Eventing

Townend's one-two

BURGH
NORTHUM BERLAND
10-11 August

ByAmy Young

OLIVER TOWNEND made his first
visit to Burghamawinning one,
taking the toptwoplacesin the
advanced with Neo Du Breuiland
Imperial Master.

Andrew Cawthray's 12-year-old
gelding pipped his stablemate to
victory by 4.4 faults, having added
just 0.8time-penalties to his
dressagescoreof 32.3.

“I'mreallyglad|came,’said
Oliver,whois aiming the grey
gelding for Blenheim. “ltwas a
good to strong cross-country and
definitelydiditsjob.”

His second-placedride Imperial
Master, owned by Val Ryan, was
the only horse inside the timein
this section, the wily 15-year-old
enjoying his spinaround
Northumberland.

“Itrytotake himto places he
doesn'tknow as he'slesslikely to
nap,"said Oliver.

The Master Imp gelding won
the CIC3* at Ballindenisk last year
and, witha£50,000 bonus on
offer, Oliver ishoping to contest
the CCI3* this season.

Caroline Powell took third with
AlanBell's Thornfield Jones, who
added 7.2 time-faults tohis
dressageof32.1.

“ltwasagood attacking track,
with alot of questions inquick
succession,”said Caroline.
“We've had a few ups and downs
over the past few competitions, so
this was pleasing.”

's surprise win
WILLS OAKDEN and the 10-year-
old Greystone Midnight Melody

AnnaWarnecke, back froma
broken arm, takes the intermediate
on Ghareeb King

Oliver Towhend pilots the
Blenheim-bound Neo Du Breuil
to an advanced win ahead of his
stablemate Imperial Master

won the openintermediate,
adding nothing totheirleading
dressage scoreof 27.3.

“Thatwas abit of asurprise.”
said Wills.“She buckedinthe
medium canter!”

Owned by David Kenwright, the
10-year-old mare has only rolled
one poleall season and didn'tadd
tothattally here.

“She’s suchaconsistent
showjumper and she cruised
round the crass-country,”
said Wills.

He was also fourth with McFly.
whose owner Nicola Malcolm
couldn'tbe there towatchasshe
was gettingmarried.

Secondwentto James

Sommerville and nine-year-old
Angel Eyes, owned by Ann Stead.
“Hopefully, this will cheer her up
as she has been quite poorly."said
James,whokeptacleansheetto
finishonhis dressage of 33.2.
“She’s always quickonthe
cross-country. She'sasuper mare
who loves herjob,” he said.
AnnaWarnecke topped the
competitiveintermediate section
with GhareebKing.adding 2.4
time-penaltiestofinishon33.3.
“I'mextremely pleased,’ said
Anna, whois still recovering from
abroken armsustained at
Houghton."The seasondidn'tgo
toplan; | had hoped he would be
competing at three-star by now.
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Praise for
Burgham
PLENTY of riders praised the
event and the organising team, in
particular riders Martyn Johnson
and Craig Anderson, who have
beeninstrumentalin keeping the
eventgoing.

“They've putinan
unbelievable amount of effort to
getitright.” said Oliver Townend.
“The dressage arenas are
fantastic, the showjumpingwas a
decent track and the cross-
country courses were spoton.
They deserve full creditand a lot
more competitors in future.”

But he's coming togetheranda
winevery now and then makes it
allworthwhile

The 16.3hh12-year-old will head
to Blairto contestthe two-star.

Theintermediate causedthe
most drama of the day, with two
horsefalls, two eliminations. five
retirements and a further six
faulting on the cross-country. This
led toquite afew holds oncourse,
astheefficientteamreplaced
pinsand repaired fences. But 15 of
the 33 startersdid makeithome
clear, including second-placed
Emily Ryder and her own
eye-catchingliver chestnut Zippo.

“I'mreally chuffed, it was anice
roundasour lastrunbefore the
CCI2* at Blair," said Emily, who
finished on her dressage of 35.5.

“He has been quite feisty this
yearinthedressage, buthewas
calmand muchimproved here

Third were the programme
cover stars, Emma Carmichael
and her own eight-year-old Cooley
Lucky Strike, who pickedup 3.2
time-faults for going too fast.

“He was mint. flying round.”
Emmasaid. It was a typical
blonde moment: | was wearing a
watchas well"H&H
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