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Phllllpsuallnpstn 1[04 in Mum’s footsteps

Asolid team score would have been a
noteworthy debut. But spurning such

HOW DID THE BRITISH
INDIVIDUALS FARE?

ARA Phillips emulated her mother's fe: 34 years ago by
winning gold at the FEI Blenheim Petplan European Emntmg

Zara Phillips and Championships. Infact, Zara went o

Toytown battle the Princess Royal, leading Britain to hers

worst of the weather to gold, on her own senior debut.

come home inside the mEdIDCI'Ify, She producesaCfOSS-COUﬂnyfOUHd “When [ hear ‘double gold medallist', it sounds like 2
optimum time and take said Zara, who was supplemen| o the team only when

Plppa Funnell's top horse, Primmore’s Pride, was injured last month.
Zara rode with a poise and coolness far beyond her 24 years —

scooting through abominable rain across. countryand clinching the win
with afaultless show jumping round to complete on her dressage

“| didn't feel any pressure show jumping because William [Fox-
Pitt] and Jeanette [Brakewell] had already jumped brilliant rounds,
said Zara, referringto the fact that she could have flattened eight
fences and still won team gold. “Toytown was fantastic. I'll never get
another one like him.”

Team-wise, it was a case of the Brits first, the rest nowhere. With

the overnight lead

thatis a perfect example of equine and human
partnership, becoming European Champion
atjust 24 years old. Martha Terry reports on a
weekend that belongs to Zara Phillips
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o William Fox-Pitt
(Tamarillo) flies the
corner atfence 10 to®
claiman individual
Silver medal and his
fifth team gold

Daisy pi:ka_nd Spring Along clear the Petplan Puzzle in the arena. Tthair
added just six cross-country time-faults to their excellent dressage score of 47.2,
and moved up from 20th place after the first phase to finish 1 1th

o~ T

France’s consistent jumping — her three
scores to count included just four jumping faults
throughout the second two phases — elevated
her to silver. The defending European and
Olympic Champions had their work cut out this

ne, with only one of the original team
partnerships still intact, but this performance
proved that the French remain a potent force.

Dressage

SPECTATORS struck a rich vein of top-class tests

on Thursday, seeing three of the final top five.
Frenchman Didier Willefert produced a

{{ zarafirst, William second and Jeanette 12th, the
real fight was for the silver medal between France
and Germany.

The Germans were eager to lay their Athens
ghosts to rest and came into championshipin
untouchable form. But they relinquished their
dressage lead when Bettina Hoy had a cross-
country stop, and their team plummeted still
further to bronze following the show jumping.

Frank Ostholt performed best of the German
team, with a double clear and fifth place, while
individual rider Ingrid Klimke surpassed them all
totake individual bronze on Sleep Late.

ulwhen German, 5 E‘emnd Hny floatedin
Jht afterwards on Ringwood Cockatoo, it
clear that some special marks werein store.
Her immaculate test was rewarded with a
perfect 10 for canterwork, and nines for riding—
rbiting her to of the leaderboardon 31.3.
Bettina produced asimilar score in Athens,
before losing her gold medal thanks to that well-
dncumented show jumping misha
re not looking for revenge after Athens.
sisted Bettina, whowas

Jeanette Blakegl\

and OverTo Youlin thelr
clistomary pathfinding
role. OVerToNou now
has eight medals)
making him Britain's
moststiccessful
championship

horse ever

£Sleep Late hated the sunand
flies on Friday becausehe'sa
headshaker. |wasthe onlyone

who enjoyed the rain ¥
Ingrid Klimke

Two for Britain, one for Germany:
gold medallist Zara Phillips between
‘William Fox-Pitt (silver) and Ingrid
Klimke (bronze)

; that it
was a greatscore for him —
heisn't awarmblood, just very willingtoleam.
Jumping com more naturally.”

Try as they might, those following could not
catch Frau Hoy. Best of the rest was Britain's Pippa
Funnell, who conjured an impressive test from the
inexperienced Ensign to liein second on 37.8.

“That was his best test by a long way—a
delight. I'm taking each phase as it comes,” said
Pippa, riding as an individual for the first time
since 1999.

&WhenThear “doublegold medallist”, it sounds

anotheronelikehim¥
Zara Phillips
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(( first three riders — Bettina Hoy Anna Warn

Germany's Frank
Ostholt and Air
Jordan, who missed
outon an individual
bronze medal because
of three show jumping
time-penalties

bronze. Although the est-plac
rider, Frank Ostholt, wultclﬂal his Ihreetmle
faults cost him individual bronze.
Iver when three of herfour
eeping the Brits uptothe task
in hand. Amaud Boiteau was highest individually,
inishing eighth on the talented Expo Du Moulin.
While the team competition was a glorious
procession, the individual prizes were more
tightly fought, with three rails covering the top
12. Piia Pantsu and Andreas Dibowski exploited
this narrow margin, each going clear to rise three
places into sixth and seventh respectively.
The most notable plummet came from
who had already thrilled Pippa Funnel| w
performance. In this final phase, they low

"3‘!’:;

Best of the French: Amaud Boiteau and Expo Du
Moulin, eighth, make up for falling in Athens.

THEBESTTIPSTER

W H&H's tipsters evidently have their fingers
onthe pulse — they all named at least one

German individual Andreas Dibowski (FRH Servewellllsnds atthe ¢ tworails, dropping from silver toninth place.

brush arrowhead at the Touareg Trial at fence 11. Hefinished seveth : Karin Donckers missed her stride and ploughed

through fence two, slipping to fourth from bronze.
These mistakes allowed William Fox-Pitt to

British team members Leslie Law and Shear L'Eau go clear across country. Leslie cut his face when he was :ﬁ;‘,Q‘t'h";‘“’,ﬂ&ﬁ‘{‘,’:":ﬁﬁg‘;ﬁ;’:ﬁfﬂi?;ﬁﬁiff:.:ﬁ;m: 2::2::;8

flung on to the horse's neck landing at fence 19 and later joked, “The horse tried tofall, so | headbutted him”

(( Itwasn't until the following afternoon that
anyone troubled this top three, when Zara
Phillips and Toytown shot into third on 38pen.

Apart from a small blip in the rein-back, this was
an assured performance. Only Frank Ostholt, the
reigning German champion, could match them,

sharing third place on Air Jordan.

Ostholt’s mark cemented Germa 3
(111.7pen) in the team competition, with her
third score to count being Hinrich Romeike's
10th place on Marius Voigt-Logistik, who was

fifth in Athens. Britain lay in silver-medal

ion, 12.2pen behind, with both Leslie Law

posi
(Shear LEau) and William Fox-Pitt (Tamarillo)

posting consistent marks totake 1 1thand 12th.
France was close-up in third — thanks to Amat

enth placing on Expo Du Moulin. And

other than the leading nations, Italian carabinieri

Boiteau's s

rider Susanna Bordone's smart display on her nine-

year-old mare Carrera Il put hersixth, while

Belgium's Karin Donckers (Gormley) was ninth.

Cross-country

SEVERAL experts expressed concerns that Mike

Etherington-Smith's track would not be taxing
enough to alter the dressage order, and when
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“Toytown didn’t want to go out into the wet
either, and he banked fence four [two boxy table:
onabending line],” explained Zara. “We just had
toget on with itand | had to ride like | always do
Itwasn't justthe weather, the fences came thick
and fast with no let-up, but he was full of running
attheend.”

Leslie Law nursed Shear
LEau round after the grey
lost a shoe at the cliff-like
Touaregdrop(11b), but
still recorded a somewhat
laboured clear round. They
incurred time-faults dueto
diverting tothe long route
when the horse straddled
the parallel (19), clouting
Leslie'scheekbone. Shear
L'Eau was later withdrawn
because he had bruised his martingale area.

Frank Ostholt revived Germany's medal
prospects with a good clear, but Air Jordan looked
aspent force over the latter part of the course, and
was penalised by 6.4 time-faults to drop from third
tosixth. Hinrich Romeike also produced a slower
clearround (16pen) as the third German score to
count, in 21st place. Butit was their individual

dhound.co.uk

&I bought Ensignto sellon asa

juniorhorse and no onewanted

m. He's earned his place.on
theyard now?

Pippa Funnell
P iy

: compatriots who stole the limelight. Ingrid Klimke

blitzed into seventh on Sleep Late, 9sec under the
time, and Andreas Dibowski (FRH Serve Well)
secured a third German berth in thetop 10, with
Frank’s as theironly team score in

Meanwhile, although the German
lost its lead, France was keeping up aspirited
defence of hertitle. Team
riders Didier Willefert and
Arnaud Boiteau
completed with 6.8 and
7.6 time-faults apiece to
take eighthand 11th
spots respectively.
Although reigning
champion Nicolas
Touzaint toppled off
Hildago D'lle at the
Petplan Puddie, Gilles

: Viricel had already secured a safe clear on

Blakring *Mili HN to press Germany for silver.
Individual Jean-Lou Bigot illustrated France's
strength in depth when this former champion
raced through the rain to move intothe top five on
Derby De Longueval. But the Saumur winner was
spun atthefinal

Belgium's Karin Donckers produced a crackin

rse inspection the next morning.

round in the gathering dusk, but— with the next-
best Belgian in 31st— she was gunning for
individual glory. Her Irish-bred Gormley revelled in
the conditions to finish third, just 0.1pen behind
Pippa Funnell. Finland's sole representative, Piia
Pantsu, also clocked aneat, fast round on her
Swedish Warmblood Ypaja Karuso to move up to
ninth position overnight. This was due reward for
who was one of the favourites for Athens
before Karuso injured himself en route to Greece.
The course did not prove particularly exacting,
with 70% of the starters going clear — and the

0
track, often at apparent let-up fenc

Didier Dhennin's curious refusal at a simple log.
The most influential fence was a choice of anj
triple brushes exiting from the sunken road (5/6),
while the Touareg Trial's rollercoaster line
(11abc) of rail, drop and skinny also tookiits toll.

Show jumping

AS a team competition, this couldn't be billedas a

nail-biter, with the Brits me eight fences
H op 20 featuring mnn

rapidly handed Britain even more leeway when ner
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enter the equation with his accurate clear round,
and slotinto silver position — whicl

unlikely after phase on

William has been surfi

unusual in this game,” said Will
medal is particularly special because w
home ground."

Ingrid Klimke's rise up the leaderboard was
even more impressive because she sneaked into
bronze medal position from original 16th.

“| never do such a bad testand |
depress said Ingrid
the team due to a broken
nm for eight weeks. “S

flies on Friday because he's a headsl
was the only one who enjoyed the rain!"

Zara Phillips has twice started show jumping
in the lead at major events, only tolose out— but
she wasn't fluffing her lines this time. She rode

e arena smiling and left crying with joy.
'ou don't get many chal togointothe
show jumping in the lead on your senior
chamumnshmoebm-- I had tosmile,’
laughed, “It was the third time lucky form
knew I'd do it at some point.” H&H
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individual medallist, while Mike Tucker, Jane
Holderness-Roddam, lan Stark and Pippa
Roome all put the British team on top.

The best prediction came from lan Stark,
who chose the correct team order and the
silver and gold individual medalists, albeit in
the wrong order. Here is lan’s forecast again:

an Stark

Winner of
nine European
cnamphﬂship
medals

“Individually, I'll say
William, Zara and
then nnenﬁhe French,
cll perhaps Nicolas
Touzaint. Being patriotic, my team prediction
is Britain, France, Germany.”
France's Didier
Willefert and
Escape Lane *Mili,
10th, charge
through the water

isitour website@ www horseandhoun
for all the latest eventing news and results
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