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Oliver Townend and Black Tie ll claim
ninth after the first phase and move up
to fourth in the final reckoning

nationalline-up was America’s
Boyd Martin, whowas thefirstto
congratulate the winner.

“Timand | competedinyoung
ricders togetherin Australiaand

New Zealand. We go way back —
towhen hesstillhad all his hair.”
Jjoked Boyd, who was riding
Shamwari 4, the horse bought for
him by asyndicate at the
beginning of this year from
Ludwig Svennerstal.

Their partnership did not get off
tothe best start, with Boyd being
sidelined for more thantwo
monthswitha broken legin March.

"I have ametalrod frommy
knee to myankle!"he explained.
“I'mlucky that Phillip Dutton has
beenriding the horse for me.

“lhopped onanddidan
intermediate event two weeks.
ago.| knewlwas sitting onagood
German horse,so Ithought I'd
bring himto agood Germanevent
totesthimout.

Qliver Townend was the best of
the Britsin fourth place with
Karyn Shuter'sex-racehorse
Black Tie II. His onerail down on
the final day didn't affect his
positionand Oliver was visibly
delighted withthe 13-year-old's
effortsinall three phases.

Dutchlaw student Elaine Pen
and her much-admired mare Vira
impressed on their four-star debut
tofinishfifth, just ahead of the

home side’s Andreas Ostholt with
the big-jumping gelding SoIsEt.

AFlying start
DESPITE the tragic
circumstances surrounding this
year'sevent, the competitionitself
was gripping. The fact that the
groundijury, Gillian Rolton, Ernst
ToppandAlain James, are also
officiating at WEG, added extra
spicetothefirst phase.
Thetrioallagreed that Lucinda
Fredericks'uphill, punchy teston
Flying Finish— runner-up herein
2012 —deservedtolead. She
scored 38.7. the only sub-40 mark.
The big-moving Holsteiner
gelding wasin complete contrast

toFischerRocana FST,who
occupied second at this stage.
Sheis built downhilland lacks
natural swinginher paces, butin
Michael's masterful hands she
was soft, elastic and completely
correct —and, crucially, their test
was mistake-free.

Alain James liked her less and
hadher infifth. He preferred Cool
Mountain’s test — the 14-year-old
was considerably morerelaxed
thanhe was at Badminton. Here,
he allowed William Fox-Pitt to
show off his big, loose movement
togood effect.

Theylay sixth after the first
phase, but William withdrew

beforethe cross-country,
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Abanner flies as Ingrid Klimke
retires FRH Butts Abraxxas (Land
2); comedy and tragedy on
Improvise, Bill Levett’s ride (3);
Bettina Hoy shows her delight
‘with Designer, eighth (4); William
Fox-Pittand Cool Mountain (5),
withdrawn after dressage; Boyd
Martin gets that crucial clear (6)
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Bill Levett and Improvise
goclearinside thetime to
et ninth for Australia

Lucinda Fredericks was making
steady progress until Flying Finish
banked the top of the wide brush
oxeronamound at fence 22a. She
hitthe ground hard and was taken
tohospital with suspected
concussion, butlater released.

Punctuating the mishaps came
someinspiring riding, none more
sothan from Oliver Townend, who
rode everyinch of turfonBlack Tie
Il ahorse that has neither size nor
abundant scope onhisside.

Apuffing Oliver said:“We're
bothabit outof breath — andit's
notthrough lack of fitness. We
worked really hard out there.”

‘Naughty street kid'wins CIC3*

Luhmiihlen

THE CIC3*MeBmer Trophy. Andrew Hoy and Cheeky

reaffirmedseveral of Germany'sA  Calimbo, ahorse he described

team’s WEG credentials. as“like a naughty street kid. I've

European silver medallists Ingrid had te show himdirection’.

Klimke and FRH EscadaJSwerea Andreas Ostholthas agood

joytowatchinallthree phasesto back-upto SolsEtinthe mare

finish second. Pennsylvmrazs.whutook |
“She has lots of quality and Peter Th CIC3* on Cheeky

energy andis top classin all three (HonsawaresBamy)andClass thﬁo:ﬂuhmlium

disciplines;" confirmed Ingrid, Hermann Romeike (Cato 60)

whoalsowonthe CIC3*in ooccupied fourth and fifth. withdrew before the cross-

Mamachatmebegnnnnnga:qu. SandraAuffarth led the country after learning of her close
They with Opgun Louvo, but friend Benjamin Winter's fatal fall.

Bettina Hoy looks to have anew
starin Designer 10, who galloped
and jumped impeccably, clocking
upjust1.2time-penalties. Three
fences down plus three time-
penalties on the final day dropped
her from overnight third to eighth.

Inall, there were 26 jumping
clears fromthe 47 starters, with 11
clear andinside the time.

Thereweresixrider falls and two
horse falls —“toomany", said Mark
Phillips at the press conference
after BenjaminWinter's death.

“We had two bad falls at
straightforward fences, whichis
worrying [for the sport]. Where do

wegonow?Whatdowedo?"he
reflected.

Georgie Spencebrokea
collarbone when Wii Limbofell at
fencefive, the Ice-Vibe Oxer. There
was alsoalengthy hold whenTom
Crisp'sride, Liberal, collapsed and
died of asuspected ruptured
aortaafterfence seven(news, p5).

But despite the dark shadow
that hung over the latter stages of
the event, notasingle person
begrudged the winner, Tim Price,
amomenttoreflectand enjoy the
enormity of whathe achieved.

“ltis hard tocarry onwith
celebrationsinthe circumstances,

but my experience here has been
areally good one,"he said."| came
over from New Zealand in 2005
witha dream of winning a four-
star. Toactually doitisthe
pinnacle —it's pretty cool." H&H
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