REPOR Eventing Mitsubishi Motors Badminton EVENTING

Moon Fleet ends Hoy’s27-year wait

&Afewweeks ago mywife Bettinasaid: ~‘Senior’rider Andrew Hoy s long wait for Badminton victory
‘Moon Fleet is going to win Bad minton is finally over, and after his win in Kentucky the Grand Slam
foryou."Then, whenlwaswarmingup s jn s sights. But Oliver Townend heads a new-lookyoung

fordressage, she said: ‘He's going to S . ;
get 36, and hedid¥ British line-up snapping at his heels, reports Kate Green

Andrew Hoy

REPORTS

« He has more four-star horses —five —than ever
i before, and his Kentucky win seven days earlier
means he could emulate Pippa Funnell's 2003

MITSUBISHI MOTORS BADMINTON HORSE TRIALS 2006
feat of winning the US$250,000 Rolex G FINALSCOREBOARD

Event director Hugh Thomas expressed the J PENALTIES
popular sentiment when he said: “I've admired
Andrew’s riding for years and not to have his name
at the top at Badminton would be an anomaly.”

And runner-up Ingrid Klimke, who produced
Germany’s best ever Badminton resulton her
debut, said sweetly: “Finishing second to Andrew
is as good as winning.”

The European bronze medallist and Olympic
rider charmed the spectators, who roared their
approval of her sunny disposition and brave
horsemanship at every opportunity. In turn,
Ingrid, 38, appeared charmed by Badminton.

“My best memory will be the crowds on
cross-country day. And the friendliness —
everywhere | looked, someone was willing to
help me. | am thrilled.
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HORSE AND RIDER

NDREW Hoy last week fulfilled a Andrew’s is a tale of perseverance and hard graft
Badminton dream that began when ¢ reaping theirjust reward. The former farmer from

he was a naive 20-year-old. Twenty-
seven years later, now a consummate

i WaggaWagea is Australia's first victor for 45 years
i (since Laurie Morgan); heis Badminton's oldest

#Ridersare more prepared
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horseman, he achieved it, deservedly ‘wmmer(beatwngChnstophelBart[ebymunths), - ey = 5 5
capturing the Mitsubishi Motors ¢ and hefirstrode herein 1979, whichis four years New Zealand's Bundy Philpott suffers a soaking and dre presentmg teStS that ql.mlxﬂun;hum 59.1
Trophy on Sue Magnier's Moon Fleet with an before third-placed Oliver Townend was even born.  when she falls into the Lake from Fig Jam actua“y resemb‘e dressage 15 Mr Pracatan 611
invincible performance. gndr;w's;irsrtwoa‘fltmptiggéeabﬂecﬁﬁﬂures e ) i k 16 Hope Street 32 624
“A few weeks ago, my wife Bettina said: nd he didn't return until the )5, when he . WP In Limbo 63.
“‘Moon Fleet is going towin Badminton for you," rwice led on Darien Powers before it ended in b ey e eamlngmta B I13KS; :;C T 6;:
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did. | should listen to my wife more often.” Now 47, Andrew is enjoying a purple patch. othem notto be obsessed wi 20 e Purp! 5.7
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“It used not to be so common for German riders ‘5““‘%!’“3" 5 | 12/0 722
tocome here, but Chris Bartle [team trainer] has 27 Omyx (V 8 8/0 72.9
encouraged us. He said: "You don't have to be 28 Osh Kosh | 24 813 T3.4
frightened of eventing in i?rilain becauseyou can 29 Two O Two (Antoinett 72 8/0 77
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Oli Townend, who storms the national scene, T P s iy .
proved he can cut it at the sharp end, too. The n °PP‘-‘3!‘~ "” ( 34 6 761

23-year-old finished on his dressage score with
anew ride, Edward Nicholson's home-bred Flint
Curtis, one of only two 10-year-olds in the field
(with Polly Stockton’s Regulus), who had done
Oliver Townend, 23, raises the Butler Bowl he only one CCI***.

won as best British rider. He finished third

This was a big step up in class for Flint
Curtis, who was ridden at under-25 level by Oliver Townend goes clear inside the time on Edward Nicholson's Flint Curtis to move into third place
Alex Postolowsky and lzzy Taylor, but, far from
adoptinga “let's see” attitude, the ever-ebullient : and new short format, Oli, who is never shy of

¢ opened. Flint Curtis has proved himself a serious

Oli said he setoutacrosscountry “towin. Ifthe  : challenging his seniors, agreed that hissuccess  : horseand | hope I've proved myself and improved
horse is ready, | always come towin”. ¢ heralds another generation of British riders. from last year [ 12th on his debut with Toppingl,”
Inthe year of Badminton's new-lockline-up ~ :  “I hope the selectors have had their eyes i hesaid.
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Pippa Funnell's ride, Ensign, in the stables with : i o
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Belgium's Karin Donckers and Gormley lay eighth after the dressage but came a cropper at the Vicarage Vee when Gormley hit the high part of the fence.

Germany's Ingrid Klimke holds on to her second place: “Sleep Late's the best horse I've ever had”
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