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Eventing

Townend
off toa
flying start

ISLEHAM, SUFFOLK
1-2March

ByMarthaTerry

OLIVER Townend'sthree-
pronged attackon
Isleham’s Ol showed
thatthismanmeans
businessright fromthe
season'scurtain-raiser.
After the dressage phase
hisrides — Clover Curtis,
Waterview, Divine
Inspiration —heldthetop
three spots, butit was the
leader, Clover Curtis, who
landedthe spoils by 2.3pen
fromChase The Mocn
(Piggy French).

“It'sgood for the average
togetgoingat Isleham
andtheground was the
bestI'veseen it said Oliver,
whowonlastyear's
intermediate here
onWaterview.

Clover Curtis —bythe
samesire, William Curtis
as Oliver’s topride Flint
Curtis —hadan unsettied
seasonin 2007 Hisrider
Ronnie Durrand died
suddenly.and aithoughhe
won Thirlestaneonhis
second outing for Oliver, he
subsequently underwenta
wind operationafter
retiring at Blenheim.

Thiswas hisfirstevent
sincetheop.andhe
showed hisenthusiasm
witha 27 lpen dressage.
He brieflylost this lead
witharail down, but
regaineditwith the third
fastest cross-country.

“He felt good."said
Qliver."He's very

experienced and straight.”

Mercifully for his rivals,
Oliver's other two Ol
campaigners blotted their
top dressage scores with
inconsistentjumping. They
loweredfive rails between
themand Waterview
compounded this misdeed
witha run-out atthe off-set
skinny at fence three.

Polly Stockton
(Diamond Sun), Tony Warr
(Coolgrange Merger) and
Piggy Frenchovertook
Oliver'sthreewithelusive
fault-free show jumping
rounds. While Tony
endured astopat the
water,Polly optedfora
slow clear and Piggy
couldn'tkeeptabson
Oliver — stopping the clock
2secadrift,

Only one combination
across theintermediate
sections managedtobeat
the optimumtime —and
that was the smallest and
oldest horseinthefield
Cornice,al5.1hh15-year-
old mare, pinged round
under Suzy Ottewell, but
couldn’trecoupthe
damageofa4l4pen
dressageandthree poles
down. Nevertheless, they
leapfroggedup from
second-last toeighth.

Youngrider Rachael
Lupton, 20.impressedwith
her two speedy greys, Blue
Brookand Holly Blue
Curtis. They finished third
andfifth respectively —
sandwiching another grey,

HighTimes (Lucy Holliday),

infourth.
Rachaelwas

It'sgood forthe average toget
going atIslehamand the ground
wasthebest|'veseenit

Oliver Townend

disappointed with Blue
Brook's show jumping —
herapped two.

“The sticky ground
didn'tsuithim—he's
normally careful,’she said

Butcross-country hewas
spot-on.He'sonly15.3hh,
buthe really cruises.”’

Rachael hasownedthe
gelding since he was four.
andtogether theywereon
the Bedale branch of the
Pony Clubareateams.He
is her principal young rider
hope as hisdressage s
betterthanthatof Holly
BlueCurtis, whomshe
bought from Piggy French
lastautumn.

Theclassactintheline-
upwas Irishrider Jonty
Evans's Cregwarrior. They
setoutacross countryin
the shake-up, adding just
oneshow-jumping penalty
toa33 3dressage. But
their challenge cametoan
earlyendwhen thehorse
fellatfence three. Both

Jontyand Cregwarrior
were quickly upontheir
feet, but out of the running.

Oliver Townendputina
spiritedbid toland an
Islehamdoubleinthe
intermediate section, but
was foiled by Andrew
James's superb jumping
display onLucy Williams’
CudlicEarl.

Oliver's Tribal Leader
was attemptingan
intermediate four-timer,on
the backof wins atAston,
Askeand Oasby. but
hampered hischance with
twoshowjumps downto
finishthird. Black Ace
followed suitover the
coloured peles, buthis
superior dressage (28.6)
netted second prize.

Andrew James had left
himselfwith plentytodo
after dressage — hewas
fifth-laston41.9. The horse
is being prepared for
Compiegne CCI** next
month, andwasfeelinga
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Intermediate winners Andrew James and Cudlic Earl

trifleexuberant.

“Heblewupinthe
dressage. admitted
Andrew."Butheis only just
stillanintermediate, so
he'd be one of the better
horsesinthe section —and
he'salotfitter.

Cudlic Earl produced
oneofonlythreeclears
showjumping andbacked
itupwiththe fastesttimein
thesection—2.8pen.

Thehorseisafull
Thoroughbred.

“Heis veryfast."said
Andrew.“He'salwaysbeen
super, butit'stakentime.
He usedtoglance off
skinnies, or stopat thefirst
showjump.”

He s alsoextraordinarily
accident-prone. The
gelding was sporting facial
scars where he had poked
hisheadthroughaglass
window three weeks
previously, and a huge bald
bruise onhis hipwhere he
had"bashed his way into

Eventim

Wayne Garrick finishes fourth
in the intermediate section
on Cornish Murphy
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thelivingareaofthelorry”.
Belgian-bred Black Ace
finished 1.5penadrift of
Cudlic Earl, but Oliver was
contentwith the nine-year-
old's performance athis
secondintermediate.
“He's beenslowto
mature,”hesaid."He has
definitely got the potential
tobetopclass.butI'm
worried he'llbe 25 by then.”
Asusualatislenam, the
water took itstoll. Horses
cannot see the precipitous
dropuntilthey have taken
offoverthefirstfence. The
stride withinthe water
towards the stepsoutisa
long two, and many fiddled
inthree. Butit wasthe show
jumping that proved
particularly influential —
voicingarumble of
discontentamong those
whofelt that "peculiar
distances tostiles” were
notappropriate for thefirst
runofthe season. Just16%
were without penalty. H&H
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