Eventing

Townend's

T B y SRS takes the CIC2* for Oliver Townend

FLOORS CASTLE by Puissance,is destined for

ROXBURGHSHIRE Tattersalls CCI2*.

1518 May “He's very exciting and Ireally
rate him," added Oliver.

ByMelanie Scott Runner-upwasIrishrider
Elizabeth Power, who was left

OLIVERTOWNEND madea ruinga pull on the cross-country

profitable raid north of the border,
lifting first and third spots inthe
Cazenove CIC2".

His winner came when
Cooley SRS jumpedadouble
clear tomove up four places
towin, withdressage leader
Harthill Percy third after two
showjumping mistakes.

“He'saverygood horseinthe
making."said Oliver of Cooley
SRS, aseven-year-old by Ramiro
B, owned by Angela Hislop.

"Thiswas hisfirst CIC2*.It was
aserious, serious course, buthe
has lots of ability and is very
confidentinhimself —he'll be
aimedforeither OsbertonorLe
Lion CClI2*"

Harthill Percy, an eight-year-old

NEW TEAM
Aneworganising team headed
by Cameron Crawford and the
Duchess of Roxburghe have
revamped the horse trials,
including changing the layout
and moving the dressage toa
quieter site behind the castle.

“I'mabsolutely thrilled with
the support we've received,” said
Cameron, whose sponsorship
team secured a£6,500 prize-
fund for the two CIC classes.“it's
been hugely challenging and
rewarding and our volunteers
have doneafantasticjob.”

whenmissingoutby 0.2 of a
penalty with Zazoe.

The10-year-old was recently
boughtin Holland by Joe O'Keeffe
for his daughter Jodie toride.

“He'd done alot of
showjumping andis very
consistent. Hewas superinall
three phases and the coursewas
fabulous. Itwas adecent two-star,
with technical questions and lots.
of galloping — it was agood
warm-up for us before going to
Tattersalls CCI2* " said Elizabeth.

“The doubleof cornerswas
aproper question — if youwanted
towinyouneededtojump
straight through”

on form

FRENCH rider Arthur Duffort
couldn’tbe caught towin the
Arpal CIC* classwith Emma
Johnson's Moelfryn Sovering Boy.

“Ithought the course was
fluentand suited a forward horse,
there was nothing tricky. He's
very genuine and talented. I'llaim
to qualify for atwo-star,” said
Shropshire-based Arthur.

The runner-up, finishing on
her dressage mark, was Lucy
Latta, 17, with DHI Broadway,
having agood run before heading
tothe Irish European junior trials
atTattersalls

“Ithoughtfence six [the airy log
intospace] was quite scary, butit
jumped well and he just bowled

along,"said Lucy.

Fellow Irishrider Patricia Ryan
headed the openintermediate
with Tullineaskey HiHo.

“We spent three days training
with Chris Bartle before coming
here" said Patricia.

"He's aimed at Bramham and
today was ideal for me to practise
my timing with control and gallop
tothe fences. Theground was
fantastic,” added Patricia, who
was also runner-up inthe
intermediate with Ballylynch HP.

Thewinner of this section
was local rider Jessica McKie
with Ask The Boss, a seven-year-
old by Silvano, purchased by her
family as a three-year-old.

“We've always thoughtalot of
him.He was runner-upin the
Burghley young event horse final
asafour-year-old with Matthew
Wright and | took over the ride at
the start of 2013" said Jessica.

“The track was fabulous, you
need to be positive and keep
kicking — he's bold and loved the
bigger fences.” H&H

Local rider Jessica McKie wins the
intermediate on the bold Ask The Boss
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TRICKY FENCE

ONE of the mostinfluential
fences onthe CIC2* track came
quite early on. This wasat
fences five and six, two brush
corners approachedona
downhill turn overlooking the
River Tweed.

Five horses faulted here. As
they werenumbered
separately, riders could circle
between the two efforts, but
among those going for the time
three horses nipped by the side
of fence six for 20 penalties.

“Itwas difficult as it came
early onin the course after
three straightforward
fences, although therewasa
kind alternative,” said Oliver
Townend.

He led after showjumping
with Colonel Joe, butawin
evaporated here after arun-out
atfencesix.

“Itwasa babyish mistake
and I'll forgive him — he needs
more mileage."added Oliver.
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