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BADMINTON winner Jock Paget
plucked another of British
eventing's crownjewels when
taking the British Eventing Open
Championshipwitha
consummate performance.

Riding Lucy Allisen and Frances
Stead's Clifton Lush, the 29-year-
old New Zealander led the
dressage on 37.3. He showjumped
clear and came home with four
cross-country time-penalties
after easing upinthefinal stages
of the twisting track.

“lknew|had 8secin hand over
Andrew [Nicholson, second after
dressage on Nereo],solhad
plannedtogo inside thetime and
the margin was tootight to be
clever,"said Jock."After | had been
going for 4min | heard that

Was our photographer at your event? _ssSin,

1020 3148 43553‘-’5

somethinghadhappenedto
Andrew, so |knew |had 15sec over
Oliver [Townend, third after
dressageonArmada]and was
ableto cruise home from there”

He continued: " really wanted
this. | had some targets for the
year — Badminton, which wentto
plan; Luhmdhlen, which didn'tas|
had towithdrawafter dressage;
Aachen. where Imade a mistake
across country; Gatcombe,
Burghleyand Pau.”

He plans tarun bath Clifton
Lushand Badminton hero Clifton
Promise at Burghley andis clearly
the manAndrew Nicholson and

William Fox-Pitt have to beat.

Butthethreealsohavea
serious rivalin Qliver Townend. He
finished second on Paul Ridgeon’s
Armada, having flownrounda
heart-stopping 10sec inside the
time tocompleteonhis43.1
dressage score.

“lcouldn't believeitwhen |
looked at my watch coming out of
thewater — | was aminute faster
there than|'d ever been before at
Gatcombe.” he said.

Oliver described Armada,
who has the gallop of aleopard
andtheheartofalion.as"a
freak-like horse”
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Lush (NZL) 1
Oliver Townendon 1
Armada (GBR) L
SamGriffithson »
Happy Times ,’
~_ (AUS)

INFLUENTIAL

SHOWJUMPING

GATCOMBE'S showjumping

tracks are ofteninfluential,

built big and situated in an

undulatingring. Here are

the stats:

» Open championship: 22
clearsoutof 47

» Intermediate championship:
17 clears outof73

» Novice championship:
2lclearsoutof 61

> Advanced: 24 clears out of 64

Andrew Hoy pilots Contendro son
Cheeky Calimbo round the British
open track for fourth place

Asked howbrave he had to be to
letthe 14-year-oldrunandjump,
he smiledand said: “I'mvery
comfortable onhim.”

Inliteral terms, thiswas not true
— Oliver was riding with
suspected brokenribs after falling
at homewithanovice horseon
Thursday and was walking very
gingerly. Afall from Black Tiell,
one of his four rides in the Smith &
Williamson Intermediate
Championship, won't have helped.

Therewasan11-mark gap
behind the first pair to Sam
Griffiths and Happy Times in third.

They had asingle showjump down
and 6.4 time-penaltiesto
completeon54.2.

“Iwas thrilled with him — he’s
getting back to some really good
form," said Sam, who owns the
horse jointly with Dinah Posford
and Juliet Donald.

The Heraldik 14-year-old's

Gatcombe Festival of British Eventing

Emily King finishes
third in the advanced
on Brookleigh inhigh-

class company

|couldn’tbelieveit
when|lookedatmy
watchcomingout of
thewater—Iwasa
minute fasterthere
thanl’'deverbeen
before at Gatcombe
Oliver TownendonhisrideonArmada

showjumping has been the chink
inhis armour recently, but Sam
has high hopes of both Happy
Times and 12th-placed Paulank
Brockaghat Burghley.

Andrew Hoy and Cheeky
Calimbo looked confident in
fourth, adding asmattering of
time-faults totheir 44 dressage
score. Andrew will aim the 11-year-
old Contendro gelding at either
Blenheim CCI3* or Boekelo CCI3*
before tackling afour-starin 2014.

Anew faceinthisillustrious
company was that of 21-year-old
Wills Goodhew. The Royal
Agricultural College student made
his debut in this class by
leapfrogging from32nd after
dressage tofifth by adding

nothing to his 54.4 dressage score.

He rode his mother Pella’s

Trefilan Quicksilver. cn whom he
was second inthe CCI3* at Blair
last year.

"He’'sabig[172hh] horse witha
long stride, but heisn't strong so
you can keep pushing down to
fences,”Wills said."He was pretty
spotontoeverythinganda
pleasuretoride.

Wills won the Worshipful
Company of Saddlers'saddle for
the bestunder-25rider and the
£1,000 Horse Trials Support
Group bursary, which heplansto
spend training with Angela Tucker.

Andrew Nicholson finished
sixth on Rosemary and Mark
Barlow's Avebury.

The Kiwi,who has beenon
fantastic formsince he wonthe
openhere twoyears agoon Nereo,
had amixed weekend.

Of histhreeridesinthisclass,
first Viscount George threwinthe
towel with two stops atthe

brightly coloured mushroomat
the top of the park bowl.

Then Andrew clouted his left
armonthe flagpole attached to
the boat that formed the second
element of the Equex China Water
Complex at 22abwhenridinga
stylish round on Avebury.

Finally, the magnificent Nereo
picked up only the third cross-
countryjumping penalty of his
nine-year career when stopping at
22a,the dropintothe water. It
looked as if one of themhad an
extremely rare moment of
indecision and Nereo put down at
the base of the fence rather than
picking his legs up.

Andrew also fell with Quimboin
Saturday’s advanced sectionand
athird place inthe intermediate
championship onTeseoisunlikely
to have been enough tomake the
drive homea chatty one. Hisrivals
willjust have been relieved that he
is human after all.

Beanie Sturgis headed the girls’
teamin the open, whipping round
the cross-countryinside the time
tofinish onher 55 dressage mark
on Lebowski for seventh place.
Aoife Clark chased her in
eighthonthe nine-year-old B

Paul Tapner finishes.
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British open champion Clifton Lush

IN2007 Clifton Lush fell in the field and broke
nine thoracic vertebrae — in other words, his.
withers. He was not allowed to lie down or roll for
six months and, Jock says, is 2in shorter than

before his accident.

“He has nowither nowand there’s notalotin
front of you when you get on, but he's this little
horse who just pins his ears back and goes for it

said Jock.

The13-year-old New Zealand thoroughbred
was evented by Joe Meyer until 2011 and

completed Luhmihlen and Pau CCl4*s.

Jock took over in 2011 and won Bramham's CIC3* on him. They were

third in the British open here at G

then fifth at Burgl

result 1heyrepeated in 2012 Clifton Lush finished 14th behind his £

liftonF at B

“For himto win thisis very special because he's been knocking on the

this year.

door fora long time and deserves one."said Jock.

mare Fenyas Elegance.

Francis Whittington (Easy
Target) and Michael Owen(The
Highland Prince) completed the
top10.

Specialmention must be made
of Craig Nicolai. He and Just Ironic
have been known togive the
coloured polesabashing, but they
jumped clear here — astheydidin
2011 —and came home under the
time across country to finishon
their dressage score in16th.

Asisoftenthecase, the British
team horses preparing for the
Europeans didn't runacross
countryinthe open. Miners Frolic
(TinaCook) was the best placed
after dressagein sixth with 43.1.
Mirage D'Elle (Pippa Funnell)and
KBIS Briarlands Matilda (1zzy
Taylor) were 29th and 30thwith
52.1and 52.9.Only Mirage D'Elle
showjumped clear.

Two more British squad
members, Lucy Wiegersmaand

Tom McEwen, raninthe advanced
class. Lucy was eighth on Simon
Porloe and Tom jumpedasteady
double clear on Diesel. William
Fox-Pitt and Lionheart are heading
for Hartpury this weekend.

fifth intermediate title
WILLIAM FOX-PITT won the
Smith &Williamson British
Intermediate Championship for
the fifth time. Followingin the
footsteps of Mr Beluga (1997),
Tamarillo (2000), Tom Cruise Il
(2003)and Macchiato (2006)
comes Carol Gee and Catherine
Witt's Fernhill Pimms.

The pair led the dressage on
23.9,werefaultlessinthe
showjumpingring and quick
enough cross-country for 3.6
time-faults.

Fernhill Pimms, an Ard VDL
Douglas nine-year-old, was ridden
by Portugal's Duarte Seabra until
this season.

“Ihaven't had him very longand
ithasn't been completely plain
sailing," said William. "We had an
unexplained blip at Tattersalls [he
was second after dressage inthe
CCi2* andranpast alogfence],
buthe's been very goodin hisruns
since. |came here withmore
confidence — and he was superb.

“He'saconfident, bonny little
person, very clever,and I really
enjoy riding him.Thiswas abig
stepupand he madeit feel easy.”

Oliver Townend was second
againonAngelaHislop's smart
Ramiro B eight-year-old Cooley
Master Class. They were the
fastest of the section with two
time-faults across country —and
had two time-faults inthe
showjumping.

Andrew Nicholson and his own
and Philip Channer’s seven-year-
old Teseowere third.

SaraSquires finished fourthon
Francine Fenley’s thoroughbred
stallion Sula Blue, whois by the
National Hunt sire Sula Bula out of
an Ascertainmare.

Fifth was Pippa Funnellon
Jaroslav Hatla's Second Supreme,
withAmy Crerarsixth. Amyisona
roll— she and Fernhill Rockstar
were part of the silver medal-
winning British team at therecent
EuropeanCIC2* Championships
inAustria(report,1August).

‘The easiest horse I've had"
“THIS could be my Rio horse,"said
Bettina Hoy (see box, aboveright)
after shewon the British Eventing
Novice Championship on Gerd
Horst's Seigneur Medicott.

She headed the dressage with
the seven-year-old onamark of
26.2 and had enough breathing
space for 2 4time-faults across
country after showjumping clear.

“He's by farthe easiesthorsel
have ever had," she said. “He goes
inone bit for allthree phases; | go
toevents on my ownwith him —

he'sjustsowell behaved”

Aoife Clark had anexcellentrun
— she brought four horses to
Gatcombe and all finished inthe
top 10.Her best placing was
second inthe novice final onthe

seven-year-old Fernhill Adventure,

whojust tippedarail
showjumping and was 1sec over
the cross-country time allowed
forascoreof 31.8.

To round off the weekend, her
groom Hollie Bradshaw was
awarded the groom’s prize.

“ champions Andrew
Nicholson and Nereo give
up their title with a stop

Thenext threeriders finished
ontheir dressage scores. Paul
Tapner was third on Pioneer Milly
with 33.3, Carlos Paro took fourth
for Brazil on 34.4 with Summon
Up Theblood and Angus Smales
endedupfifthon ABitMuch

Austin O'Connorand Kilpatrick
Knight were sixth.

An easy win

WILLIAM FOX-PITT managedto
gowrongin his dressage test

on Christopher Stone’s Chilli

Gatcombe Festival of British Eventing

Firt-Gatzambewin
Bettina Hoy

SHE'S been European champion and has multiple
championship medals but, despite having been based at
Gatmmbelorwelloveradecade Mrnuwcechampmnsmp

herfirstat th

victory

Bettma 5bestplacmg prwmuslywassemndm the open

Water

in1999.

“It's very special riding here — | know every stone," she said.
Bettinabought Seigneur Medicott, who is by the thoroughbred sire

Seigneur DAlleray out of a Trakehner mare, late in his five-year-old year,
from ashowjumping yard.

“| saw him trot one circle and thought that if he had a half-decent jump.

I'd have to have him."she said.

William Fox-Pitt tops

theintermediate final
with Fernhill Pimms:
4 bonny
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He'sbyfarthe
easiesthorsel have
everhad.Hegoes
inone bitforall
threephases,|goto
eventsonmyown
withhim—he'sjust
sowell behaved

BettinaHoy onBritishnovice
champion Seigneur Medicott

Morninginthe advanced section
and stillwin.

“I'dalready done the test twice
—ljust got carried away!" said
William, who scored a Carl Hester-
like24.8.

Eighttime-faultsacross
country couldn't keep them off
thetopspot.

Thechestnut stallionis entered
for Burghley and Williamis hoping
to be able to wipe their retirement
in Kentucky this spring fromthe
slate.

“He's betterwhen he feelslike
heisincharge and | have to go with
the flowabit,"he said."Thiswasa
good track toride him round, as|
haven't ridden himon [such
undulating] terrainand it will be
good experience before Burghley.”
Oliver Townend proved the

-~ Britishopen
s seventh: Beanie,
2 Hughes and
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weekend's perennial bridesmaid,
taking second place for the third
time. He rode ODT Ghareeb,
whom he described as “very green
at this level”.

Oliver said: | really like him, but
heis quite spooky still. His flying
changes really are flying, with lots
of squealing and messing about.
He has all the attributes of atop
horse, though."

The nine-year-old is by the
recently deceased thoroughbred
Ghareeb.

“IsawGhareebinthefleshand
hewas a very small-boned blood
horse —butall the ones I've seen
by him are elephants.” said Oliver.
“But they seem to have the quality
andclass tocope withtheir size."

Emily King took third, riding
withmaturity and poise beyond
her 17 years. She and Brookleigh
jumped adouble clear with5.6
time-faults toend on 37 one mark
ahead of Tom McEwen and Dry
Old Party.

Despite plenty of rain
throughout Saturday and Sunday,
Gatcombe’s free-draining turf
heldup well.

“It was amazing how good the
ground was, given therain, the
terrainandthe amount of horses
whohadbeen round it said Jock
Paget. whowas the final rider of
the weekend on the cross-country
with CliftonLush. H&H
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British Open Ch CIC3*.— 1. Cifton Lush
2, Armad:
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