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thanit felt

| thought | was into damage limitation
territory, but it obviously looked better

Lucy Wiegersma, second after dressage onafresh Shaabrak

Days1&2
DRESSAGE

Plenty of riders struggle with the new
four-star test, but the final session
produces exciting performances and

Oliver Townend with Fi <L
breeders, Edward Nicholson and his son Robert

From aspirant
to achiever

OLIVER TOWNEND ushered ina new era of British
excellence in eventing when he and Flint Curtis won
the Mitsubishi Motors Badminton Horse Trials.

At26, heis the first British rider under 30 to win
since Rodney Powell in1991 and the first domestic
champion for four years.

His share of the £60,000 first prize will pay offa
chunk of his much-quoted mortgage on his new
basein Shropshire but, more importantly, it
elevates him from aspirant to achiever.

Ahwaysthehrsﬁucrmmse himself, the blunt

1cealed how desperately

hewantsto be the best.

Oliver has ridden Edward and Robert Nicholson’s
Flint Curtis for four years. They have been to World
and European Championships, and the pair now
operate in perfect harmony. They came here off the
backof big wins inthe Express Eventing
competition atthe end of last year and in the
Burnham Market CIC*** last month, and shared the
favourites' spot with Zara Phillips and Toytown.

Butwhile Zara's weekend wasa disaster, Oliver's
saw him take her title as the best British younger

the first Belgian dressage leader

THE new four-star
dressage test, written by
Christopher Bartle, was a
step-up indifficulty from
previousincarnations.
Someridersstruggled,
particularly with the five-
loop canter serpentine
with flying changes atthe
endofthe test, whichwas
worthamassive 130
marks.

Eric Smiley, judge atH
(AngelaTuckerwas atC
and Michel Asseray at B),
said: “The new test
requires a true sense of
arenacraft —it
encourages horsesand
riders to be quick-thinking
andadjustable. If it does
these things, it prepares
themfor cross-country.
Whenridersgetusedtoit

andstart to feel confident.

they will growtolike it.
Thereis nogettingaway
fromthe simple, basic
skills of having the horse
attentive tothe aids.”
Emily Baldwin led at the
endofthefirstdayon
Drivetime, presentinga
polished, soft test for
42.3,just ahead of Ruth
Edge’'s43.8onthe

thoroughbred Mayhem Il

Emily said that because
Drivetime competes at
advanced medium level in
puredressage, sheisused
toriding testslike this one,
and that having more
movements toride
actually made it easier.
JoMay (Faere Vision)
andRodney Powell
(Zinzan Il)were the only
otherriderstoscoreinthe
40s on Thursday with46.7
and 48 respectively. Buta
further nine managediton
Friday, where the best was

Thenewtest
encourages
horsesand
riderstobe
quick-thinking
andadjustable.
Ifitdoes
thesethings,

it prepares
them forcross-
country

Eric Smiley judgeatH

Fridayafternoon’s
wiridy session, when
the leader board

changed constantly

savedtill last, despite a
strongwind which
unsettiedalot ofthese
fighting-fit horses.

ltalian rider Roberto
Rotatorimade heads turn
insurprise when he
scored 43.7 with Della
Malaspina Irham De
Viages, butitwas thefinal
session that, asever,
produced the star tests.

Karin Donckers
established a Badminton
record, becoming the first
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rider. Zarais stillworld champion, and this s,

amazingly

event victory.

war with,

ing his domination of the

one-day circuit, only Oliver’s second three-day

But while Zara has to regroup and repair, Oliver is
the happiest man in the country, perhaps followed
by William Fox-Pitt, who by taking second and
fifth here after good results two weeks beforein
Kentucky, hasat least four top horsestogo to

Ohvercuuldn !qutleilnlshm\a cleansheet—Flint

1inthe she ing, and the

shock on Oliver's face wasimmediately visible — but
it was atrue Badminton winner's performance.

Third after

optimumtime.

he ledafter

Andwhen overnight runner-up Lucy
Wiegersma's luck deserted her once again and
Shaabrak had four fences down, Oliver's one
mistake didn't matter.

Typically, Oliver's first words were: “If he [Flint
Curtis] hadn’t won, it would have been my fault.”

Oliver, youdid, so try to enjoy it.

untry
by being one of an incredible 16 to finish inside the

Belgium's Kari#Borickers and
Swiss warmblood Gazslle DeLa
Brasserie Inwﬂuﬁtp

Pictures by Travor Mesks

Belgiantoheadthe
dressage on 38.8. Karin,
37.isatopinternational
competitor with areal feel
fordressage and her
Swiss warmbloodmare,
Gazelle De La Brasserie,
wasapicture ofelegance.
‘harmonyand fluidity.

Lucy Wiegersma
afterwardssaid that
Shaabrakwas the most
tense she had ever felt
him, butshe still slotted
intosecond with 39.7.
Oliver Townendrode a
masterfultest on Flint
Curtis for 40.5andthird,
‘while Emily Baldwin held
oninfourth.

Idalgo, a horse William
Fox-Pitt once said could
be his superstar, kept his
coolfor 42 8 andfifth
place, ahead of Roberto
Rotatori. Ruth Edgewas
seventh, and Matthew
Wrightnextwith44.3,a
potentially stellar teston If
YouWant |l spoiled bya
couple of mistakes.

Thecrowds —andthe
paparazzi —thencraned
their necks tosee Zara
Phillips enter the arenacn
the magnificent Toytown.
But he couldn’t quite pullit
off and slotted into ninth
on45.3

PLACINGS
, AFTERDRESSAGE *,

! Karin Donckers on
LaBrasserie (BEL)
Lucy Wiegersmaon
Shaabrak (GB)

Oliver Townendon #
. FlintCurtis (GB) -
~

BADMINTON BANTER

YOUNG rider European champion Emily

Liewellyn, the youngest rider at 19, had adream
debut. A cool, calm and collected test with Society
Spice left her12th, going clear across country with
10.8 time-faults dropped hertoZOth

“lcouldnt

just meant they finished
22ndand for thebest British
under-25 nderandthe Lawrence RnakTraphyfnr!he

highest-p itwhohasn'tp

any faster,” and

H&HSunday morning

trot-up prizes: best political
statement —Matt Ryan (right) for
his Union flag T-shirt because heis
applying to switch nationality.
Biggest bling — Emily Anker’s
Balmoral Cavalier's browband was
practically a tiara. The best-
dressed prize goes to aman — Roberto Rotatori, sllck
ina pin-striped suit. Highest heels — Dee Kennedy,
obviously, but challenged by Sara Squires.

MIDNIGHT Dazzler finished on his dressage

score in 10th, giving him a ninth four-star
completion. He joins Hooray Henry Il as the oldest
horses at19 to complete Badminton.

Seven of his four-star completions have been with
current rider Harry Meade and the pair have never had
across-country fault at Badminton. Harry alsowon the
Cotswold Life Trophy for the best local rider for the
fourth successive year — it'sanew one, asthey gave
himthe last one outright after his third win.

Harry also became the youngest personto collect
anArmadadish (five completions).

\
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CarlHester

Comiment

More skill
neededin
new test

THE new dressage test made more interesting
Vi

iewing for the public — it has more flowand

movements come up quicker. so there is always

something happening. Agreat deal more skillis

needed, and aswell as agood-moving horse, you also

need arider whois more aware of presentation.
However, the test does feellike it has one too many
loopsin it. The five-loop canter serpentine at theend
isquite harsh and didn't encourage good changes
fromtheless experienced horses and riders.

Thefirst day’s dressage was slightly disappointing.

Therewereafewriderswithnew horses, and it was
interesting to see how the new partnerships shaped
up. Kitty Boggis produced amarked improvermnentin
Boondoggle’s self-carriage and way of going.

Emily Baldwin rode very confidently. Judges want
toreward risk-takers and she really went for it.

Ruth Edge is an example of the complete
all-rounder. Her test and Emily’s were the best
presented on the first day, while William Fox-Pitt was
notable for producing both his horses beautifully for
thetest.

| also enjoyed watching James Robinson’s
Comanche. He has a lot of power and activity. if only
he could get some relaxationinto the expression.

Things hotted up on Friday afternoon. Lucy
Wiegersma's presentation shone round the outside
of thearena, and Shaabrak looked fluid and soft. |
think his potential is now fulfilled.

Toytown is the mover of the field. His poweris so
impressive, but achieving acalmtestonahorse that

talented and expressive is difficult, and this testis not

really enough to keep his mind occupied.

We concluded with two terrific displays of riding.
Karin Donckers showed elegant styleandher horsea
light way of going and superbtransitionsina
mistake-freetest.

| 'said at Badminton four years ago that Flint Curtis
had such potential. but it didn't appear again until
Express Eventing last November. There he was
suddenly transformed back toahorse whoexcels at
dressage. Maybe by competing at a higher level Oliver
found the key to the horse’s submission. He had the
best extended trotand clean, secure changes. Only
the extended walk let him down —he walks likea
14.2hh pony and trots and canterslikeal7hh horse.

‘ At Express Eventing,

Flint Curtis was suddenly
transformedbacktoahorse
whoexcels at dressage. Maybe
by competingatahigher
level Oliverfoundthe key ”
to his submission

P
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roundunder the time.

Clare Lewis hadan
unlucky fall with Park
Pageboy at the Puffa
Shooting Butt, while Polly
Stockton(Regulus), Dee
Kennedy (BigEl)and
special needs teacher
SaraSquires (Star
Prospect)allwent clear
withjustahandful of
time-faults.

Armada cbvicusly did
findthe coursetooeasy,
leaping in the air with
exuberance under

4 roundtotake the best

Illthmirﬁ timer and

Andrew Nicholson. But
Tristam Owers and
Muschamp Impaladidn't
seem tobe enjoying
themselvesandhada
stopatthe new John
Whitaker International
Corral combination at
fence seven, before
retiring ontop of the
Outlander Bank.
Thenitwasintothe
white heat ofthe event —
sixoutof the top 10filled
the last eighttime
spots. Lucy Wiegersma B
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Fibere

said later that Shaabrak
gave hera “roughride”,
and helooked ahandful.
butjumpedclearwith 0.8
time-faults,

“He was taking the
fences onabitand making
mework hard fromthe
start,” said 32-year-old

ucy.

Idalgoflowed round for
William Fox-Pitt. but they
came homesix seconds
over thetime. Matthew
Wright's four-star luck
abandoned himagain— If
You Want |l didn't get
home last year and he fell
atthe brushcornerin
Huntsmans Close this
time.

“Hewasonthe bridleat
the time,” said Matthew,
who had worked very hard
toimprove the horse’s
fitness and stamina.

Then Zara Phillips
rounded off her miserable
day when Toytown lefta
leg and chipped inanextra
stride between the second
and third flower boxes at
the HSBC FEI Classics
Sunken Lane and couldn’t
take-off. Heripped ashoe
offinthe process and Zara
retired.

Karin Donckers was last
togoontheovernight
leader GazelleDe La

Brasserie, but ime ticked
away and she looked
heartbroken torealise she
was 15secover the time
whenshejumped offthe
horse. She droppedto
fifth.

Oliver Townend,
following her round, knew

Karin Dockers.
(6.4time-pen) 5th

e

she had time-faults by the
timehe gottothe
Mitsubishi Quarry, and
rode smoothly and
economically toget Flint
Curtis round without
adding to hisdressage
score, butwithout
hassling him,

(on Idalgo)

(2.4time-pen) 4th

William Fox-Pitt

%_

Oliver said: “It was one
of themost thrilling rides |
have had onhim, and the
most pleasing bit was that
he finished so well.”

Heand Lucy finished
Saturday onthesame
score—40.5—butLucy's
time-penalties meant that

Atthe optimumtime, whereonthecourse
were the top six after cross-country?

-—Lmﬁlg&
I (1.6time-pen) 6th

shewas officially second
tohim, just ahead of
Roberto Rotatori. William
Fox-Pitt lurked
dangerously infourth with
Idalgo and seventhon
Macchiato, while Karin
Donckers droppedtofifth
and Ruth Edge tosixth.

hawhole course
~ of eachborse’s position
m

Rotatori
(Otime-pen) 1st +3rd
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S
=
-
£
%
=)

—— Lucy

ﬁ,}ﬁ%ﬁ -

5 by Trevor Meeks

Italy’s heroic
first-timer
takes fourth

‘He hasa big heart
‘and a big brain':
Roberto Rotatori

and Irham De
Viages

ITALIAN rider Roberto Rotatori was the hero of the
weekend. No ltalianrider has come close to a fourth
place at Badminton before, and his sheer delight to
beat the event wasinfectious.

“I'm so excited,” he said. “| have been here lots of
timesasa r, but thisis my firsttime asa
rider.'m 41,and | feel like 215-year-old."

Robertowas based here with Mark and Carolyn
Todd for a while more than adecade ago, and said
that “everything good | know, | got from them”. He
now trains fellow riders at his base near Mllan

Hegaveup ing for nin:
tolheUKtovIsitfellawllahan der Susanna
Bordone and becoming inspired to take it up again.

He rode in the 2007 PratomEuropean
C ionships and at the Beijing Oly his

dminton horse. D rham De Viages,
whom he bought from Nicolas Touzaint.

After his 43,6 dressage test, he said: “Whata
lovely horse heis.I'm not agreat dressage rider, but
heisamachine, and he rises to the occasion,”
adding how he couldn't wait to attempt the “big but
beautiful” cross-country course. The pair flew
around inside the time to jump to third place, and
Roberto beamed his way through the Saturday
night press conference.

“He'sabrilliant horse — he hasabigheartand a
big brain. Anyone could ride him,” he said. But when
asked whether Irham De Viages was a good show
jumper, he replied: “He's better than me!” which
didn't bode well for the final day.

And he did have three down. However, such was
the shake-up of the top 10 that he managed only to
dropa place to fourth — anamazing result foran
unconsidered first-timer.

Caroline Powell and
Lenamaore show jump
clear for ninth, moving
up from 34 after=
dressage

FINAL
PLACINGS
Oliver Townendon *
Flint Curtis (GB)

William Fox-Pitt
onldalgo(GB)

SamGriffithson

\ HappyTlmes(AUS)

Day 4 SHOW JUMPING

Plenty of poles fall, but Oliver Townend holds on for the title,
while William Fox-Pitt and Sam Griffiths benefit fromclears

FIFTY-sixhorses plenty of turnsand Andrew Nicholson
contested the show complicatedlines,andthe  (Armada) and Kai-Steffen
jumping —three (BitOfA  added pressureofriding Meier (TSF Karascada M).

Barney, Balmoral Cavalier  foraplace broughtits Often that would pull you

and Mr Dalby) were weight to bear atthe top. way up theranks, butonly
withdrawnwhenheld at Karin Donckersstarted  Midnight Dazzler finished
thefinalhorseinspection.  well by jumpingclear on inthetop10—at10th,
JonDoney's track SS Jett, as did Joe Meyer Lenamore jumped
proved eminently and Snip. Harry Meade another bouncy clear for
jumpablewhen seven and Midnight Dazzler Caroline Powell to pullup
riders finished without finished ontheirdressage  toninth, but Mary King
faults inthe morning score, asdid Anna and Apache Sauce
session. But there were Warnecke (Twinkle Bee), dropped down from1ith

DIDTHETOP6JUMPTOFORM?

Previous three completed three-day events
Mostrecent

Flint Curtis Bramh08 4| EurosO7 4 | WEGO6 2
Idalgo Pau08 5| Burgh0O6 0 | Bramh05 O
Happy Times Saumur08 16| Blenh07 13 | Lelion0& O
Irham De Viages Olymp08 28| EurosO7 12 | PratoniO7 16
Macchiato Luhm08 0| Blair07 4 | Bramh07 0
Shaabrak Bad 08 4| BurghO7 12 | Bad06 4
SAM GRIFFITHS' Happy Times made the most improvement to his previous
performances in the showjumping. which Sam attributed to changing his warm-up.
Lucy Wiegersma's Shaabrak was disappointing. as he has had better results, butin
general, the restof the top six all jumped as expected from their previous form.

Pictures by Trevor Mooks

to 26th for hitting three. pressure piled on the
Sam Griffithsuppedthe  remainingthree. The
antewithaclearonHappy  crowdwerewrigglingin
Times, and they were the their seats with
major benefactors from excitement.
mistakes at thetop of the Roberto Rotatori
line, giving Sam his best couldn't quite keep the
four-starresultwiththird.  dreamalive for Italy,
KarinDonckers (Gazelle  knocking downthree
DelaBrasserie)and Ruth  fences but, surprisingly.
Edge(Mayhemlll)alsohit  this only moved himdown

three, but enlyslippedto

one place tofourthinthe

seventhandeighth. final reckoning.

James Robinson fellthe There were only groans
furthestwhenComanche  of sympathy for Lucy
hadfiverailsdown,ending ~ Wiegersma, whomust
up 34th, have felt like kicking the

When William Fox-Pitt catafter Shaabrak hit the
jumpedacleanroundon middle partof the treble

Idalgo. ensuring he had
twointhetopfive, another
Fox-Pitt win seemed
entirely possibleand the

[thoughtl'd

and then three more. They
only dropped to sixth, but
itwasalong way fromthe
BadmintonwinLucy had
worked sohard for.

Oliver Townend
therefore had afencein

hand over William Fox-Pitt,

moveupashe's butheknewthattheleft-
i handed track wouldn't
agoodjumper. flatter Flint’s strengths.
butnotasmuch Thepairlostther
advantage when fence
as that seven fell, but Oliver
remained ice-cool to clear
Sam Griffiths,whorose from therestandtake hisfirst
20thafterdressagetothirdon Badmintontitie by less
HappyTimes thanone mark.

rightresult

TinaCook

Comiments

Thrilling finish,

Eventing Mitsubishi Motors Badminton

INNING Badmintonwasa

superb result for Oliver

Townend, ariderwhohas
shownso much talentand beensucha
prolific one-day event winner. There
waslittle doubt that thistitle wouldbe
his sooner rather than later. and it was
evenmore satisfying that he claimed it
by beating multi top-level winner
William Fox-Pitt on his exciting Idalgo.

Thisseason Oliver seemsto be

riding more sympathetically andit's
great he was rewarded withthis prize.
I've never seen Flint Curtis look softer
orfitter than last week — they looked
like atruly happy partnership.

Lingering questions

THE overall package at Badminton
ticked the right boxes. The best
combinations came tothe fore, there
were exciting climaxes toall three
phases and all the elements of the
three-dayevent had influence. There
were opportunities to move up.as
Harry Meade and Midnight Dazzler
— 38th after dressage, but 10that the
endwithadouble clear —proved.

But 'mstill leftaskinglingering
questions about the courseand
Badminton's place inriders' thoughts.

The pre-cross-country feeling was
that Hugh Thomas's track was easier
thanlastyear and this showed with 55
clears. To see somany jumpclear —
and16inside the time — is unusual,

The fences were beautifully
decorated and imposing, but the level
of technicality had beentaken away in
placesand not stepped upinothers.

Aswellastheinternational stars,
there were arecord 24 first-timers
and many had apositive experience,
whichthey canhopefully build on.

But my firstquestionis whether
there weretoo many clears.I'm
inclinedtosaythatifweneedto
ask that question, the answeris
probably yes. My second one is
this: was Badminton this year
frightening and challenging enough

‘ Was thisyear’s
Badminton

frighteningand

challengingenoughto

inspiretherespect ”
it deserves?

toinspirethe respectitdeserves?

Completing Badmintenshould
commandrespectandasense of
achivement. Four-star needsto
remainonits pedestal.

I'm not saying lonly want the
top-flight professionalshere — 'mall
foryounger riders and the amateur
withaonce-in-a-lifetime horse
gettingachance. Butfour-star should
be intimidating enough to make
riders be 110% prepared before
taking onthe challenge. It shouldn’t
bewithinthe reach ofthe below
average three-star horse.

lagreewith Mark Phillips, who said
qualified shouldn'tmeanready to
compete (column, 9 April), and I felt
this course could encourage too
many riders to think they are ready
for Badminton after one CCI***.

New stars
LOOKING at the dressage, I felt the
groundjury keptaconsistent level of
judging. Afteraraft of mediocre tests,
there were concerns they would go
madwith the highermarks whenthe
favourites performed on Friday
afternoon, but they showed good
judgement anddidn’t getcarried away.
Emily Llewellyn showed huge
maturity witha great performance on
her junior team horse. Alot of our
present top riders had their first
Badmintonontheir junior or young
rider horse, and I'msure, likethem,
shewillprogress to be the real deal.
Georgie Spencealso rode welion
two not particularly easy horses.
Previously she has sometimesrelied
onspeedacross country, butshe's
now using more feelandjudgement.
Itwas the younger horses thatalso
really caught my eye, suchas Happy
Times, whowas classinallthree
phases andwhe I'msure willget Sam
Griffiths on an Australian team. Also
Louisa Lockwood's 10-year-oldmare
DesertIsland, wholookedgreenand
untidy inplaces, butimproved the
further she went round the course.
Thiseventwas anadvert for older
horses, with lots of 15- and 16-year-
olds which I'msure comes from the
positiveinfluence of the short format.
It's great for the public tocheeron
horses they have followed for years.
For spectators, theabsence of
ZaraPhillipsonthe lastday was asad
disappeointment. butthat'sthe
unpredictability of our sport. H&H P
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Overall: final scoreboard

BADMINTON HORSE TRIALS 2009

et
o

Flint Curtis (liver Tovwnond, GE)
Iedalgo (Willar Fox
Happy Times (Sam Gr ffiths, AUS)
Della Malaspina irham De'

Garelle De La Brasserle arin Donckers, BEL)
Mayhem Il (Ruth Edge. Gl
Lenamore (C2roiin

Snip (JoeMayer,
S8 Jett (KarinDx
Twinkle Boe (Anna\Warniacke
SirPercival lll (Frances

Boggis.GB)
,GB)
Comanche (lamesRebinson, GE)

Idaho DArgonne (Ruy Fonseca BRA)

397 08 16
388 6.4 12
438 - 16 12
56.7 08

533 52
51.2 A

665 B4 4
568 264

743 136 12 6
598 20 32

683 20
75.2 40

Deltry Sal R

GB)

Eliminated

BlackDrum(,

Tosi, BRA): = GB)
igley.NZL)

y Jones GB)EB2

785
788
816
834
848
859
866
867
869
812
836
o5

140.4
1453

(ZaraPhillips,GB)68.8; Faere Vision (Jo May. GB) 46.7: Drivetime (Emily Baldwin. GB) 42.3:

Zinzan!l{Rodney Powell GB)45.0; Wutstan ook On (Laura Shears, 6B) 36.7:Merloch (Bonrie Mosser, USA)51.3: Muschamplmpala (Tistram

Owers.GB) 57. ¥ i

GB)58.0; Toyt

ZaraPhillips.GB)45.3

A D

Nebelwerfer (Harakd Siegl, AUT)E0 7.

v GB)56 3; Tankers.

ght (Olvia

Jocelyn, NZL)63.2: Axia ll(LuisaPalli. TA)BL7: High Times (Lucy Hollday, GB) 60.7:
Hunt, GB)54.7; Master Blaster |1 (Jade Lazenty,

6B)62.7;Southway (Penny Lawn, GB) 73 5: The Cointreau Challenge (Charlotte Castie. GB)60.8: Saxon Cross (Angus Smales. GB) 75.0: Park
Pageboy (Clare Lewis. GB)527:1f You Want Il (Matthew Wright GB) 44.3

OfABamey (L
(AnnaHiton, SWE)59.2,0,104

o Skalton, GB)71.2.0.56: BalmoralC

lier (Errily Anker, AUS)64.2,0.8.8:Mr Dalby

HSBC 4XP

Townend and
Fox-Pitt tussle for
HSBC FEI Classics™

THIS year's HSBC FEI Classics
looks like atussle between
William Fox-Pitt and Oliver
Townend, who both have the
horsepower to keep collecting
points atthe forthcoming events,
Luhmahlen, Burghley and Pau.
With only one top horse each,
Lucinda Fredericks and Bettina
Hoy are likely todrop down, but
with prizes tofifth place, Lucy
Wiegersma alsohasagood
chance of winning bigmoney.

LEADER BOARD (anter 20t 5 avents)

1_OliverTownend (GB)
2 William Fox-Pitt (GB)

3 Lucinda Fredericks (AUS)
4  Bettina Hoy (GER)

8 Nicolas Touzaint (FRA)
9 RobertoRotatori (ITA)

10Phillip Dutton (USA)

The best-dressed feet: Dee Kennedy's
shoes, which were much discussed

Pictures by Travor Macks
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