Eventing

Kelsall Hill (1)

Townend scoops &1k

Lizzie Brown and Playtime NZPH have
clicked again after some time apart

KELSALLHILL(1)
CHESHIRE

19-21April
By JoPrestwich

OLIVERTOWNEND, riding
Skyhills Cavalier for Stephenand
VictoriaHazeldene and the
Mitchell Fox Group, wona nail-
biting finale to the £1,000-to-the-
winner Grenson Motors advanced
intermediate.

Lessthanafence covered the
top seven goinginto the final
showjumping phase, which
proved influential.

Oliver hadfourinthe class,
including dressage leader The
Chenko Artist, who was not
playing the game cross-country
andthird-placed Pepper Anne,
whowas having her first outingin
overayear.

He putthe pressureonearly in
the showjumping with Skyhills
Cavalier, one of the fewtejump
clear,afeat repeated by Louise
Harwood's ride Whitson, who
finished second.

New Zealander Lizzie Brown
wasinthelead andcamein
needing aclear towin, but Henton
Attorney General stopped and
unseated her at the fourth fence
anditwasallover.

“That'sthe sport."reflected a
philosophical Lizzie. “Before and
afterthatwas great.”

THE

MOST INFLUENTIAL FENCE

Skyhills Cavalier, by Cavalier
Two For Joy, is now headed for
Chatsworth.

“Heisstillrelatively
inexperienced, but | thinkhehas
allthe attributes of atop horse
—hewasfaultlessinallthree
phases.”said Oliver.

“Sowas theevent —itis
amazing hereandinadifferent

league toeven some of our
bigvenues.

It’s win time for Playtime
LIZZIE BROWN experienced the
highs and lows of eventing inquick
succession. Having seenthe
advanced intermediate snatched
fromher grasp, she gainedsome
consolationwhenwinning the

atfence 14ab. The left d

fenceonthe doubls
right-handed had four strides between them and run-outs were evenly spread
between the two parts. d Sillogue C: T) are pictured here.

openintermediate with Tessa
Grant's Playtime NZPH.

The New Zealand-bred gelding
funded Lizzie'srelocationtothe
northern hemispherein 2011,
having beensoldtoAmericaasa
CCl*horse.

“His newrider didn't geton
with him, sothe owner gotin
touchand he came backand
luckily one of my owners here
bought him,” explained Lizzie."It
hastaken me 18 monthstoget
backwith him, but this year we
have really clicked.”

Thiswasafirstvisit to Kelsall for
the Wiltshire-based rider.

“ltwas my trainer Erik Duvander
whosuggested lentered."she
said."What anevent.Itwas
beautifully presentedand looked
morelikea CIC — infact, Ithink
they should have oneand soon.”

David Doel's first trip to Kelsall
Hill—asal3-year-oldin 2007 —
endedwithhimupin front of the
steward after collecting 17 time-
penalties for going toofast. Seven
years later itwas a much happier
experience, David winning
intermediate section Twith
the Near Misses Syndicate's
Jiggle Jones.

“Tobe honest, | didn'thold out
thatmuch for my chances today
aswhenshe came outofthe lorry.
she looked seriously annoyed with
me."said David.

“ltwas anearly startand she
must have gotoutof bedonthe
wrong side, but | gave hera
few carrots and did plenty of
cantering towork herinandshe
didalovelytest.”

Thejudge agreed, themare’s

Jiggle Jones wins for David Doel, after
anunpromising start to the day
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