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~ Themoment

October 1994: Wembley Arena, London

‘ ‘ Irememberthelong tripdown to
Wembley and standing behind

before Iéntered the arena

|

TAKING the junior newcomers
titlewith Cool Mule at Horse
of the Year Show in1994 was
the first big class | won. It was
alsa the first time I'd been to
London — and the first time I'd
ever really been out of
Yorkshire with horses.

Irememberthelongtrip
downtoWembley andstanding
behind the curtains shaking
withnerves before lentered
thearena.

Itnever crossed mymind that
Iwouldwin thetitle, but I never

the curgains shaking with nerves ”
y 4 é

thought | couldn'twin iteither, if
thatmakes sense? Evenatthe

age of 11, Iwasjustdoing myjob.

We bought Cool Mule for
£825froman advertin H&H.
Whenwe got him home, he was
seriously hairy — his coatwas
6inlong —and seriously
naughty. He bucked for two
weeks and Dad [aneventerand
horse dealer] had to sort him
out before | could ride him.

Buthewentontobeavery
special pony, taking meto the
pony eventing European

Championships two years later.

Whenlwas 14, we sold him for
alot more than we had paid for
him. It was amassive learning
curve — Irealised that, with the
right horse, | could win anything
andthat| could make aliving out
of selling horses on.Having Cool
Mule was an experience that
moulded mywhole business.

I loved showjumping as a
child.When I'molderand|'ve
takenafewmoretumbles
eventing, Imight evengo back
toit. H&H
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