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Ewas a man on a mission. Oliver
Townend had come to the
diamond jubilee Mitsubishi
Motors Badminton horse trials
£ with some serious business to do. Shedloads
of grim determination, coupled with a cla:

Scene
heard
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this year as | did

Qliver Townend lands his first
Badminton at the age of 26,
outshining his nearest rivals who all
amass faults in the jumping phases.
JULIE HARDING reports from
the 60th anniversary event. Additional
reporting by AIMI CLARK

horse and the odd bit of good luck as his
nearest rivals toppled from the top saw him
lift this sought-after trophy at the relatively
tender age of 26,

In a nail-biting finale on a warm Sunday
afternoon, the top three were so tightly
bunched that not a single show jump came
between them. Oli’s welcome cushion
appeared when his two closest challengers,
Lucy Wiegersma and Italy's Roberto
Rotatori, sent poles clattering to the floor.
Oli didn’t dare.

“I knew thatif I didn’t win it would be
down to me,” he said. “If did the right thing
Flint would pull it of "

One of the driving forces behind Oli's
Badminton appearance was the £60,000 first
prize, coupled with the points he could earn
in the lucrative HSBC FEI Classics series —in
which he had edged ahead following his first
fourstar victory.

ks

‘I'm not cr***ing
myself as much

last year’
Lucy Wiegersma
on the course
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AARON MILLAR
AND STORMSTAY

DEVON'S Aaron Millar putin a clear cross-country round inside
the time with his 16:3hh bay gelding Stormstay 1o finish 43rd at
his first Badminten. However, the 22-year-old nearly didn't
make his debul.

*l didn't think | was coming because he had a corn and went
lame three weeks ago; said Aaron. 'l talked myself out of it but
luckily he came sound in time to get back on track?

Aaron’s 16-year-old gelding scored 74.7 penalties in the
first phase.

*Stormstay’s not a dressage horse and he never will be. He's
an older horse and he's never got to grips with the flying
changes, so rather than risk blowing the test we did them
through trot”

Aaron started his eventing career as a stable jockey fo Lucy Wiegersma, and he credits Lucy and
Caroline Creighlon with helping him get to his first Badminton.

“Caraline found Stormstay for me seven years ago; added Aaron, who trains with Caroline, Matt
Frostand Justin Tuff. *| can't fault the horse; he's a real machine and he just keeps trying”

and, unable to leap, he tried but failed
to clamber over the imposing obstacle
after which his disappointed jockey
signalled retirement

Kiwi Dan Jocelyn had a tough time with
Special Advocate, whom he nursed to the
Mitsubishi Quarry (22/23/24). It was here that
the 15+year-old gelding dangled a leg at the
first of the double of offset logs, then ducked
out at the second, propelling his jockey over
the fence alone where he proceeded, with a
gymnast's accuracy, to roll and land on
his feet.

Phoebe Buckley and Little Tiger lost one of
their ‘lives’ at the log on top of the Outlander
Bank (10) when the diminutive grey mare left
aleg. She proceeded to mar her otherwise
thrilling round by running past the first of

Ruth Edge endures

a rough ride on Mayhem
11, eighth, pictured
jumping one of the HS1
Farmyard corners
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the angled brushes over the ditch at the
HSBC Hexagon Hedges (12).

Despite there being two hedges over the
ditch this year, this test was less influential
than in 2008, prompting just four mistakes
this time, including one for Rodney Powell
and Zin Zan I1. They suffered a close
encounter with the mobile TV camera unit
on theirapproach to the fence, which had
swerved towards the roped track to miss a
loose dog. Zin Zan leapt sideways, knocking
his jockey momentarily offbalance, and with
the horse's concentration impaired he
applied the brakes at the second hedge.

Louisa Lockwood didn’t add any penalties
here but she performed the save of the day.
Dislodged by Desert Island’s awkward leap
over the first hedge, Louisa was flung

“I'mnot ¢ g poor but I'm 26 and I've
bought a farm that T can’t really afford and
things like this do help but to win Badminton
is indescribable.

Clear show jumping rounds propelled two
new equine stars into the spotlight, William
Fox-Pitt’s patient wait for Idalgo to shine
rewarded with second spot — his third at this
event —while Australian Sam Griffiths
piloted his 2008 Saumur winner Happy
Times into third. William was fifth, too. on
his Juhmuhlen winner Macchiato.

‘I bought Idalgo [right]

and thought | had a real
steal but he’s taken a
long time’
William Fox-Pitt
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“I'm excited for both ho " he said. “To
have these coming on as well as my two from
Kentucky [Seacookie and ! gator] and
them all looking to be good four star horses
is great as you never know with new kids on
the block.”

Badminton 2009 was characterised by
mainly happy faces, only the odd word of
descent— notably some competitors
feeling that they had received harsh dressage
marks — three phases that each exerted an
influence on the final result and an

THERE REALLY
A POINT TO

1§

MORE than 20 riders donned a Point Two air
jacket as they galloped around Badminton's
turf. The jacket sits on top of a rider's shirt and
back protector and is attached to the saddle.
If they fall off the attachment is broken and
the jacket instantly inflates.

*It's like wearing an extra T-shirty' said Paul
Tapner, who had experienced the jacket's full
effect during a fall while contesting the
advanced at Withington the week before.

“At the corner combination | was thrown
into the second element and the jacket
inflated so | didn't feel the impact. It saved me
from bruising and broken ribs and | probably
wouldn't be [at Badminton] without it?

The air jacket retails at £399 and once
inflated a new canister needs to be fitted
for it to be reused. It slowly deflates after
15-20'seconds.

“Riders were concerned about being
attached to the saddle but it takes six stone
of pressure to break the cord so if you catch
it while riding it won't inflate;" added Paul.

Three riders activated their Point Two
while riding across country at Badminton —
Olivia Haddow (above), Angus Smales and
Matthew Wright.

backwards and she lay on the geldings back
for a couple of strides before righting herself
and turning right to tackle the little used
longer route out of the complex.

Jo May and Faere Vision ran out of comph
at the log on top of the Outlander Bank after
which the 10th placed pair retired. Tristrz
Owers also pulled up his new ride Muschamp
Impala following a refusal here, the gelding
unable to improve on his fourstar record
which consisted of two eliminations

Emily Baldwin, who had already divulged
thatwater fences at fourstar level were her
nemesis — Drivetime ran out in Badminton's
lake last year and then fell in the water at Pau
— saw her worst fears realised when her
mount ground to a halt at the brush fence in
the middle of the lake.

The crowd waiting patiently by
Badminton's iconic water feature would be
left disappointed had they come hoping fora
ducking this year. Not a single pair were
submerged and even James Robinson, whose
Comanche had gone for a swim here last
time, stormed through on their way to a well
judged clear round which was just three

ALL ABOUT... TONY WARR
AND COOLGRANGE MERGER

-ﬁ‘: EQUINE vet Tony Warr had a less than perfect buld up to his
first Badminton, where he finished 44th aboard Coolgrange
Merger, when his house was compulsory purchased to be
demolished and make way for of the A21.

“If's been hanging over us for five years and it finally come to
ahead 10 days agoy said Tony, who is based in Kent with wife
Sarah and his two daughters. “Thankfully Ellie Hughes' family
took the horses in at short notice and I'm looking for something
permanent in the same area’

Tony grew up doing Pony Club and Junior eventing in

Australia. When he amived in the UK 22 years ago he rode in
point-to-points for Sarah's father, which spiralled into a 12-year
racing career.

*Riding at Ascol among the professionals was a highlight and
seriously good fun; recalls Tony.

Despite some good results on the racing circuit his heart lay in
eventing and Tony bought the 11-year-old Coolgrange Merger

eight years ago from David White, who found the gelding at the Goresbridge Horse Sales in Ireland.
“He's not flashy and was quite average up to novice level but he went out and won his first
intermediate and everything seemed to kick start from there;" said Tony.

W seconds over the time. In the only ot
minor casualty of this fence was Dan
Jocelyn’s second ride Special Attorney. who
collected 20 penalties for a stop at the
mid-water brus|

Olivia Haddow's Fortunesnight trailed a
leg over the Mitsubishi 1.200s and the pair
ended up in a heap on the landing side,
Olivia's Point Two air jacket inflating like
a balloon to cushion her fall.

Sharon Hunt was eliminated right at the
startof the course when a Icitrant
Tankers Town refused to enter the start box.

18 Eventing June 2009

He had been distracted by a horse finishing
the course and having been counted down
and with the country clock already
running, the raft of people who tried to push
and pull the chestnut gelding inside the
white railings led to him being eliminated
for outside assistance.

Next on course was Aaron Millar and
Stormstay, whose speedy clear round was
also notable for the fact that a loose dog
chased them as they negotiated the two
curving corners at the HS1 Farmyard.
Fortunately, as it ran alongside them towards

and Lenamiore, r
AintA,dtthe HSIE .
Falrnyafd (14,

Sam Griffiths and Happy
Times negotiate the ditch
at the Countryside Turn
(fence 11) far left Oli
Townend celebrates his
win below left William
Fox-Pitt’s Idalgo show
jumps clear for second
place. William was also
sixth on Macchiato
(pictured below left

o p at the trot-up)
£ ;-A,

124

accl
silk:

“It was like riding on a golf course,”
exclaimed one rider.

Event director and course-designer Hugh
Thomas was able to bask in the notion that
his job had been satisfactorily accomplished.

“I thought [Saturday] was a good day’s
sport,” he said. “The competition was
exciting, conditions this year were perfect
and it was a valid result —we got the horse
and rider who deserved to w

aimed cross-country course with
mooth goin,

designer trainers.”

2009 June Eventing 8 |

the next fence, it was enticed off the track by
amember of the public.

The main casualty

During this dramatic section of the action,
Penny Lawn became the event’s most serious
casualty when she incurred head injuriesina
fall from Southway. He had skurried past the
skinny, downhill b element of fence 6. the
Alterian Hillside, propelling Penny out the
side door. She was airlifted to Frenchay
Hospital for observation.

Jade Lazenby's Master Blaster Il ran out at
the corner that formed the exit fence to the
Shogun Hollow (9). This was the first, but not
the last, influential corner question on the
track and it also claimed the scalp of Louise
Skelton's second horse Partly Pickled, who
was retired after his second run-out here.

Axia, the ride of Italy's Luisa Palli, took off
a mile away and was brought down when
catching his hind legs on the corner. Angus
Smales’ Saxon Cross suffered an almost
identical fall at the first corner at the HS1
Farmyard, while eighth-placed Matthew
Wright was ejected from If You Want II's
saddle at the brush corner in the Irish Sport
Horse Studbook’s Huntsman's Close (20b)
when the gelding, who was on course fora
competent clear, missed his stride. Despite
there being a tighter turn to the corner
compared to last year, this fence caused far
less havoe this time, with only two other
problems, one a fall for Austrian horse
Nebelwerfer, as well as a run-out for the
oldest competitor, France's Bruno Bouvier
riding Harry.

Mayhem Il made Ruth Edge work hard
throughout the 6,400m track but guts and
determination brought reward in the form of
the top spot, William Fox-Pitt and Macchiato
finally ousted.

Ruth would maintain her advantage until
Italy’s Roberto Rotatori took over. Then, in
the closing stages of the competition, the
lead swifty changed hands. First it went to
Shaabrak and then to Flint Curtis, both
horses earning the same score — 40.5 —
Shaabrak a whisker further away from
the top spot due to the addition of 0.8 of
a time fault

Ihu\e with penalties in the 10s as opposed
igures slipped significantly down
the order but 16 horses did finish without
ountry faults of any kind, some of
these coming home spectacularly within the
time — Georgie Spence and Birthday Night.
contesting only their fifth event together,
eight seconds inside, Harry Meade and the
19-year-old Midnight Dazzler 11 seconds
inside and even Flint Curtis himself stopping
the clock on 11min 27sec.

“That was one of the most thrilling rides
I've ever had, mainly because of the way he
travelled,” said Oli. “We were up on our
minute markers and he was cantering along
to Huntsman's Close rather than me having
to shunt him.”

A total of 59 horses completed, 12 were
eliminated — mostly due to the one fall
and you're out ruling — and nine were
retired, a number pulled up after only a
single blip.
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Stuart Buntine [on Radio Badminton]:
“We want elegance not practicality.
Running shoes for the trot-up are not
what I'm after” [on Ruth Edge’s pairing
of a light trouser suit with trainers].
Harriet Harrison: “Yes, but they are

New riders as well as debutante equines
sparkled, Italy’s four-star rookie Roberto
Rotatori finishing fourth with the French-
bred Itham De Vaiges. Roberto, though, was
not alone in experiencing that sinking
feeling in the final phase as penalty after
penalty racked up. Lucy Wiegersma, too, left
the arena with a downcast face, another
Badminton crown having just slid from the
grasp of last year's runner-up.

“It’s very frustrating and disappointing
but six weeks ago we weren't even planning
to come here,” said Lucy, referring to the
after-effects of a run at Fontainebleau which
left the gelding with strained back muscles

(see News). “He’s not been in the ring since
then and, to be fair, he held it together until

he hit the fence in the treble. He then didn’t
lock onto the planks, after which it was
‘thank you and goodnight'.
Lady luck deserted Karin Donckers too.
The Belgian who led the dressage and
thought she may be on for an historic win for
her home country accumulated halfa dozen
cross<ountry time faults and then 12 in the
show jumping to wind up seventh. To make
her slide even more of a poisoned chalice,
Karin and her mare Gazelle De La Brasserie
had experienced an almost identical slip at
last year's Olympic Games in Hong Kong

New test gives food for thought
Hannah Bate and Marcelo Tosci were left
devastated when their horses, Valdemar and
Super Rocky, were failed by the ground jury
at the first vet's inspection. Lea
withdrew Deltry Salute,

This left 81 to prepare for the first phase,
but Thursday morning became remarkable
more because it introduced the new
four-star test, dreamed up for the FEl by
former winner Christopher Bartle and
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above Matt Ryan demonstrates his new
allegiance at the final trot-up

“Some people felt the course was softer
than expected but for me with two first
timers there was plenty to jump,” said
William Fox-Pitt.

A great showman
Forget horses, Matt Ryan’s appearance at the
final trof-up became the main talking point.
Beneath his jacket, Matt, who is still in the
process of changing nationality from
Australian to h, was sporting a huge
Union Flag T-shirt. It caused much mirth
among the crowd that had gathered in front
of Badminton House to watch what has
‘become something ofa clothes show as well
as a functional part of the event

‘While Matt's horse Bonza Puzzle gained
the nod from the ground jury despite
suffering a stone bruise which had needed
plenty of g after the cross-country, three
horses did not. Louise Skelton’s Bit Of A
Barney, Emily Anker's Balmoral Cavalier and
Anna Hilton's Mr Dalby were all withdrawn
from the holding box, while Louisa
Lockwood’s Desert Island was held but passed
on reinspection

ahuve dressage leaders Karin Donckers and Gazelle De La Brasserie, who were seventh

Joll o

g et

Christoph Hess, than for any dazzling display
of brilliance.

There were no dissenters from the
at the test was a Good

consensus view [

Thing but it exercised riders’ minds to the

limit as well as horses” paces to the full,
introducing for the first time ordeals such as
the five-loop serpentine — ‘the first and third
loops in true canter, second loop in counter
canter. fourth and fifth in true canter’,

ran the instructions — which really found
out those for whom this pace was their
Achilles heel.

No wonder then that Austria’s ald Siegl
completely forgot where he was going and
had to wait for prompting from ground jury
president Angela Tucker no less, who
brought out a paper version and showed

arald where he had gone wrong.

Not only that, but the earlier movement
14, ‘rein-back five steps immediately proceed
in collected canter right’, saw horses
eyeballing the big screen, and as riders
attempted to change gear from reverse into
third more than one horse was sent into an
unscripted spin, not least Zara Phillips’
second ride Toytown (who lay in ninth at
the end of this stage) and Sharon Hunt's
Tankers Town.

A raging wind coupled with full stands
and bucketloads of atmosphere certainly
equalled an explosive Friday. Mary King's
Apache Sauce wasn’t the only one to react
and he reared up in the halt, while Ginnie
Turnbull’s top hat careered across the arena
as she tried to maintain concentration on
Instant Reaction.

Word also whipped around like the wind
that the judges — Angela Tucker, Eric Smiley
and Michael Asseray — were being less than
generous with their marking, and on
occasions widely disparate. Olivia Haddow

HEARD ON RADID
BADMINTON

W Stuart Buntine
(SB): *Eric Smiley's
eyes will be on the
knees of the girl
not on the knees
of the horse”

[on Ginny Howe:
wearing a short
skirt atthe
trot-up, feff].

W Carl Hester
(CH): *l can almost see all the way to Comwall
through that horse's mouth” [on Luisa Pallis ride
Axia ll].

B CH: "It always seems ir that the men have
to take their hats off, especiallyif their horse
won't stand still because it takes longer. Actually,
| don't think youthave to but it's a bit girly If

you don't’

W Pammy Hutton (PH) to CH: *'m going
toignore you. That's what you have to do
with pests’

M Richard Davison: "Aaron Millar really looks
like Boris Johnson. He's even got
blonde hair”

M SB: “He locks like Mr Blobby, just call him the
Michelet man” [on Clayton Fredericks hopping
off The Frog and forgetting to disconnect his
Point Two air jacket].

B 5B:*For goodness sake who's left their car
alarm on? | bet if's the Duke”

B SB: “Tristram Owers was once considered
the best looking boy at Badminton but that
must have been a long time ago as he's gone
off pretty’

B SB: *You wouldn't want to be mucking out
in those trousers" [on Georgie Spence's
white trousers].

W 5B; * think Ruy [Fonseca took his packed
lunch and stopped for coffee he gol so many
time penalties yesterday. Tomorrow | think he'll
be taking his horse to the garage to get his
brakes realigned”

W SB: “What's Angela seen there [on prompting
aconference on Bruno Bouvier's horse at the
final trot-up]? Maybe she fancies the clder man.
Perhaps not, as she's gat Tucks [husband Mike
Tucker]. But he's an old man anyway”

BWSB: *He's been ac
but not by Britainyet’ [on Matt Ryan's
T-shirt at the trot-up].

ted by the ground

ury
nion flag

W SB: "I bet fhe ground jury will want Dee to trot
again. Maybe Angela won't butl bet the boys
will" [on Dee Kennedy. who was wearing
tightfitting white trousers with impossibly
high-heeled boots],

Badmintan

DID YOU KNOW?

REPORT

& and Fortunesnight, for example, received 7, 7,

4 for their entry, halt and immobility.

“I think the judging was more consistent
than with any other ground jury we have
ever seen,” parried Smiley.

“People have told me that the marking
has been hard and erratic but there hasn't
been a lot of fancy dressage.” putin
Andrew Nicholson.

Ruth Edge, however, produced her usual
polished first phase performance aboard the
“green” Mayhem Il and confessed herself
“pleased” in public but "disappointed” in
private that she had only netted 43.8. Thi:
left her playing second fiddle to E
Baldwin and Drivetime by the end of
Thursday, the expressive bay earning 42.3.

“He's competed at advanced medium level
in affiliated dressage so he’s used to this sort
of test,” said Emily.

Friday afternoon’s session altered the
complexion of the sharp end, with three
different names ousting Thursd,
Shaabrak took second place, breaking into
the sought-after 30s, with Flint Curtis only
0.6 of a penalty away from this exclusive club,
which saw them occupy third. Idalgo was
fifth, with the elegant Irham De Viges sixth.

But it was Belgium’s Karin Donc
usually a good exponent of this phase aml
drawn second last to go, who took over the
top spot with the rhythmic and accurate
Gazelle De La Brasserie.

“This is a great moment for little Belgium,”
smiled Karin, who had notched up an
histor first for this country, no Belgian
rider ever before having led the contest going
into the cross-country phase,

's leaders.

Zara’s disastrous day
“Very good and very fair” was Andrew
Nicholson's verdict on Hugh Thoma
revamped cross-country course. William
Fox-Pitt was the first to test whether this
pronouncement would be accurate, setting
out with his 2008 Luhmuhlen winner
Macchiato. They crossed the finish line three
seconds inside the 11min 34sec optimum to
maintain their dressage score of 51.8, having
cleared every one of the 28 fences in
copybook style.

“That’s one of the best rides I've ever had,”
announced William. “He was just awesome.™

Five more horses came home penalty free
before Zara Phillips and her first ride,
Ardfield Magic Star, set off. They became the
first casualties of the course, although not of
aspecific fence but the World Champion was
forced to pull up her 12-year-old gelding
within sight of number 17, the Mitsubishi
L200s, when she felt him go lame. He was
later transported home with a tendon injury.

In what was a disastrous day for the
reigning World Champion, Toytown got his
approach to the final flower box out of the
HSBCFEI Classics Sunken Lane (15) wrong
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W KARIN Donckers' mare
Gazelle De La Brasserie has
had two foals by embryo
transfer, both by Belgian
stallions, one after the 2006
Waorld Games and another
following last year's Olympics.

W DAN Jocelyn's two rides.
Special Advocate and Special
Attorney are full brothers, being
by Criminal Law and out of
Somebody Special. They

were bred by their owner,
Jenny Hibbert.

B LAURA Shears' father races
Morgan sports cars.

M FORMER Badminton rider
Julian Seaman, now the event’s

ALL ABOUT...

press officer, launched a book
to celebrate the event's 60th
birthday. Entitled Badminton
Revisited, it recounts the
journey of the event, its growth
and changing face, as well as
its winners and losers,

M ARECORD number of 24
riders started Badminton for
the first time.

M TONY Warr was the oldest
Badminton debutant at 47,
while 18-year-old Emily
Llewellyn was the youngest.

W POLITICAL Merger progeny
were outin force with three of
the late stallion’s sons
completing Badminton

—Tony Warr's Coolgrange
Merger, Matthew Prior’s
Political Trump and Carlos
Paro's Political Mandate.

M FOR the third year in arow,
Phoebe Buckley's 15hh grey
mare Little Tiger was the
smallest horse to complete
Badminton.

W HARRY Meade's ride, the
19-year-old Midnight Dazzler,
was the oldest horse in the field.

M ITALY'S Luisa Palli produced
her ride Axia Il from scratch
after her grandfather bought
the 15-year-old mare when she
was a foal and gave her to
Luisaas a present.

SARA SQUIRES

AND STAR PROSPECT

keeps her mare Star Prospect on
livery at a yard local to her home in
Tidenham, Monmouthshire. She
Juggles eventing with her full-time
job teaching special needs children
at Althea Park Independent School
in Stroud.

“Irely on friends and family to
help but generally | can balance the.
horses around work," said Sara.

Her partner, Richard Secular, is
a professional golfer who works
for Adidas.

“He's supportive of my eventing
but he's allergic o horses and so
he can't get foo close to them or he
comes out in hives”

Sara's Prospect Pride-sired
15-year-old jumped a clear
cross-country round and finished in
28th, winning a £500 stud fee
voucher for being the highest-
placed British-owned mare.

The grey was onginally bought
from Ireland for dressage before
Sara ook on the mare as an
eight-year-old.

“She’s quite Iricky so she was a
cheap buy,’ added Sara, who has
been training with Kenneth
Clawson. “She gets tense and has
agood rear in her but I'm so proud
of her for gelting us here?

Jon Doney’s show jumping track with its
tight optimum time was unfailingly
challenging and not only for those at the sharp
end. Out of the 56 horses remaining, only 11
finished with completely clean slates. One of
the most comprehensive annihilations of the
coloured poles was undertaken by Comanche,
who crashed spectacularly from 10th to 34th as
aresult. Mary King and Apache Sauce suffered
a slightly less painful downward
trajectory, while Ruth Edge and Mayhem Il
slipped a relatively minor two placings to
eighth with 12 faults

And so the spoils at this year's anniversary
Badminton belonged to eventing’s new kid
on the fourstar block, Oliver Townend. one of
the most youthful riders in the field. Ironic,
then. that he should win at this historic
event’s 60th running, where the past was
a pervading theme. B

SNIPPET

M IDALGO has been in William Fox-Pitt's yard
for seven years, Prior to that he had been
ridden for a season by Nicolas Touzaint, who
had taken him in to sell on, He was spotted by
Laurent Bousquet, who contacted William.

“Laurent hadn't called me before or since
said William, who in the intervening years
often wondered if he had made the right
decision in persuading George and Jayne
Apter to buy Idalgo for him.

“When | bought him I thought | had areal steal
buthe's needed time off for injury. He banged
his knee in Punchestown before the show
jumping when thirty-seven points in the lead”

However, the 13-year-old French-bred
gelding has given his connections glimpses of
his brilliance throughaut, not least when
finishing second at Bramham in 2005.

W GINNY Howe crossed paths with her

13-year-old Cavalier-sired Cavort by chance
three years ago.

“My mum advertised some puppies in
Horse & Hound and Cavort's owner rang
about one and mentioned that she bred
horses. We went to see a youngster but
weren't keen and instead came home with
Cavort. We sold the puppy too said Ginny.

W LAURA Shears was contesting her first
Badminton aboard her mare Wulstan Rock
On, whom she spotted while flicking through
a magazine in her doctor’s waiting room.
*She can be very difficult and she still
doesn'tload properly. Matthew Heath found
us after eight hours of desperately trying to
load her at Aston-le-Walls and recommended
putting a rope under her lip. She still plays up
but now we swear by a Comanche Calmer”

left Lucy Wiegersma
and Shaabrak’s
storming cross-
country round left
them in second
overnight but four
fences down on the
final day dropped
them to sixth —and
the disappointment
showed (below)

2008 June Eventing 17

above Emily
Llewellyn
with the
Duchess of
Beaufort
right Katie
Price,
pictured with
daughter
Princess
Tiaamii,
was at
Badminton
to promote
her clothing
range, KP
Equestrian

above Heidi
Woodhead
with The Biz
left Julian
Seaman with
TV presenter
Juliet
Bradbury
below an
elegant Dee
Kennedy at
the trot-up

Eh25884988 BReEBENS

4
a5
46
a7
48
a9
50
51
52
53
54
55
56

HORSEANDRIDER

Flint Curtis.(Ofver Tovmend GBR)
Idalgo{Wikiam Fox-Pit. GBR)
‘Happy Times (Sam Griiihs, AUS)

Della M irham de Vaiges(Roberto Rotator, ITA)

Regulus (Fo%y Stock )
Stormhill Michael (Pau Tagner AUS)
A (Susanna Bordone, ITA)
Vortex (TimPrica, NZL)
TSFKarascadaM (K -
Socioty Spica (Emi Liewslyr GER)
Armada (Andrew Nicholson NZL)
Kilfinnlo N (Pucl Tagner ALS)

The Frog (Ciayton Fredencks AUS)
Apache Sauca (May King, GER)
Shiver StGeorge (Suva Burdess, GBR)
Star Prospect(Sara Saures, GER)

¥
Barry's Best(Rosic Tromas GBR)
\Boondoggle (Ktty Bogg:s, GBR)
BigEl(Coo Konnody, GBR)
‘Comanche (James Robinson GBR)
Horseware Bushman( Sam Watson, [RL)
Running Brook Il (GeorgeSpence, GBR)
The Biz (HeidiWoodhead, GER)

Notdu Grand Val (W anon Four

Stormstay(Aaron Mis, GER)
Coolgrange Merger (Tor, War- GER)
Desertisland(Louisa Lockwood, GER)

Bri Respita Trstam Owers, GER)
‘Special Attorney (Dan Jucelyn, NZL)
Political Mandate (Cao: Paro, BA)
RathmoyleKing(Caro/yre Ryan Bol GBR)

Cavort(Ginny Howe, GBR)

Diamant Du Pontet (Sardra Cazaubon FRA)

Little Tiger (Phoebe Buckiey, GER)
Harry (Bruno Bouvier, FRA)
Idaho d'Argonne Ruy Fonseca BRA)

n Maier, GER)

Show jumping

Jumps  Time Jumps
405 - - 4
428 24
525 08 -
437 12
518 - - 4
397 0g 16
aaa 64 12
438 18 12
567 08 -
57T - +
540 4 =
533 = 52
512 7
600 =
563 4 =
570 - 4
530 80 = B
493 92 4 625
510 16 = = 626
583 18 4 1 628
630 - 630
483 = 108 4 631
633 - % : 633
538 - 4 | 628
652 80 ] 672
558 12 678
588 - 64 4 692
507 56 4 5
54, 44 8 3
132 8 -
5 7]
16 8 3
73 2. -
12 20 T40
o 60 8 743
i2iora 785
g 788
=E 815
834
16 4 B4B
8 2 859
¥ - - 865
- 8 [ 867
164 a
264 4
1965 8 -
160 & 3
- 136 2 6
20 22 & B
- 228 6 8
468 8
308 77
20 320 0 -
20 40 2% 10
52 40 172 8 -
617 = 796 4

Prize list Challenge Trophy (1o the winning owners) Edward and Robert Nicholson; Butler Challenge Bawl (winning rider),
Oliver Townend; of

debutante), Emily Lieweilyn; Silver

ate (most successful

t under-25 British rider)/Laurence Rook Trophy (best
ider), Daisy Dick for Spring Along; Cotswold Life

Trophy (best local rider), Harry Meade; HSBC FEI Classics training prize, Elizabeth Power, Glentrool Trophy (greatest
improvement on dressage score), Rosie Thomas; Frank Weldon Memorial Challenge Trophy (rider of the youngest British-
owned horse), to William Fox-Fitt for Macchizio; plague for the best shod horse, to Andrew Nichols for Vortex; SHB(GB)

prize, io

voucher (hig

&), 1o Sara Squires for Star Prospect; Embryo transfer/plaque (winning

breodars), Robert and Edvward Nichlson: Mark Holliday Memorial Trophy (groom of winning harse), Catherine Miler;

Armada Dishes (for five Badminton completions), Harry Meade, Sam Griffiths, Vicky Brake, Joe Meyer, Lucy Wiegersma.




