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OLIVERTOWNEND took over
the mantle of “Mr Weston Park”.
He wonboth advanced sections.
when, for the firstin10 years,
Andrew Nicholsonwent away
without an advanced sectionin
the bag.

But Andrew did pick up a third
(Mr Cruise Control) and a seventh
(Viscount George).

Oliver's first win came with
Douglas, who was bought last
year by Harthill Stud from
Emilie Chandler.

“I'vealways liked him as a horse
and,althoughintheory everything
isforsale, this horse feels like the
realdeal.” said Oliver of the VDL
Ard Douglas 10-year-old.

“Thisisafantastic place and
riding agood horse round here is
asgood asanywhere. They need
tobe good over afence as the
showjumping always takes a bit of
jumping, with broomstick poles
and being close tothe cross-
country, but mine all jumped clear.

“Thecross-country was good
as ever — decent with loads of
questions.”he added. “I thought
thedouble of corners at 14abwas
bordering on afour-star test, but
they rode well

Plenty took a flag with them
here, although the ride of the day
throughithad to be fourth-placed
William Fox-Pitt and Chilli
Morning. They were foot perfect,
despite there being no flag to hold
them inafter a previous
competitor had knocked it.

Oliver's second advanced
winner Outside Chanceis another
relatively new ride. He took over
onthe 10-year-old last July when
the horse's owner Angela Hislop
senther entire string to him.

“Like Douglas, heisavery
classy horse and very careful,
whichis great as you canalways
keep riding forward,” said Oliver.

AREAL
EMERGENCY

VET Ken Anderson was
summonedtothe
secretary’stentonthe
Saturday for an“urgent
equine emergency’. He was
expecting to find blood and
gore, butitturned outalady
withthe exact same Audi
model as Ken was
desperately trying to tune
her stereo to Radio5Live so
she could listen tothe
Grand National.
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|knew there must
have beenamistake
somewherewith
thetime,asheis
fastandltookthe
Andrew Nicholson
lineeverywhere

Beanie Sturgis on being given 20 time-
penaltiesonthe provisional scores

The Nearly ANose gelding was
one of only two horses tomake the
timein the advanced, the other
being Briarlands Matilda, third to
Outside Chance with Izzy Taylor.

Both Oliver's winners areaimed
atBramham.

LauraCollettledthedressagein
section Kon 22 9 with Rayef. But
they parted companyacross
country when the bay changed his
mind having taken off for the
penultimate fence.

Another double

AOIFE CLARK alsodoubled up.
winning two sections of the
intermediate with Imperial Trump
and Arlando. Cressida Legge’s

Paul Tapner takes second in advanced
saction K with Kilronan

Imperial Trumpis arecent arrival,
Aoife acquiring the ride ashis
usual rider, her sister-in-law Polly
Stockton. is pregnant.

“Itis great — she has doneall
the workand I'm reaping the
benefit,”said Aoife.

The horseis by Aoife’s favourite
stallion Master Imp, sire of her
Olympic ride, the Badminton-
bound Master Crusoe. He cruised
round the advanced for fifth.

“I have donea couple of open
novices with Imperial Trumptoget
toknow each other — infact, they
were alsoour only cross-country
fences as acombination, before
coming here,"she said."He was
amazing today and what anevent
they puton. Itlooked good, rode
well and was educational, asking
plenty but without overdoingit.”

Aoife’s second winner Arlando,
owned by the Stirling Syndicate, is
another new ride for this year.

“Theideawas toget something
that could goonandlamreally
excited about him," she said.

“Heis foreign, but rides likea
thoroughbred and he made it feel
soeasy.”

Acifewas particularly pleased
withthe gelding's dressage — he

SECTIONNofthe
under-21open
intermediate wasa
runaway success for this new

combination (news, 21 March), who

led throughout for a four-mark
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winning margin. Navigatorisowned wins for new rider Sophie Beaty

by former rider William Fox-Pitt.

Lynne Earle and Sophie’s grandmother Catherine Joice.
“They all decided that dropping down to juniors was the right move for

him," explained Sophie.

“He is much bigger than anything I've ridden before, but heis so easy to

ride — push button, in fact —and I'm

ivileged to have theride.

“| did send William a text last night after I'd walked the course as | had a
few questions on how to ride him. He looked at the fences and told me
what to do — keep my leg on and steer between the flags!”

led the sectionwitha 25.5.

“Itis just aquestion of finding
the keystohimas heischeeky,
butgreat fun toride,” she added.

“He's due an upgrade!”

[Twas only at the prize-giving that
Vittoria Panizzon discovered she
had been demoted to secondin
openintermediate (Ol) sectionL
with Merlots Magic. It turned out
that the provisional scores had
wrongly attributed 20 time-
penalties to eventual winner
Beanie Sturgis with Lebowski.

“Tobe fair, | saw Beanie goand
shewas never going toget that
many time-penalties.”said
Vittoria."Poor ‘Woody' — he has
hadfiveseconds at intermediate
andopenintermediate level, so
surely heis due anupgrade.”

Beanie was delighted with
Lebowskiwho, despite earning
nearly 400 British Eventing
points, was recording his first win.

“We pulled up at Burghley
last year, but have hunted this
winter and are heading for
Badminton.”she said."| knew

Beanie topsan Ol
Badminton-

there must have beena mistake
somewherewith thetime,asheis
fastand | took the Andrew
Nicholson line everywhere."

Chris King took first and second
inthe second Ol section, winning
with Isabel Djivanovic's Billy Buzz
and finishing runner-up with his
ownandJane James'Miss Caruso.

Isabel and Billy Buzz were
based with Chris all last year, the
season culminating on acall-up
for the young rider Europeans.

“lzzi moved the mare tobe
nearer homein Dorsetat theend

of last year and had her entered in
the advanced today.” explained
Chris.“Withall the cancellations,
she decided that anadvanced to
startthe seasonwas a bit much,
movedher tothe Ol and then, with
amanic week at work, asked me
tostandin.

Itwas amove anumber of
riders made, with the three
advanced sectionsultimately
turning into twe advanced and
one Ol,as those lacking outings
chose todropdowna level.

“The mare only arrived four
days agoand, although I trained
Izzialllast year with her, I've only
sat onher ahandful of times,"
added Chris.

“Luckily, sheis very

i straightforward, although the

pressure wasonas lzziwonan
intermediate section here with
her last year —afact she kept
reminding me of,so lhadtowin."

Itwas agreat start to 2013 for
the Lambourn-basedrider as his
other rides were both placed too,
Billy Bounce third (intermediate
section I)and Idol Hero seventh
(Ol sectionL).

Liddle leads thi

ALEXLIDDLE. amember of last
year's gold medal-winning junior
European team, did her chances
of selection for this year's young

<a B0

rider squad no harmwith awinin
under-21Olsection G.Sheled
throughout withRomeoZ.

The combinationcameto
Weston off the back of an open
novice runto start the season,
before movingupto open
intermediate at Lincoln, where
they were third.

Romeois owned by the
Huntridges, who have had horses
with both Alex's mother Toniand
aunt Tanya Kyle, sothe arrival of
Romeowas a natural progression.

“Ithink they were keenthe
horsewenttoajunior.” said Alex,
who hashad the ride since the end
of 2011."Thefirsttime | rode him
hefelt quite ponyish, but the more
youdare himthe better he is and
he was amazing round there
today. | thinkhe was glad toget
some better going togallopon—
itwas perfect.

“Therewere alot of questions,
but hecouldn'thave been better
and tolead after the dressage was
very satisfying, as we have worked
hard onthat through thewinter.”

As ever, the Plant family dida
fantastic job running an event that
had afar fromideal run-up.

“Planningin 2ft of snowis not
easy."said Janet Plant.“We were
running out of time and had to
pack the birch corners using
planks tostand onthe snow."H&H
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Romeo Z stretches out for Alex Liddle
on the way to taking uinder-2101
section G; The first time | rode him,
he felt quite ponyish, but the

moré you dare him the better he is'
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