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By PippaRoome

OLIVERTOWNEND wonthree
classesatthe Amlin Plus
Brightling Horse Trials last
Sunday. Inthe process,he set
himself up fora £10,000 bonus if
he cantake the CIC**at South of
Englandin SeptemberonThree
Wishes IV, his winning ride inthe
same class here.

Oliver led from the outset by
scoring 45inthe dressage and
thennotched up the quickest
cross-country round (1.2 time-
penalties) over the hilly terrain. He
started the reverse-order show
jumping phase with two fencesin
hand, which looked like an
unnecessary cushion, until Three
Wishes IVtook outtwo jumps near
theend of the track.

Nevertheless, the 11-year-old's
performance was good enough
for his first win on this side of the
Atlantic. Oliver heard about
Kristen Bond's former ride last
year through Buck Davidson, who
teaches Kristen, and flew to
America to ride him at Fair Hill
CCI*** Hefell off, but bought the
horseanyway. andhe is now inthe
ownership of Oliver's loyal
supporter Andrew Cawthray.

“Ithink he's avery good horse,
but he's got abrain and you've got
togetinside his head,” said Oliver.
“It'stakenawhiletoget histrust,
but he’simproving all the time.”

Emily Liewellyn was runner-up
on heryoung rider European
champion and national under-25
winner Pardon Me |I. They were
second after dressage, droppedto
third after a steadier cross-
country runand then moved back
up with ashow jumping clear.

“lwas so pleased with his
dressage,”she said."He's come
out freshthis year, and thisis the
firsttime I've really had him
submissive. | wanted that for the
final trial [for the young rider
squad. at Aston-le-Walls,
13-15August]”

Paul Sims was delighted with
Kim Belton's eight-year-old Power
Of Dreams, third despite a show
jump down.

“He'sonly donetwo
intermediates andljustcame here
toget him qualified for athree-
day,”said the 22-year-old, whowill
aimthe horse at Blair CCI**.

W keeps up success
INthe CIC*, Oliver's speed cross-
country was againadeciding
factoras he putinone of the only
tworounds inside the time,
sealing his victory on ODT Arctic
Fox, another belonging to Andrew
Cawthray.

“He'savery good seven-year-
old,"said Oliver."He's qualified for
the British novice championships
and hopefully he'llgoto [the
young horse world championships
at]Le Liond'Angers.”

Young Irishman SamWatson
keptup his run of good form by
taking second on Hoyo, an eight-
year-oldwhoshares his sire,
Puissance, with Sam's top ride

ownendgets his
hree \Wishes

Horseware Bushman.

“It's my firstvisit to Brightling,
but 'l definitely be back —it's
great tohave aone-and two-star
which aren’t dressage
competitions,” said Sam.

More than half the startersin
this popular CIC* faulted across

Amlin Plus Brightling
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ITwas sowindy that by

the time theriders had
walked the CIC* show jumping,
seven fences had been
flattened. The Brightling team
came to the rescue with
sandbags to anchor the wings
and Pippa Funnellled agroup of
riders and their supporters into
thearenato help set everything.
upagain.

EMILYLLEWELLYNwasa

victim of the weather
whenamarquee housing a bar
took off as she was about to
start her dressage onher
secondride in the CIC**, Junior
I1.She couldn’t get him
anywhere near thatend of the
arena and was eliminated.

“Hewas terrified — | couldn’t

blame himreally;” she said.

countryand plenty of young
horses also found the atmosphere
inthe other phases electric, not
helped by the fierce wind.
SachaPemble was third with
another good result for Ireland on
Caroline Richardson’s nine-year-
oldRock N Roll, whois back
competing after two anda half
yearsoffwithapulled ligament.
During thattime she had afoal by
Weston Justice, now ayearling.
J-P Sheffield (Trescothick) was
second to Oliver and ODT Penguin
Ice intheintermediate, whilelocal
girlLisa Pilbeamn, 23, was thirdon
Cullawn Holly, another mareon
the comeback trail after aninjury.
Clair Jeffreys, whoworks full-
time for property agent
Coverwood, took the seven-
runner openintermediate on her
partner of sevenyears, Great Idea.
“We have abrilliant relationship
and| callhimmy second child,”
said the Reigate-based 42-year-
old, whose first child is son Benji.
Pippa Funnellwas secondona
newride, Jackson D'Allez, formerly
with Oliver Townend. H&H
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