Eventing

Questleads

Townend's
charge

TETTONHALL,CHESHIRE
1-2 August

By JoPrestwich

IN1769, Dennis O'Kelly coined the
phrase “Eclipse first, therest
nowhere”todescribean
unbeatable racehorse. Nearly
aquarter ofacentury later, it
could justas well apply to

Oliver Townend.

He left Tetton Hall Horse Trials
last weekend having wonthree of
the four intermediate and above
sections, including the Bryn Hall
advancedintermediate and its
coveted Caroline Pratt memorial

Heisthe business.
Thisis hisfirstevent
since Kentucky
CCI****andhewas
never out of third
gear.Hedidn'teven
raiseasweat

Ofiver Townend onCarousel Quest, one.of
histwopossibleteam horsesfor thisyear

Nina Barbour takes
secondinan
intermediate on her
own 10-year-old
Balladeer

trophy with Carousel Quest.

Admittedly, hiswininthe latter
translated intoless than Eclipse’s
usual winning marginof 25
lengths as just 2pen separated
him fromlast year's winners
Emily Gilruth and Ashdale Cruise
Master, who, like the winner,
finished exactly onthe
optimumtime.

“Whatcan | say about Carousel
Quest?"said Oliver."He is the
business. Thiswas his first event
since Kentucky CCI**** and he
was never out of third gear. He
didn'tevenraiseasweatanditisa
real honour towin this trophy.”

Emilywas thrilled with“Splash”,
whowas rerouted to Tetton from
the cancelled Auchinleck.

“Iwould have loved to have
taken that trophy back home
again, butlcouldn’t have asked
more of the horse —he wasgreat,”
said Emily, who is aiming for
Gatcombe and then Burghley with
the Hardings'handsome grey.

Winning Hands Down

OLIVER'S second twowins
cameinthe intermediate sections
withHands Down Xand ODT
Sonas Rovatio, both horses,

like Carousel Quest, owned by
Andrew Cawthray.

Oliver had intended to start
Hands Down X in the novice, but
having realised he had too many
rides onthe Saturday he switched
to Sunday andupped the grade.

“He was foot-perfect round
here, eventhroughthe cornerat
six,"he said.“The way he went
today. | think | will probably finish
hisseasonwitha CCI*"

Oliver also thinks highly of
Sonas Rovatio, agraduate from
the show jumping arenawhere he
hadbeenjumping1.30m classes.

“Hestarted eventinginthe
spring.” said Oliver, “and Iwould
love totake himtoLe Lion
dAngersintheautumn.Heisa
class horse —an out-and-out
jumperwithenoughbloodto

give hima proper gallop”
Oliver was quick togivecredit to
the event: “That was a fantastic
track they had built, with some.
good questions, and | really
enjoyed jumping those hedges.”

Rebel conforms

ONLYthe Olescaped Oliver's
clutches, with NicolaWilson
putting upanimpressive
performance with Christopher
Bartle's Ballyengland Rebel. The
sonof Ricardo Z originally came to
Chris as a four-year-old for
schooling and, as he proved too
much for his owner, Chris bought
the horse himself, competing him
asafive- andsix-year-old before
passing the horse onto Nicolaat
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