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ByHilaryManners

NOT for thefirst time, Oliver
Townend and Piggy French
divided the openintermediate
spoilsatislehamonthe opening
weekend of the season.

Piggy Frenchrodethe
eye-catching Seapatrick Dark
Cruisetothetopofthetablein
open intermediate section O, the
fastest pair of their class, coming
home seven seconds over time.

“He’s abig horse who prefers
softergroundsotheplanisto
haveabusy spring and quieter
summer,"shesaid. "I broughthim
inearlier this year than previously
sohe'sveryfit.He'sevendonea
fewdays hunting, which has really
sharpened himup. He's definitely
stronger onthe flatand finding
things easier, whichinturnmeans
that | canaskformore.*

‘The best horse I've saton”:

Itwas Oliver's 13th successive
attendanceatIsleham,and his
wins thereareintodouble figures.

This year it was ODT Ghareeb,
owned by KathleenWilkinsonand
RachelWood, whotook the top
spotinsection N.Hewas theonly
herse tofinishonhis dressage
scoreinanintermediate section,

and the only horse to make the
optimumtime. The pair finished
bang onthe 4min 46sec allowed.
“The older hegets, the better he
gets, althoughhe can stillbe very
spooky,”said Oliver. “His work gets
more and more consistent. | just
needtoremember toride
positively acress country; it's not
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that he doesn'twanttodothejob,
buthecan get distracted.
“Eachtimehe'ssteppedupa
levelhe hasrisento thechallenge
— mostnotably at Bramham
CCl3*last yearwhen hewasclear
inside thetime across country. |
think we'll goback this year and
try tobemore competitive [the
pairfinished 15thin 2014].
“lcometolsleham every year
because Clem[Tompsett,
organiser], his family and all the
teamdoeverythingthey canto
make surethatridersand their
horses have the best time. The
ground, which has been good for
years,gets better,and the
organising team think of
everything anddoagreatjob.”
Runner-up to both Oliver and
Piggywas Laura Collett. Grand
Manoeuvrefinished0.2 of 2
penalty behind ODT Ghareeb,
having posted the best dressage
scoreofthesection (23.2),to
which the pairadded 5.2 cross-
country time-penalties.
“Hewasadifferenthorse
today, Laurasaid.”We've builtup
apartnership over the winter and
he trusts me now. Today was so
exciting that lamgoing to have to
putinmy Badmintonentry!”
Pamero4came closest to
catching Seapatrick Dark Cruise,
again following the best dressage
scoreof thesection. Laura
describes the seven-year-old son
of Perigueux as“probably the best
horselhaveeversaton”
"Hewas awesome last year and
Ididn’t think he could get better
—buthehas,"shesaid.

World Equestrian Gamesride
Classic Moet took third behind
Piggy, it was lanWills and Harriet
Brise whoclaimed the remaining
podiumplacesinthe
intermediate.

lanand Marlilll, a reportedly
“tricky" horse, led the dressage
but two rails down showjumping
lostthemtheir advantage.

Collett cruises ahead “Marlicame to measafour-
THE final section of the day year-old for corrective schooling,
provided Laurawithawell- but the owners didn't want him
deservedwin:shetook the back."explainedlan."He's
straight adorableon }he
intermediate ground, totally
sectionvitha  PAMErowas trustwrihy ~
winning margin utseriously
of over eight aWESO_I'T'I e,laSt_ yea r keepsmeonmy
penalties. and|didn'tthink he tc;esw::enl‘m
Shesaid: s riding him."
“Controeisan could get better Harriet Brise
unbelievable  buthehas waslessthana
showjumper; point behindlan.
wewonevery  LauraCollettisexcitedbyherOlrunner-up ~_ “Coakham
time outover Cloverwas
thewinter. diagnosedwith

“Having said that,he’sacross-
country machine toe, sothe fact
that he doesn't always find
dressage the easiest is forgivable."

Whilelzzy Taylorand KBIS
Starchaser finished third behind
Oliver, and Jonelle Price on her

navicular last year whichmeanta
lot of time out, but we knowhowto
manageit now," said Harriet, who
notonlyworks fulltimeasa
housekeeper, but alsorunsalivery
yard and prepares horses for
hunting — a necessary taskwhen

Harriet Brise finishes third in the interms

your mother is master of the Old
Surrey & Burstow.

As always atIsleham, ongoing
improvements could be seen,
mostnotably ontheintermediate
track, whichfeatured anew
double of skinny triplebrushes on
thelatter part of thecourse. The
water and the rail-ditch-rail
remain the mostinfluential
fences, Flora Harris in particular
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