Eventing Gatcombe Festival of British Eventing

OLIVER Townend gave his rivals no chan
novice championship. He took home firsf
i izes, hawng held a one-two-thi
stranglehold on the leaderboard for much of the
afternoon. Ruth Edge (Impromptu) and Andrew
Nicholson (Armada) sneaked into third and fourth
towards the end of the competition, capitalising
on highly placed e marks with fast rounds.
After Oliver endured a refusal on trailblazer
Golden Hue at the troublesome third fence,
5e Bensmrcha into the lead from his
ewith one of only two rounds

Pdlk B
ahead er time securing
him the titl Thesptophve boﬂted out a rail
apiece in an influential

Oliver took on Best Of
three months aj rspotting the ches
Weston Park an if he could tak
onthe ride.

“Don't tempt fate, but it looks exciting,”
grinned Oliver when asked if he might ha
good horses lined up for Beijing 2008.
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Dressage leader Kitty Boggis wrec
otherwise smooth round on Impe
£ astop atthe house in the Dewpond. Abi Walters

5 rode two of the five

ubleclears in the class,
' taking sixth spot v

Chalcotts Saracen.

's decision to take the pressure off
by running three horses in the plain advanced
sections rather than the British Open was

2.4 HORSE & HOUND - 11 AU 05

second and a ninth p

Her grey Ho| natched victory by from
long-time leader a (
Way) asthe |

But Dai fortunes were re
Il when her Blenheim ride Spring Along was
pipped by the final horse in tha tion, Wllham
Fox-Pitt’s Bramham winner Mr Dumbledore
William retained his leading dressage position
and alsofinished third on Birthday Night.

Daisy Dick and Spring Along, advanced runners-
up. Daisy won the other advanced on Hope Street

fairand square,” adm
lpen behind. “With Blenheim
) I didn't push\pnn"mang buthed mt
put a foot wrong and show jumpe: 3
Other Blenheim front-runners Bettina HOjar'ld
Villiam Fox-Pitt :ruformed the two outstanding
these sections with Ringwood

Cockal oc)('?-a IJand Ballincoola (27.9) but both

Ruth Edge and Impromptu leap into the water on
the way to third place in the novice championship
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