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Thein-form Oliver Townend takes:
the 8/9yo class on the'still green™
Shearwater Touchingwood

confident double clear.

Austin Q'Connor was giving his
World Equestrian Games (WEG)
partner, Ringwood Mississippi, a
fitnessrun, and decided to take
his foot off the brake because the
groundwas sogood.

Theduowere of onlyahandful
tohave hada happy ride around
Badminton, and this was their first
run backsincefinishing 15th there.

“|stayed open-minded about
whethertotake himquick or not
across country, but lwas very
pleased whentheraincame last
night,"said Austin.”He neededa
sharpruntodayasheis alaid-
back horse, and this was great
preparation for WEG."

The Tetsworth-based rider also
took thirdin section H, the Dassett
Eventing-sponsored eight- and
nine-year old class, riding
Kilpatrick Knight, who Austin
describes asa"typical Irish horse
andstillimproving”.

Topping this section, whichwas
bursting withyoung equine talent,
was the Shearwater Insurance-
owned Shearwater Touchingwood,
partnered by Oliver Townend.

They posted adressage score
of30.9 and followed it upwith the
fastest cross-country roundinthe
section,addingjust 3.2 time-
penalties.

“Heisgreenand canbeabit
backward, but he's still growing
and | think nextyear he willbe

Mulberry Insurance Aston-le-Walls (3)

more mature,”said Oliver, adding:
“Thisis agreat event, withgreat
prize money. The ground needed
the rain but credit to Nigel Taylor
and his team; they did allthey
couldtogetit perfect.”

Gemma Tattersall was another
double prize-winner. Sherode her
ownand her mother Marcelle
Tattersall's Dinky Inkyinto the
runner-up spot behind Oliver in
section H,adding 8.4 time-
penalties to a 28 6 dressage.

“Shehas onlyjuststeppedup
toadvanced level this year, but
shehasbeenreally consistent,”
said Gemma of the bold-jumping
mare."She's atypical lady and can
befeisty, especiallyinthe
showjumping warm-up, but she's
suchatrier and always digs deep.’

Gernma's other“cross-country
machine” Arctic Soul provided his
rider witha"serious buzz"across
country. The pair completedona
doubleclear totake thirdin
section|witha32.5dressage.

Silky smooth

BILLLEVETT piloted his
Badminton ride Silk Stoneto
victoryinsectionl.They
capitalisedontheirfirst-phase
score of 30.

This was aconfidence-boosting
trip for Francis Birks' gelding after
being eliminated at Badminton.

“Ifelt he lost confidence at
Badminton and his bitting was all
wrong — he needed more in his
mouth. He's not strong but he can
runagainst the hand and at
Badminton | just felt we were
meeting fences onthe wrong
distances,” explained Bill.

“Today | rode himina Pelham
and he felt better. He's got the
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WEG-bound
combinations were spotted on
advanced day.

Oliver Townend and Black
Tiell took the opportunity for a
dressage outing, scoringa 26.4
and withdrawing before the
showjumping, while Pippa
Funnell ran Billy Beware —
first outing since finishin;
at Badminton. They took it easy
across country tofinish12th.

“Hefeltreally happy tobe
outagain: he was very full of
himselfin the showjumping
and | had nointention of
running him fast acros:

especial\yintheeaten‘dedlmt
justtotesthimandlwas
pleased with the mark [26.

ability and on agood day he can
jump anythingand is now
established ontheflat. Iwantto
regainhis confidence andaim him
atanother four-star’

Matthew Heath secured two
top-10 placingsin sectionJ,
finishing second with The Lion
and sixth with Marseille.

The Lion, who was purchased
from Exmoor Eventing, completed
Burghley last year.

“He's beenalittle quirky along
the way but now everythingis
piecing together," said Matthew.
“He did have anissuewithrunning
outtotheleft, sol rang Andrew
Nicholsonandasked himfora
favour; he agreedtogivemea
jumping session and things have
improved.”

Tom McEwen claimed the
advanced under-25 section with
theex-racehorse Dry Old Party
(seebox,p44).Theyfollowed a
solid dressage withadouble clear.
Millie Dumas (Artistiek) took
second, while Laura Collett and
Pamero 4 finished third.

Theriderswere full of praise for
organiser Nigel Taylorand his hard-
working team. Having suffereda
dry spellfollowed by heavy
thunderstorms, they pulled outall
thestopstopreparethecourse.

Thenewall-weatherarea,
installed over the winter, went
down atreat with competitors,
whorelished having somewhere
flatand surfaced te do their
dressagetests.

Nigel said: “We were lucky that
theraincamejustintime, butwe
have still beenwatering and
aerovatingintherun-up.

“Theadvanced course was,
slightly less technical than
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