Eventing

shows nis
rideability

POPLAR PARK,
SUFFOLK

14-15March
ByMarthaTerry

WHEN Flint Curtis finished
third at Badmintonduring
his first seasonwith Oliver
Townend three yearsago,
hewas earmarkedasa
futurestar. Butitwas not
until last November that
the grey really fulfilled his
potential, winning the
£100.000Express
Eventing competition.On
his first run since that
historic victory, Oliver
guided the 13-year-old to
land Poplar Park's
advancedintermediate
(Al)onhis dressage score
of 308.

Thepair trailed Andrew
Nicholson's dressage by
1.6pen, butalthough
Andrew was quick on new
ride The Light Fandango,
Flint Curtis showed his
Express Eventing winwas.
no fluke with the only
roundinside the time.

“He’s come out better
thanever this season,”said
Oliver."His jumping has
beengood.and|'vebeen
moreimpressed with his
dressage.”

Qliver putsFlint's new-
found submission downto
their lengthy partnership.

“lknow himinside out
andalthoughit's taken
agesforustoget
established.| hopewe're
there now.” he said.“"He has
actuallywonthis class
before [and finished
second twice], buthewon
itbetter this time. Hefelt
fresh, but rideable.”

Incontrast to this long-
term partnership, The
Light Fandango has been
inAndrew’s yard for just
onemonth. Tiny Clapham
producedthe nine-year-

old, winning 85 British
Eventing points.
“He'sagoodhorse—|
was veryimpressed,”said
Andrew.“Tiny hasdonea
good job,and hopefully
we'll qualify for Bramham
atBurnham Market."
Lucy Holliday steered
High Timesinto third from
16thafter dressage, witha
double clear and four time-
faults. Although the cross-
country fences did not test
these Al competitors —
justtwofailed togoclear—
time-faults correlated
directly to placings, with
the top eight clocking the
eight fastest timesinorder.
The show jumping track
proved exacting, with four-
fifths of the field rolling at
leastonepole.

Business as usual

NO East Anglian event
would feel right without
Piggy Frenchlanding abig
class. Here she duly
obliged by taking the open
intermediate, but possibly
notonthehorse she
expected. She led after
dressage on eventual third
Chase The Moon (28.2),
withher secondride
LemingtonLets Dancealso
ahead of Alvescot Prada.
However. the latter stole
ahead of his stable-mates
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Flint Curtis

withthe only double clear
insidethetime

“He'svery quick,and
improvingallthe time,”said
Piggy.“At17hhhe’s a bit of
aboyandyouhavetoget
his brain onyour side.”

Sandwiched by Piggy's
two prize-winners, Oliver
Townend franked his form
on Imperial Master. Often
Oliver treats the runner-up
spotasfirstioser,buthe
seemedgenuinely chuffed.

“He's had achequered
history, buthe is classy and
this was fantastic” he said

PippaFunnell suffered a
fallin this section from
Ensignat the stepdownto
the narrow brushand,
although not seriously
injured, she gave up her
remaining rices.

Andrew Nicholson
coasted towhat looked like
aneasy intermediate win
onJackGreen.Butitwas
farfromplain sailing.

Penny Lawn takes
thirdin the
intermediate on
King Of The Hill Il,a
stallion by Rock King

Midway through the
course, Jack Green
buckledafter thedropinto
water and as“Mr
Stickability”stuck tight,
the horse knocked his
rider’s glasses overboard.

“Whenit'sgettingdark,
asitwasthen,ldon'tneed
glassesasmuchaswhen
thereisalotof colour.”said
Andrew.“And Jack Greenis
agoodhorse —he's
probably still afive-year-old
[bornin2003;soofficially
six this year]and thiswas
hisfirstintermediate.”

Runner-up Andrew
Jameswas ashade
unlucky not to winon his
15.2hhdunas,incommon
with theother section
winners, he was the only
rider inthis sectionto
finishonacleansheet. But
atsixthtolast after phase
one,he hadtoomuch
groundtomake up.

Penny Lawn tock third

Poplar Park

Oliver Townend keeps a
clean sheet to win the
advanced intermediate on
Express Eventing winner
Flint Curtis

onKing Of The HillIl.
Theevent was marred
by the death of BESOhorse

Ti-Nanoginthe show
jumpingon Saturday. H&H

Results

Al (sec 0).— . Fint Curtis (O
Townend) 3080.0=30.8:2. The
Light F (ANichoscn)
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James) 4. 300K xmm
Th:rlll(PLawnﬁ? 0.0=425.

Lancashire Warlock (K Barrett)
34,0,0=34:3, Captain Jack (P
Baier) 35500355 (sec J)— 1.
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2, George Boy il
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North
28=328: 3, Flypast Chicha
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