Eventing

Nations Cup debutante Rosalind
Canter finishes fifth with Zenshera,
contributing to Britain's victory

BALLINDENISK
COCORK, IRELAND
10-12 April

By Catherine Austen

OLIVERTOWNEND breezedtoa
wininthe CICO3* at Ballindenisk.
He and Angela Hislop's Cooley
Master Class established a75pen
lead after the dressagewitha
markof 33.6 and never
relinquishing it.

Master Class, a nine-year-old by
Ramiro B, was faultlessin the
jumping phasestorecord his
second Ballindenisk victory —he
took the CCI2* here last spring.

“Ilove him. He's proper, proper
class,"said Oliver, whowas alsoin
pole position going into Monday's
showjumping for the CCI2* at this
year's eventon Shearwater
Touchingwood."He's perfect to
train,he moves, he jumps. he
gallopsandhe’s quiet”

SecondtoOliverin the CICO3*
was lzzy Taylor onFrances Carter
and Susan Holroyd's Allercombe
Ellie. The pair led the British team
toNations Cup victory.

lzzy only acquired the ride on
the 11-year-old Jumbo mare atthe
beginning of this year.

“She'sreally nice torideand
Aaron Millar,whorode her
previously, has done agreat job
withher)"said lzzy. “Her strength
isherbrain —shelets youride her
andthat's half the battle”

Izzy added just 0.4 of across-
country time-faultto her dressage
scoreof41.1pen.

“We'rejust getting to know
each otherand Ballindenisk,

the number of cross-country clears from
the winning British Nations Cup team

whichhasalovely, galloping track
without anything too fiddly, was
perfect forthat,” she added.
ACCI3* ateither Bramhamor
Tattersallsis nextonthe agenda.
The Brits’Nations Cup success
over France was narrow —
138.4pentol41.9—andthe
Frenchonly droppedinto second
when their final pair, Maxime Livo
andPicoD'Or.ranoutatthe
penultimate cross-country fence.
The other three members of the
Britishteam were debutante
Rosalind Canter, fifth with
Zenshera, eighth-placed Lucy
Wiegersma and Mr Chunky
and Nicky Roncoroniwith
Stonedge, 19th. All four were clear
across country, but 1zzy produced
theteam’sonlyclean
showjumping round.
“The cross-country wasn'tas

rOpEr, proper class

strongas it sometimes has been
here, butit was still a proper three-
star track with enough tojump.”
said Oliver."And the groundinthe
showjumping was testing aftera
heavy shower of rain. The course
feltup-to-height and had plenty of
technicality, but myhorseisan
out-and-outjumper.”

Frenchriders Geoffroy Soullez
(Madiran Du Liot)and Pascal
Leroy (Minos De Petra)filled third
and fourth spots.

Building for the future
THIS was the first time France-
based riders have made the trip to
Ballindenisk, and organiser Peter
Fellreported that they were
delighted with Ballindenisk's.
signature old-fashioned, galloping
tracksand wide-open spaces.

“We were awarded the Nations

Ballindenisk

ASTARINTHE
MAKING?

‘OLIVER TOWNEND bought
CICO3*winner Cooley Master
Class as a four-year-old from
Richard Sheane.

“He spent along time in novice
classes as hewas suchacheeky
bugger.”said Oliver, who now
stands Cooley Master Class'sire
Ramiro B at hisand Nina
Barbour’s Harthill Stud."He
has found everything sofar
ridiculously easy — he's never
been under pressurein his
wholelife”

He was second inthe CCl*at
Tattersalls as aseven-year-old
and was firstand secondinhis
two CCI2*sin 2013, before
finishing runner-upinthe
intermediate championships at
the Festival of British Eventing.
Theimmediate targetis
Saumur CCI3*.

“I'think he's outstanding,” said
Oliver. "l had seven marks in hand
goinginto the cross-country, sol
didn’t need or try to go quick, but
hejust gotinto gear and never
came out of it. He finished inmy
hand with his ears pricked.”

Cupvery late sowedidn't get
many teams, butwe got quality, if
not quantity.’said Peter.“We hope
morewillcomeinthefuture.
Sarah Ennis (Sugar Brown
Babe) and Joseph Murphy
(Electric Cruise) produced good
runs for the home side, finishing
sixthand ninth.
Butthey were tethered to third
place out of the three teams when
SamWatsonand his
championship partner Horseware
Bushman putafootintoaditch
earlyinthetrackandbreasted the
hedge behindit, falling and
breaking the fence. Samwas taken
tohospital with a shoulder injury
and asuspected dislocation.
Thelrish had better luckinthe
CIC2*,which was won by
Elizabeth Powerand HHS
ComportaBeach. H&H
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