas
ocodles of ability," said Oliver of the
former Mary and Emily King ride.

MrHihowon ajunior individual
silver medal with Emilyin2012,
buthas had some issueswiththe
Kings this year,including being
strongacross country.

“| did enough at home to bring
himhere and wanted to test the
water and see how it went." Oliver
added."He has loads of gallopand
was plenty strong enough, but |
wanted tofeel he was slightlyin
control and taking me forward."

The gelding was the only one
tobreak the 20-barrierinthe
dressage.

“He's more warmblood than
my usual rides and has plenty of
trot and the presence togowith
it."said Oliver."His test did
deserveagood mark — Emily
has trained himwell”

Oliver followed up withawinin
theintermediate with Power
Drive. The Irish-bred son of Power
Blade —who stands at Harthill
Stud, sponsorsof thisclass —isa
full thoroughbred and belongs to
one of Oliver’s long-standing
owners Mary Clague.

“She's beenavery loyal owner
andit's great to havea proper
horsefor her"hesaid.

“Thisisaseriousevent."he
added."Youcantreatitas

Keeping itin the family

SECOND and fourthin the Ol were Roy Baker and

o

Oliver Townend and Mr Hiholand
the open intermediatejust five
daysinto their partnership

educational witha youngster,or
knifeinand cuttheturns and
make it tougher. Itisatrack to
bringafull range of horsesto.I'd
lovetoseeaCIC2*andan
advanced hereinthefuture”
Paul Simsfilled second in the
intermediate with Fredand
Roselle Willis's Last Secret, the
only pairing to make the time
round the intermediate track.
“She pulled my arms out.” said
Paul of the mare by I'm Henry.
“Shecameoutof the start box
onthe'g of the'go. The brakes
aren'tbrilliant, but sheis areal

class horse and one for the future.”’

Only17-year-old Phoebe Powell
prevented professionalsfilling the
topsix places in boththe Oland
intermediate sections. Phoebe,
freshfromher firstadvanced run
at Allerton Park a week earlier,was
third behind Paul and Last Secret
with her Irish-bred coloured eight-
year-old, Kelly's Lad.

The Aughabeg Patch gelding
was boughtasanunbroken four-
year-old.

“We saw himloosejumpovera

Emma Baker-Jones’s homebred full brothers
Whitson (ridden by Louise Harwood) and Sam | Am
1l (pictured right, ridden by Paul Sims). The two
trace their damline back to a point-to-point mare,
April Sovereign, whom Roy acquired in1980.
“She belongedtoa nen,ghbourwha hadbred a uouple of

foals fromher," expl.

g tous, bred us two

nice colts and then aﬂlly{SpnngC

by Cruise Missile].

“When she was scanned with thefilly she had actually twinned, soone
was pinched out. We always wondered if that was why Spring Cruise, who

twice

Phoebe Powell, 17, and Kelly's Lad join
the pros with intermediate third
cross pole and he fell over and
splithis neck open,”said Phoebe,
whois about to move from North
Yorkshire to Shropshire to pursue
acareerin horses.

“Ifelt sorry for him, thought he
was very cute and bought him. I'd
noidea how talentedhe was, he's
sospecial and | hope heis going to
be afour-star horse for me."H&H
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ByHelen Scott

NICOLAWILSON gave Beltane
Queenalovely runtowintheopen
intermediate on adouble clear by
amarginof nearly Spen.

The10-year-old mareisbeing
campaigned atalower levelas.
partof anautumn confidence-
giving campaign after demanding
runs at Badminton and Blair
Castle. Nicolachose tosidestep
Burghley and will contest the
two-star at Osberton.

“We're thinking of the bigger
picture with her and want to give
her confidence, particularly inthe
showjumping. She's avery
capable jumper, but wewanted
her to think she didn't always have
totackle big showjumps.’she said

Beltane Queen’sdressage has
always been consistent and she
produced ascore of 22.7 tohead
the field convincingly going into
the jumping phases.

Although the pair added six
time-penalties, they still posted
the fastest round of the section.

Insecond was Jamie Atkinson
riding Emma Pybus’s Fernhill
InAction,whohashad a
chequered season.

Jamie tock over theridein July
when Emma secured ajobinasse
managementinLondonand had
togive up competing.

“He started being naughty
and, as Emma had her mind on
applying for jobs, she couldn’t
convince himto getonwithit,”
said Emma’s mother Jane, whois
oneoftheorganisers at Belsay.

“Jamie has been gettingto
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