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Townend scores adouble

ASKE
NOR’T&ORKS
29-30 June
ByHelen Scott

TWOmenonamission
dominated the intermediate
sections. Oliver Townend won two
and Ben Hobday one, while also
finishingin the top three with his
other tworides.

Bothsetouttoattackthe
undulating cross-country and had
horses fit enoughto cope with the
steep uphill pull that
dominates the
second half of this.
course (seebox).
Over 25% of the field
clockedup cross-
country jumping
faultsand only two
horses madethe
optimumtime.

Inthe open
intermediate (Ol). the
eventual winner, Linda
and William Bowen's
Sandiman|l.ridden by
Oliver Townend,

Ben Hobday wins on intermediate

produced asmartd of
26.4.This was only headed by the
24.1scored by Dee Hankey on
Chequers Playboy.

Sandiman produced aclean
sheetinthe showjumpingand
added just 0.4 time-penalties
across country.

“It's my firstwin on himand first
clearround showjumping.” said
Oliver."He's very talented,buta
spooky horse and that’s let him
downin the past. We did our
dressage next tothe farmyardand
three months ago he'd have found
thatimpossible. Buttoday he
coped and he's agreat prospect.”

Shearwater Touching Wood put
inafastdouble clear towin
intermediate section B
convincingly for Oliver. He is being
aimed at the seven-year-old
championshipsat Osberton.

Dee and Chequers Playboy put
anunfortunate duckinginthe
water at Luhmihlenbehind them
by adding onerail downand
1.6pen across country to their
gooddressage tofinish secondin
theOl.

Dee credits her dressage score
tolessons from Tracie Robinson.

“lapproached her at
Luhmhlenandhad a couple of
sessions working on balanceand
straightness, sol putthatinto
practice and I reckonit'simproved
us by eight marks,” said Dee.

“It's alsothe firsttimel've been

able toride himforthetime, as
he's been abit strong for meto
openupinthepast. Hayden [Dee’s
husband] has beenworking on his
rhythm onthe gallopsandI've had
himinatwisted Barry gag, which
poloplayers use.”

Dee willnow aim for Burghley.

Educational run tums toawin
BEN HOBDAY wonsection Con
Burlea Seamerchant, ahorseheis
riding for Tanya Buckingham and
her syndicate, The Laughing
Cavaliers, while she hasaknee
operation. It was the horse’s first
outing at the level.

“Isaw him last year at Osberton
and admired him,"said Ben.“He
came tomein the middle of May
and I've done two novices with top

TALKING POINT

THE jury is out on Aske’s second
season of running the course in
the opposite direction, witha long
uphillelimb to finish.

“I'mnot sure”said Oliver
Townend. “You have to run past
the showjumping and the final
hill could be quite punishing in
softerground.”

DeeHankey added: "My horse
is three-day fit, so it was OK.1

10 places andjust broughthim
here to educate him.Winningisa
bit of a shock!

“He's careful and abitlooky,
so| rode him positively to keep
him confident. | hope we can build
onthat”

Benrode Tracy Whalley's The
Winter King into secondin section
BandMichele Saul's Ramilointo
thirdinsection D.

Section Dwaswon by German
rider Franca Luedeke on Quaid,
wholed the dressage with16.8,
adding one down and four cross-
country time-penalties.

The 22-year-oldis based with
Christopher Bartle for the season
and won the open novice at Belsay
ontheirfirst UK run.

“Christopher has beenworking
onourdressage and the horseis.
very henest and tries for you,”
said Franca.

The runner-upwas Charlotte
Brear with her own Manor Missile,
who produced adouble clearto

think as arider you'd want to
come here prepared.”

Organiser and chief steward
Faye Stephenson said the course
had beenchanged to makeit
more flowing and get horsesinto
arhythm at the start, after rider
feedback in previous years.

“We're always keentolistento
the competitors and will keep an
open mind,"she said.

record apersonal best score of
25.2,04 penalties behind Franca.
Charlotte, aveterinary nurse
with her sponsor Aireworth Vets,
istrained by Alex Pearson.They
have recorded consistently good
placings atthelevel. H&H
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