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Eventing

JTownends View
proves the best

HOUGHTON,

NORFOLK
21-25May

ByMarthaTerry

ITseemsincredible that
until last weekend Oliver
Townend hadyettowina
three-day event. But his
three-prongedattackon
SubaruHoughton CCI**
yielded theinevitable
victory —also pocketing
fifth prize and the £1,000
NorthAstor Group
eventers’grand prixto
boot

“I've been second at
every eventinthe country!’
said Oliver. “I'mnot waiting
that long for my next win."

Before the event, Oliver
couldn’t split his trio
Clover Curtis had the most
experience, butitwas
Andrew Cawthray’s
Waterview wholed from
theoutsettofinishona
cleansheetof 35.1, with
Matthew Wright
(Hugginstown)anda
brace of Fox-Pitt horses
less than afence adrift

The suspenseofthe
cross-country phase was
alleviated within halfan
hourwhen Oliver
consolidated his dressage
lead withan easy clear. The
course —designed by
HughLochore and
beautifully built by Joe
Weller —did not prove
particularly testing and
more thanthree-quarters

i

—————

?"iﬂ!

_— of the field wentclear,
e 36% inside the time of
8min52sec.
“He's notthe easiest

iill

horse — his steeringand
brakesareinteresting,”
said Oliver, "but helikes to
jumpwhenhegets there.”
Withthetrailing bunch
lefthangingontoOliver's
coat-tails,acoupleof the
dressage protagonists
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crackedunder the
pressure. Dressage second
Terry Boon (Always Owen)
retained his place despite
0.8 time-faults, but third-
placed Georgie Spence
plummeted down to 43rd
when Skylight stepped
back at the steps downinto
the quarry inthe latter part
ofthe course. These novice
steps had beenre-routed
intothetwo-starwhena
loop of the coursewas
taken out becauseof hard
ground, sothe challenging
logdropinto the quarry
could not beused.
Fourthafter dressage
was Americanrider
ElisabethHalliday, buther
bid failed at the Tumulus
complex(seven),where
she retired Silken Crisp.
Thefence had been eased
from 2007, whenit caused
the bulk of refusals. This
year.ahanginglogona
moundledtoabrush
corneronabendingline—
withthe smallmatter ofa

tree directlyonthedesired
line.Most riders took the
longer route tothe left of
the tree which, althoughit
broke the horse’s rhythm,
did notadd much time.
Georgie andElisabeth’s
misdemeanours allowed
MatthewWright tojoin
Terrytofinishphase two
withinafence of Oliver,
despite asticky moment
“Hugginstownleftaleg
atfence seven,solwas
downtothebuckleand

|'vebeen
secondatevery
eventinthe
country—I'm
notwaiting
thatlongfor
my nextwin

Oliver Townend onhis
firstthree-daywin

Subaru Houghtuﬂ

COURSE CHAT

» HENRY SYMINGTON
and John Kyle made a
superbteaminthe
commentary box, but
onecan'’t help noticing
it's hungry work. Henry
had to contend with
bothatunamayo
sandwich and Sensei
Van De Vannahoeve Z
simultaneously (quitea
mouthful), while John
could only give
distracted attention to
acoupleofrunners
once he'd spotted the
start-box team had
been given sticky
cakes.

» GEORGIE SPENCE
(Best Of Spirits) and
Vicky Laing (Call Me
Ishmael) were takento
hospital after falls, but
bothwere released by
the end of the weekend.

» HOUGHTON Hall
was built for the first
prime minister, Sir
Robert Walpole,inthe
1720s,

» ADRENALIN junkie:
whenshe’s notriding
horses, Elisabeth
Halliday is aracing-car
driver.

wigglinground the string to
thelongroute, said
Matthew.“But| hunted
himallwinter, whichwas
the best thing for him."
William Fox-Pitt, with
Chuckelberry andlast
year's CCI* winner Bee
Animas, rose fromsixth
andeighthtocompletethe
topfive after cross-
countryinfourthand fifth.

Only 27% of the field
showjumped clear, but
that ratio rose markedly
withinthe leading pack. Of
thefinaltop 20, allbut two
were fault-free. Just two
fences covered thetop10
and, as horse after horse
jumped clear, the pressure
stacked uponthelast
contenders. But Terry
Boonwas the only high-
profile debacle, booting
out fiverails todrop from
second to3lst.

Oxford Brookes student
Victoria Mitchell joined the.
pros, going double clear
onAshdale Misschallah
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B tofinishsixthand best
under-25. William Fox-Pitt
and Oliver enjoyed
reconnaissance rounds on
Bee Animas and ODT
Master Rosetosecure
eventual fourthand fifth,
withWilliam’s
Chuckelberry later slotting
intothird. Oliver'sfinal
roundwas so measured
thatit looked dangerously
like eatingintothe 3penhe
hadinhand over Matthew.
ButWaterview's slick turns
weretimed to perfectionto
addthe overdue CCI
victory toOliver’s already
illustrious CV.

Moore’s Lad is

well ahead
OWENMOORE breezed to
an easy winin CCI* section
Aon Danewood Clover
Lad.After justthreein the
top15had managed togo
clear, Owenwentintothe
show jumping arenawitha
fencein hand over medical
studentRosanna Crossley
(Oloa) —whohad
leapfrogged up from fifth
courtesy of the paucity

of clears.

Owen hadtried to shoot
himselfinthe foot
beforehand

“Peoplehave been
sayingall week ‘Eddy’
would make agreat
working hunter —and I've
repliedthat he'dbe aneven
better showjumper!”said
Owenofthe Rawlinsons'
Clover Hillgelding."When |
found outl wasinthe lead
onthefinalday | thought it
would come back to haunt
me. Helikes tolandonthe
leftleg and this course was
allontherightrein. Buthe's
gotagoodbrainand can
reallyjump.’

Owenwas second after
dressage on 40, but moved
intothe lead when Louisa
Lockwood's Wasaltook
exceptiontothe meaty
stepsintothe quarry.
Rosanna’s Oloa proved an
able replacement for her
young rider star, High
Time,whobrokealegin
thefield last year.Cloa’s
dressage of 46.8 was good
enoughfor eighth, and his
jumping faultless.

“It'salluptome,”said
Rosanna. “IfIdoitright,
he’sperfect.”

Several of thedressage
leaders werestillinthe
reckoningonday three
Annabel Yarrow B
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