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Eventing

Jownendstealsthe honours

WORLDCUP .

QUALIFIER
1st Oliver Townend on
Flint Curtis (GB)

2nd

\\f‘arkmore Ed (GBE g o

P oW

Oliver Townend and Flint
Curtis keep a clean sheet
over the coloured poles to
move up to top spot in the
World Cup qualifier

CHATSWORTH,
DERBYSHIRE

10-11May
By Jo Prestwich

OLIVERTOWNEND
secureda prestigious
winatthe Chatsworth
Nissan International
Horse Trials, rising from
12thafterthe dressageto
headastrongfieldinthe
World Cup qualifier with
Edward and Robert
Nichelson's Flint Curtis

Posting the fastest
round ofthe daycnthe
cross-countryand
jumping clear around what
proved achallenging show
jumping track, he put the
pressureonthose above
himand reapedthereward
asthe polesfell.

Therewere nosurprises
after the dressage asone of
eventing's best exponents
eart, Ruth Edge. led
e way with Catherine
Witt's Mr Dumbledore,
albeitonlyamark ahead of
Pippa Funnellwith her own
and her mother's ex-
racehorse Ensign.

With the majority

PippaFumielipofsa
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jumping clear across
country.the order going
into the show
mimicked that of tt
dressagewiththe
~Ruth, Pippa, Polly

tockton (Westwood
Poser)and Jeanette
(Over ToYou) —
ining their places.
0 You was clapped
ore hejumped the
1is his star
ththe public.
asasamazing as

d Jeanetteof the
evergreen 20-year-old
As befits aWorld Cup

qualifier, DiBoddy's show
jumpingtrackwasupto
height and although the
second in, RuthEdge and
Fast Trackremained
alty-free, it was soon
ould take some
liam Fox-Pitt's
thoneofhis

p four

Edtook him from10thto
third, but otherwise it was
mostly downhill traffic
QOver To You dropped out
ofthe top10afteran
uncharacteristic four
down, havinglostashoeon
thecross-country, asdid
MrDumbledore, while Flint
Curtisrose tothe head of
the leader board.
Olithought the cross-
country slightly kinder
than last year.

Butthe terrainalways
makes tinghereandit
issuchafabulous placeto
comeand compete.”he
said."Flint Curtis was a bit
lit upinthe dressage. but
heis rideable like that now

Flint Curtiswasabitlitupinthe
dressage, but heisrideablelike

thatnow

Oliver Townend on hisWorld Cupqualifierwinner

with Ensign, whodespite
theaccolade of “the
slowest hurdler to evel
look through the bridle”,
scorched roundin one of
the fastest times for
second place

“Itwasmy mistake at
Badminton,”said Pippa,
referring toher run-out
and fall atHuntsman's
Close. “Theyarenot
machines:

William was delighted
withParkmoreEd. who
wasat Chatsworthasa
prep for Hong Kong

“ltwas avery pleasant
surprise tofinishsowellup,
particularly as the show
jumpingdid notwalk as
difficult as it rede,” he said.
“Butit wasacleverly built
track.The cross-country
was agood. fair testandhe
made it feel easy
"Ed” more than proved

show jumpiny
“Hehas succeeded
onceandkeeps tryingto
getmeagain,” he said
Qutside the World
Cup qualifier Oliwas B

Chatsworth Nissan

Lord Killinghurst wins the
advanced for Andrew
Nicholson. Andrew also
won this classdast year on
the horse's half-sister,
GingerMay Killinghurst

COURSE CHAT

» ONE rider who got up close and personal with
Chatsworth's hallowed turf returned to the scene of his
fall to re-walk the line before his next ride. He got
chatting to the jump judge, remarking on the fact that
he couldn't work out why he had fallen. The reply of
“rider error” was greeted with the pantomime line.
“Oh noitwasn't," before the fall report was produced
with the damning words in print. It's difficult to

know whom to believe, but the form-filler should be
qualified to comment — it was Gill Armstrong

(née Fleming-Williams), who completed Badminton on
four occasions.

» HANDING microphones to the top three in the World
Cup qualifier at prize-giving nearly backfired when
runner-up Pippa Funnell explained to the large crowd
round the main arena, "l rode like 2 twat at Badminton.”
Winner Oliver Townend was also left red-faced when
Flint Curtis emptied his very full bladder during the
National Anthem.

» EMILY GILRUTH was back in action after breaking
her collarbone at Powderham, moving up a couple of
places in the World Cup qualifier with a stylish show
jumping clear. Irish rider Louise Lyons was anotherto
record a rare clear on Watership Down. finishing 10th.
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stillthe mantoget pastas
he added to his spoils with
awinin CIC*** section H.
Riding Throstle Nest
Saddlery’s Golden Hue, he
wasoneof the fastest to
winby nearly four
penalties. Golden Hueisno
stranger tosuccessat
Chatsworth, winningonhis
firstvisitatnovicelevelasa
six-year-old.
“Heisultra-reliable,” said
Oli,who will take the
GoldenCliffgelding to
Bramhamnext.“Hefelt
very professional today. so
muchsothat you forgethe
isarelatively low-mileage
nine-year-old. Dressage-
wise heis nearly as good as
anything |havehad — heis
sorideable and accurate.”
Clayton Fredericks and
Ben Along Time, winners of
themainclass heretwo
yearsago,putina
spectacular dressage test
onthe way towinning the
second CIC*** . Two10s,
for the entry andfor
Clayton'sriding, helped
give himascore of 32.3,
over 10 points ahead of the
chasing pack,a total that
narrowed to twoatthe end
“| was worried about

ng toeventual
runner-up Clea Phillipps
withthe racing-bred Lead
TheWay."| went cross-
country before the break
for the World Cup qualifier
andshewentround at the
endsoitwasalongwait,
butwithout pressingmine
toohardwehaddone
enoughtostayahead.”
Withthe Fredericks

Advanced runners-up: Piggy
French (What A Performance)
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