When | was put on the reserve list | thought the
selectors wanted to show they were interested inme

for the future — | didn’t think this was my year at all
Piggy French, fromreserve toindividual silver medallist
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Crowningitallisafirstindividual title
forTina Cook, and silver for late call-up
Piggy French. Pippa Roome reports

CHALLENGING, dramatic — even
sun-drenched; last week's HSBC

FElEuropean Eventing Olympic doublebronzemedallist  asuperbteampathfinderon withresigned professionalism. were confidently inteam bronze.
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consecutive team gold medal
—withamargin of 92.7pen —and
individual silver for Piggy French
inadazzling senior squad debut.
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theclassof Miners Frolicandhe’s  suchashock. Thisjust shows Tina Cook, Europeanchampion influential cross-country. Their secondday of dressage. No, that's notatypo, they “He'sabit tightin hisgbody.but Finland-
only compensationwasan have beaten the French — and eventhe Germans there's nothing wrong with him.” based Sanna
individual bronze for 27-year-old said Oliver. “I feel very lucky tobe makes regular
team debutant Michael Jung and “WHEN | saw I'd be following Jordan 2's established workwith  inthis position — but I'd rather be foraysabroadto Sanna
his Luhmuhlenwinner La Ingrid Klimke inthe dressage | 39.2. William Fox-Pitt followed attheendthanthebeginning”  trainand Siltakorpi, 22
Biosthetique-Sam FBW. was reasonably suicidal,” said and Idalgo’s bold test earned 41.5. Nevertheless, mirroring events compete. Piia T

givenme anew lease of life.”
Tinaandthe1l-year-old

inevery phase she gavea

finishsecond. She only started
competing Some Day Soonat the
start of this year and they were
calledintothe squad as individuals
whenMary King had towithdraw.

Tina Ce

Oliver Townend,

Germany suffered one calamity
after another, the story of the
weekend was one of — almost

— undiluted success for the
British squad and their younger
thanusualhorses. William
Fox-Pitt was fourth on 13-year-old
Idalgo, while Nicola Wilson proved

pathfinder role which demands

comebacktothe
top level after having
twochildren.The

medals, This was Britain's eighth successive team

yat senior

beganin 1953, Canwe keep it up in Luhmiihlen 20117

finish13th (see Championship
chat, page 22). Team selectors
must be salivating over the equine
talentripening for 2012.

The only Brit to be disappointed
was Oliver Townend, who failed to
complete with Flint Curtis. Buthe
acceptedhis changein fortunes

Europeans wholeheartedly,

openlate. The crowds flockedin,
resultingina 27kmtailback on
cross-country day. and even the
weather followed the script, with
blazing sunshine.

The Frenchhad adisastrous
timetoo, allowing the Italians and
Belgians to step forward to claim
teammedals. The Italian effort
was led by Roberto Rotatori,
seventh, and eighth-placed Juan
Carlos Garcia, whonow has the
exceptional distinction of having
won both show jumping and
eventing European silver medals

Dressage

TinaCook of the draw, which put
each British team member
following a German. Butin the
end, it worked in Britain's favour.
Thursday morning's marking
was perplexing tomany.
Germany's Michael Jung
performed aseemingly excellent
testonLaBiosthetique-Sam
FBW, but scored only 45, to his

1st equal Oliver I
Townend (GB)

o 3rd Nicolas andMiners Frolicwerea old Woodfalls Inigo Jones.
~ _ Touzaint(FRA) » picture of harmony, “I'ma relatively seascned
RS onlymarred byarushed campaignerandit’'s beenalong
h rein-back. They stormed time coming, butit's agreat
aheadon379. honour to earn my senior

Brits’ hard work

Germany led Britainby14.1
points atthe end of the day,
with William saying: “We fully
expected tosurrender the
dressage tothe Germans.”

Previous European Championships dressage leaders

Anne Mette Binder for
¥y hermid-testhalt. Tina

everyone else thought | should
havedone better,” she said.

After lunch, Nicolas Touzaint
strutted his stuff with Tatchou
— he gottwo 10s, but a big spook
didn’t help. His 38.1, coupled with
a43.8 fromJean Teulére (Espoir
DeLaMare), meant the French

performedwith her customary

Lips, 24, onthe ex-international
showjumper Van Schijndel’s
Concrex Owaola.
Andfivefromtheendcamea
testto equal Tina's — from her

atthe Augustdressage
Europeans in Windsor, the British
team had once again overhauled
Germany, and the competition
was truly underway.

h senior squad debut,
finishing 13th on the 10-year-

&_x-

“Itwas alittle bit frustrating

time,"said Lucy."He was a little
green, but straight and honest.
He'slearntalot, I'velearntalot
and I'velearntalotabout him."

Pantsu, the 2003 Badminton

runner-up, was her mentor here.
“Isaid Iwouldn't come

without Piia,” said Sanna.
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Kongand|scorewed up oo 1 Michaelled until his team-mate 2009 |Fontainebleau TinaCook Miners Frolic 379 1st 1stTinaCook (GE)
missedaflag atafenceonthe Frank Ostholt rode after lunch. OliverTownend  |FlintCurtis 379 |Elim finaltrot-up 2nd Piggy French (GB)

cross-country]. | felt sobad .
because | had my individual place, *
butwedidn't have theteamthere, -
andthis time | feel soglad I've :
doneit for theteam.” ¢
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Suddenly, the ground jury —
Michel Asseray (E), David Lee (C)
and Anne Mette Binder (M) —
gave the eight and nine buttons
some exercise and rewarded Air

THIS year's event produced an unusualsituation with joint leaders after dressage. Tina Cookand Oliver
Townend’s marks are worse than that of any leader since 2001 (marks are not comparable before that), but
this reflected the marking rather than the quality of their tests. Tinais the first dressage leader towin the event

since Nicolas Touzaint and the wonderful grey Galan De Sauvagére triumphed for France in2003.

\‘ 3rd Michael Jung (GER) ’I’
- &
o .
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Ei Brits watchedin nervous

make up vital seconds inthe

Vigeanel, and Stand By Me, 11th

c ross-cou ntry w“‘::’""'m‘"’“""':mﬁ" ( anticipation. Butsherode with SNSRCacu S
er on o Cl y
— L - = valuﬂhhclelrhmminonldzﬁn tunnelled concentration, ‘e':r'“";"w‘:t:: muﬂ g CHAMPIONSHIP
rl Is rl Ia nce s William has been on the team for placingthe 11-year-old exactly jumping one he won at CHAT
y . : sixof Britain's eight consecutive athis fences. guiding this big Windsor five weeks ago
= -y team golds at Europeans horseat speed roundthe THE oldest horses were
d - corners and using the most of 19-year-olds Coronado
e rm I . his thoroughbred stride to Prior, 17thwith France’s Eric

final runhome. They finished

for Swedish individual Linda

The Germans have a hideous time over the ( just2sec over the time totake Algotsson. This pair took
» - = = thelead. individual silver at the

challenging cross cc_)unt_rycourse'. but Britain “I'melatedtobeinthelead, Luhmihlen Europeans (1999)
pull further ahead with Tina Cook’s masterful but it wasn't acourse lenjoyed andin Punchestown (2003).

i1 T Y orwhich suited him,” said Tina. “Most of my team-mates are
round keeping her in individual gold position | [ adtaBea b b rthe ﬂdi“ahmahammn“mn

I cornersand he helpedme outa bornin1999; she said."|

RENOWNED French designer The optimum time was 10min 1 coupleoftimes at fences. The thought Hong Kong last year
Pierre Michelet's courseranon 27sec and, with Germany and 1 strengthinour partnershipis would be his last competition,
twisting tracks throughwoods, Britainboth sending out their | thathe trustsme. but he came home fresh. We.
withfencesfourtollonanopen  fastestcross-countryhorses 4 “William Fox-Pitt said, ‘Don’t tried some competitionsinthe
grass plain,andthelastobstacles  first,itdidn't take long toprove 1 look pretty, look ugly, be springand he was better than
inthe main arena. Everyone that it was achievable. But neither effective’, and I could hear him ever.!'llgoon competing himas
predicted that the time would be didit take long torealise that it ringing inmy ears when lwas longas he's happy!*

tight and there were multiple
opportunities for asilly mistake.

“You've gottoconcentrate
totally from start tofinish.” said
Frank Ostholt.

Lucy Wiegersma pointed out
that even the straightforward
fencesweresitedonaturnor
undulation, while Oliver Townend
concluded: “Ithink the courseis
more serious than people are
making out.” Hewas right.

Theinconsistent ground was
alsoaworry, ranging from firm
grass topotentially deep sand.
Butthe organisers had worked
hardtoimproveit,and althoughit
wasn'tideal, at least the tracks
didn'tbecome deeper as the day
wenton, assome had feared.

wasn't easy just because Michael
Jung (LaBiosthetique-Sam FBW)
and Nicola Wilson (Opposition
Buzz) managed to beat it.

“| regretted having himina
snaffle as he tooka strong hold
today. which he doesn't normally.”
said Nicola. “When he's allowedto
gocross-countryit'slikeallhis
birthdays and Christmases have
comeatonce. Clearinthe time
i ions, and thank

The less strong nations were
soon racking up penalties, and
some of the Frenchindividuals
struggled — Karim Laghouag was
lucky towalk away from a horrible
fall after Havenir D'Azac fought
himapproaching fence 25,a

William Fox-Pittsaid, Don'tlook pretty, look
ugly, beeffective'and|could hearhimringing
inmy earswhen|was goingroundsome
cornerswhere I'dhave liked toslowdown

Tina Cook onadvicefromherteam-mate

TEAM ~ g8
PLACINGS AFTER "y
+ CROSS-COUNTRY
! 1st Britain
l’ 2nd France
¥ 3rd Italy
1 INDIVIDUAL PLACINGS

|  1stTinaCook(GB)

[ 'y 2ndMichael Jung(GER) /[

s 3rd William Fox-Pitt 7

flowerbed inthe mainarena.
Inthe second run of team
riders, Frank Ostholt and Air
Jordan 2looked on top formuntil
the horse ran out at the tricky
corner after awide table at fence

22 Twofurther stopsatthefinal  Cedric Lyard (Jessy Mail) and Eric hesecond water. i the home side. As Nicolas Touzaint had been themalot of hope for the
water (fence 24) —adrop Vigeanel (Coronado Prior). Their jorse was to come when their I eliminated across country, the French teamwas future,"said chef d’'equipe
followed by twa skinniesona spirits were boosted when dteam rider, Ingrid Klimke, down toonly two horses, meaning it hadtocarrya Ginny Elliot.

curving line — and suddenly
Germany had lost arider and the
team contest was hottingup.
William Fox-Pittrecordeda
second good score for Britain by
adding just 3.6 time-penalties on
Idalgo. He explained hewas up on
his minute-markers at fence 22,
but having lost his reins jumping
into the last water, hehad to
regroup before the final skinny.

“He was totally unsuited to that
track — he's toobig forallthose
twists, buthe was generousand
onhislines,” said William.
Meanwhile, the French had
recorded two completions from

individual Didier Dhennin (Ismene
Du Temple) recorded the third —
and inthe event, final — clear
inside the time for seventh
overnight. And fellow individual
Arnaud Boiteau added just six
time-penalties onthe 17-year-old
Expo DuMoulin to take fifth.
“Lastyear he had afew stops,
and Ithought that was the end of
competition for him, but this year

he’s gone very well.” said Arnaud.

whenindividual Dirk Schrade,
pighth after dressage, was thrown
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Italian anchorman
Roberto Rotatori adds a
team silver medal to his
fourth place at
Badminton in the spring

Germany's misery continued

er Gadget De La Cere’s head
ien he stopped at the skinny out

red FRH Butts Abraxxas. He
kched over the firstof the two
ply angled hedges at fence 11
erically the mostinfluential
lewith 12 faulters —and
take onthe second. He
outattheangled hedge
bk (fence 16). The German
be had evaporated.
ook was already on
ith Miners Frolic. and the ki &

kandhound.co.uk

goinground corners whereI'd
have liked to slow down.”

Itwas up toFrance nowto
provide the Brits withaserious
rivaland Nicolas Touzaint set
offinstyle. But Tatchou jumped
through the white flag marking
the permitted part of the
angled right-hand boat corner
out of the first water (fence 8),
with the bendable pole passing
under his right armpit

Theground jury pulled
Nicolas upat fence 13 and soon
confirmed thathe was
eliminated. With their heroout
of the running, droves of French
spectatorsleft the course,
although the home side
remained frontrunners for the
silver position overnight.

Piggy Frenchaddedjust 5.6
time-penalties topullup to
fourth on Some Day Soon,
saying: “I'mrelieved —all the
Brits have gone sowell. I didn't
want tolet the side down.”

effectively eliminated.

Belgium rose tobronze.

French hopes die

The Germans' day of torment
concluded when Euroridings
ButtsLeon left his legs onthe
skinny into the second water,
flinging himself and Andreas
Dibowskiinto the drink.

“ltwent as badly as we could
possibly imagine,” said Michael
Jung. whoretained second
individually overnight as the sole
Germanfinisher.

Oliver Townend was last out for
Britain but the first tohave trouble
when FlintCurtisranoutat the
boat corner and again at fence 22.

“He never really switched on —
hedidn'tlock onat the boat
corner. Then he struggledwiththe
three strides after the table [to the
cornerat22]and when|grabbed
him forfour, he said, ‘Get stuffed.”
explained Oliver, who was the
ultimate professional inboth
finishing the course and fulfilling
his press duties afterwards.

“Every step | wanted topull him
upand bring him home safely, but

it'sateamjob, andif there's
something wrong with one of the
otherstomorrow, Flint's there.”

Jean Teulére provideda
fantastic end to the day witha
flying round for the Frenchteam
on his 17-year-old 2002 world
champion Espoir De LaMare. The
main arena buzzedas the crowd
cheered him home andhis 6.4
time-penalties confirmed
France's teamsilver positionand
puthimsixthindividually.

Britain was outin front by
57.4penand team gold looked in
the bag, barring disasters, with
Tinaand William inindividual gold
andbronze places.

Meanwhile, the Italians had
made steady progresstolineup
the third team medal, with clears
from Roberto Rotatori(Della
Malaspina Irham De Viages) and
Juan Carlos Garcia (Iman Du
Golfe). Steffano Brecciaroli
(Oroton) provided the other
counting scorewithone stop.

at final trot-up

THE non-appearance of the best-placed French team
horse, Jean Teulére's Espoir De La Mare, at the final
horseinspection on Sunday morning spelt disaster for

score of 1,000 for anon-completion and was.

This enabled the Italians to move upinto the silver-
medal position heading into the show jumping, and

Britain lost Oliver Townend at this stage — Flint
Curtis looked alittle unlevel and the ground jury
eliminated him after sending him to the holdi

Frenchi

dividual Arnaud

held a gargantuan 70.7 mark lead over Italy before
tackling the coloured poles.

did not present

As he was providing the discard mark, the team
jposition and team score was unaffected, and the Brits

course the day before.

fifth-placed Expo Du Moulin, who had lostashoe on

CROSS-country day

started badly for the Irish
when Sacha Pemble (I've Been
Dun) was eliminated for three
stops, but things picked up
when Sam Watson (Horseware
Bushman, eventual 23rd)
recorded afast round with one
run-out at the final water.

As ateam medallooked
possible, Patricia Ryantooka
long route at fence 22 to ensure
aclear with Fernhill Clover Mist,
eventual 19th. But all was lost
‘when Elizabeth Power, 12th
after dressage with Kilpatrick
River, had three stops.

“The bronze medal was
nearly round their necks —and
thenitwasn't. Butitwill give

THE Italian team
manager Katherine
Lucheschihas only beenin i
jobsince June. Originally fi

on the ground juryatthe
European Championshif

26 HORSE & HOUND - 1 OCTOBER 2009

www.horseandh

10CTOBER 2009 - HORSE & HOUND 21




