Eventing

Townendand

Oliver Townend and Flint Curtis repeat
their 2007 win by taking CIC*** section P:
‘He was on the bridle all the way round”
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ByCatherine Austen

OLIVERTOWNEND and
Ruth Edge have dominated
theinternational classes at
the VerandaResort
Burnham Market Horse
Trials inrecent years, andit
was the same story atthe
2009eventastheytooka
CIC*** sectionapiece.

Oliverand Flint Curtis
wererepeating their 2007
success —healsowonon
Coup De Coeurin2008—
while Ruth, second last
year,wononTwoThymein
2005.Shehada
particularly good weekend
this time, taking the other
CIC*** on Marsh Mayfly
andfinishingrunner-upto
Oliver on PC Wilson.

Thiswinmeans Flint
Curtisnowhasmorethan
1,200 British Eventing
points. Oliver hadn't
plannedtorunthe13-year-
oldgrey across country.
but made the decision
because he thought the
groundwas verygood.

“They have done agreat
jobaerovatingit and last
night'srainhelped.”he
said. "AndBadmintonisa
monthaway, soit would
havebeenalongtime
[since Fontainebleauat the
endofMarch]notto have
runhim.Hewasonthe
bridle all the way round.”

Thepairledfromthe
startwitha 38.7 dressage.
Aclear show jumping
round and 7.2 time-faults
across country leftthemon
45,9, miles ahead of Ruth
and PCWilsonon59.5.

Ruth, whoisonly
recently back inthe saddle
afteranoperationto
reconstruct the cruciate
ligamentinherknee, was
delighted with the son of
WeltHit Il.

“Hereally enjoyed
himself today. Hartpury
lastyear [where he wonthe
CIC***]was his first
advanced,sohedoesn’t
havehuge mileage at this
level” shesaid.

-CJge

Her section Qwinner,
MarshMayfly, was having
herfirstrunsince
Chatsworthin2007.She
sustainedaleginjuryand
was putin-foal. Shehasa
bay colt by Pro Set whom
Ruthdescribes as “really
cute” A42 6dressageand
one pole down show
jumping was followed bya
confident cross-country
round. She shared the
honours for the fastest
time with Flint Curtis.

“Shehasn't forgottena
thing,” said Ruth, beaming.
“She had awhale of atime
acrosscountry.”

The 12-year-old mareis
onthe wait-list for
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Ruth EdgeonMarshMayflywho
isback fromtwoyearsoffinjured
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